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portune ? We stand for liberty of speech and
conscience without the odiurn theologicum,
and theref ore we defend our f riend in discuss-
ing union, as we shall, if occasion arise, defend
our other friend for urging rcasons agrainst it.
Nor do we l'car the discussion. No position
we coccupy fears the liglit of Christian discus-
ion. Already ham the mention of the subject
done good. Lt has brought out some manly
utterances fromn our brother- Mr,. Allworth, who
inakes it manifest that the charge of disunion
does not lie agyainst our principles, and that
our action in the past cannot be hieid as reereant
to the desire for truc union; and we are per-
suaded that whien the truc relations of the
varied denorninations to each other are calrnly
viewed and stated that so far frorn " cutting the
nierve of our missionary enterprise," it will be
found that we shall have the more abundant
cause to press on in our unsectarian work,
waitingr patiently thè guidings of th e provi-
dence thatmaymeetus. We rewrite Our words
of the July number: " Let us maintain firnily,
lovingly, these truthis (our unsectarian denomi-
nationalismi and Christiani liberty), bave faith in
therm, and make them sound forth the word
of life, the Spirit of Christ. We shaHl patient-
ly work on these uines, leaving, the f uture with
God"; content, if it be Hiis wilI "to drop out of
sighit until the great roil-cali is made."

WE are glad to insert the letter from our
friend, who xviii be rea-1ily recognized under
his signature, W. H. A. We like his out-
spoken J'ndependenoy, thougrh we are scarceiy
ready to accept his implied charge of lectur-
ingm the Congregationalists on union. We
recog-nize the unsectarian character of the
Congregational platform and on that account
said and sa~y the discussion of union ou * aht
not to terrify us, it may the rather bring o:ut
in stronger lines our denominational raison,
det at

OuR contemporary, the Canada Presbyter-
îan, kindly gives us a lesson in logic. We
are, w e trust, thankful for ail mercies and
thus far for this, thoughi it is so small that our
grateful emotion would scarcely keep our
friend warin, if the thermometer were near
zero. As, hiowever, it is genial weather wvhile'
we write, he does not so much need our help.,
If our friend wilI look again at what lie
saw in the paragraph, on which we were'

coxnmenting, hie xvill find that he gave it as
a reason for consulting the Fresbytery, rather
than any higher court that " Presbyteries
are nearest the people and arc most likely. to
know the nîind of the chuirch." Now either
our friend was writing nonsense (aud we are.
the last to think that, 1ie xVas) or this must
mean that it is desirable to knowv the inmd
of thef, people in orde': that it may influence
legisiation. If his sentence did îîot ineau
that, it is not rude to say that it xvas distin-
guishied by a " plentiful absence " of ineaning.
Anci, if it did, then the question as to the
conmparati ve au th on ty of di fierent ch urch
courts is distinctly madc to turn on the
degYreeý in which they refleet the mmnd of the
people. It is not necessary for us to tcach 'a
writer so learned in churcli law, that legisia-
tion accordingy to the mind of the people is
*the distinguishing principle of Congregation-
alism and we must be allowed to renew our
expression of pleasure that oui' contemporary
is so rapidly approxiimating wliat we hold to
be the truc poi *nt of view. We know
Wlhately pretty welI, or did, and have opened

i the cover of Stuart Miil, Archibishop Thornp-
son and othcr logical teachers'; we hýare hecard
of a Sir William Hamilton also and we have
no fear as to the fairness of our reasoningy as
tried by their canon. No doubt the Presby-
terianf wiil be unwilling "togiveup" anythingr
in the way of church government in order to
union. iBut it may be, that some day, hie xviii
rub his eyesand flnd, that thougli not given up
by a deliberate act,' it is " ail gone" Ail, we
mean, that really stands in the way. is
paragraph con-vinces us that it is "goiig-
going ",and the hamnmer will probably corne
down ere long with a smart gone!J

A WORD, too, about the '<failure"* of Con-
gregationalism in Canada. We do not feel
at ail like people who have failed, or are
going to fail. Whiat is your standard ?-
that is the question. Is it energy ? We
wcre neyer s0 enero'etic. Is it mnutual
love and goodwil1 ? We neyer had more
of thein. Is it nuxnbers ? Wel, wve
were neyer in Canada so numerous as
our friends it is truc, but, as to this last.
year, we need not hang our heads. While
the Presbyterîan Chiurch reports a clear
increase of 380 communicants, we are able
to report, one of 404. And if we consider
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