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"1THROUGHLY FURNISHED."

There is no folly more foolish tha 1 an
undue haste in entering upon the wvork of
the Christian ministry. Lack of proper
preparation, thorough discipline and cul-
ture, must result calainitously to the
preacher, the people and the denomina-
tion. There isno profession that will draw
so long and largely upon the capab ilities
aud acquirements of the man as the minis-
try, and unless a good foundation is
previously laid, great deflcicncy will be
traced in the labours of the life. Neyer
iu the past history of the Church ivas
there a time when Christianity had a
greater dlaim, upon the culture of the
intellect, as well as of the soul, than
at the present. Not only is educa-
tion rapidly spreading amnong thie
masses of manl<ind, demandî:ig a highly
educated ministry, but educated error
through "'science falsely so-called " is
promulged with great plausibilityamong
alclasses, demanding, correction and refu-
tation by the chosen teachers of the truth.
This dlaim comes fromnevery community:
for though there are those who may be
satisfted with but little, sueh should re-
ceive much, that they may become dis-
satisfied with their present selves and
have their whole natures ennobled by
deep insight into God's truths conceru-
ing both human and divine things, and
which embraces ail in this world as
-i ell as that which. is in heaven.

Men must not precipitately enter the
ministry, making its opportunities for
the service of Christ tijeir excuse. Al
members of any church can find ail the
work they want in their own church if
they will but undertake it. But do they
desire a wider field, our Chiristian As-
sociations throw open to them a large
home mission work. Do they wish to
preach to the heathen, they need flot go
far fromn home, or beyond the circle of
their acquaintances to find them, for
there is something of the heathien in
every man, and inuch more in som-e
than there is of Cliristianity.

None may miake the want of facilities
for an education their excuse 'in not
complying with this claim. In nearly
every denomination sutch opportunities
are offered that the child of sternest
poverty, if called of God to this work,
may have means of thorough prepara-
tion therefor. Probably no denomina-
tion presents better means for a thor-
ough education of its ministers than
does our own in Canada. To every ae-
cepted candidate for the ministry there
is offered a full and free five years'
course, embracing the curriculum of the
Arts course of McGili University, with
the degrees, and a full theological train-
ing in our college affiliated wiLth the
University ; while, during each vaca-
tion, the Home Missionary Society fur-
nishes fields of missionary labour, with
a guaranteed remnuneration. Thus
the theoretical and practical are advan-
tageously combined, and the student
finishes a curriculum which, for thor-
oughness, need not be exoelled. He is


