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PAREQYRIC OF ST, PATHICK,

An EKlognent fernion by Rev. James P
Tresey, B b,

The {following s a full report of tho
eloquent pan-gyeic of tho Apnmtloe of Ireland
ropounned by Rav, e Troacy in St.

Lichaol's Cathedral ap 8t Patrick’s Day

* { will gend thee unto the Geutiles to open their
cyes and Lo turn them from darkness nuto 'lght and
fratn the pancer of Sutan unts God that they way
tecelve forgiteness of sing s inheritance smongst
thein that are sanctified. A, xxvi, 10

Your Qrace, Rav, Fathers, and Doarly
Delovod--The foregoivg words waro ad-
dressed by our Jord to tho Apostie St Paal,
on that avontful day when, theown from his
horse and stricken Llind on the road to
Damsacus, the spiritusl cyes of his soul
wero firat oponad to tho light of faith in the
dootrines of Jesus of Nszsroth. When he
was aflterwards nrrnl{;ned boforo tho tribunal
of King Agrippa and gharged with being an
apoatato from the Jowlish roligion, the
e\‘):utlo. in sclf deferco, related the wunder
fc] olrcumstances of his converslon -how
Jesus had appewred to himn, revealing the
Rroat miselon for whioh he was chosen, the
mauny teials that awaited him in its acoum
glhhment, tho varlous imprisonmonts that
o should suffer from both Jews and Gon
tilea—how, flnally, God would deliver him
out of their hande, and send him baok sgain
amoogst them to deliver them from the
bondsge of Satan and from the slavery «f
Sla. **Rise and stand upon thy feot, for I
have agpo\rod to thee for this purpuse, to
make theo a minister aud a witnoss both of
thoan ﬁllngt which thou has scen and of
thego {a which I will appear to theo, deliv.
oring theo from the peo,la and from the
Uentiles, unto whom woow I eend theo to
open their cycs and to turn tham from dark-
n=ss unto light and from the power of Satan
uato God, that thoy may recoive forgiveness
of ain® aod inherittnco amon¢at them that
aro sanctified by faith that {s in Me.”

Words, dearly beloved, of Diviae origio,
and possessiag all the fecuudity of the word
of a God ; nct restricted to one seawc anly,
nor yet addrossed so'ely to tho Ap stle of
one %art!culnr nation, but divinety applicable
to-the Apostle of every converted nation,
agd more ospocially to that naticn whoso
religious glory we honor. aad to thit Apastlo
whose feast we celebrate. Lito St. Paul,
tho Apostle of Ireland was favored with
mapy visions of his future minfatry. Like
him aluo, ho was lovg & piioner in the
hands of those whose Apostio ho afterwards
became ; and boeing afterwards delivered by
Gud out of their hands, was ag:ia sent back
amongst them to deliver them ‘rom the
bondage of Satan aud lead them captives
under the swcot yoko of Jesus Christ.
Victi victoribus leges dedere  The conquered
gave laws to their conquerors.  Tho captive
triumphed over his pagin masters. 1rom
him they reccived forgiveness of theic sins
and {oheritauce amongst the Cheistian
nations ; and not only the common inheri
tanco of his Christianity, but tho peculiar
fcheritance of his own apostleship. Ualike
the mantlo of Elias, the apostolio cloak of
St. Patrick did not descend upon the
shoulders of one man alcne, but has fallen
{ato the arme of an entire natiou, that has
ably supported it with the faith it symbol
ized for over 1,400 years, and has carried it
uspsallied to all the nations of the carth,

The Son of God came down from Heaven
to tesch maunkind tho great doctrincs of
eternal salvation. This He did by word
and example. His words, being the words
of a God, carcied the conviction of divino
{aith to the intollects of His hearers, and
His oxampla, as that of a man fahioaed in
sonl and body liko anto themselves. induced
them to prac ice the doctrines which He
had taught them. Tho Catholio Church.
the livio r:smantativc of Jeecus Christ on
earth, still adhervs to that two.fold method
of propagatiog divine truth. By tho minis
t‘:{ of her pricats sho boars the doctrines of

ivation to the natlons of tho carth, and by
thé examples of her Saints she pe suades
them into practising the doctrines which
they have received. In her divino office she
brlngs daily before the eycs of her children
the holy livos and virtues of the Saints, and
desires that we should over regard theso
great examples of Coristian perfection as
our daily models in the p.acticn of virtue.

To dsy, the anoiversary of his death, the
Church celobrates the fe 1t of St. Patrick,
the Apoatle of Irclan” and forgetting, as
it were, that he 1 y ono particular
ration. she holds him torth beforo tho eycs
ofall ber children as thoe oxample of one of
the most porfect imitators of his Divice
Mister—the saint of bumility, meokness,
moztifiostion and prayer, who atill con-
tinues to toach his sons and danghters by
tho ailent sermon of his life and virtues.
“Be ye imitators of me, as I havo been of
our Lord Jesus Chriat.”” ‘Though you hace
heard the atory of his lifo a thousand times,
though it bas sunk deoply into your hoarts

and memories, yot I should consider that J
were faillog in roverenco to onr nations
Apostle, and to conforin to the spirit of tho
Crurch, if I did not sgain repeat it in brief
and simpls worda.

. St. Patrick was born in France, noar the
city of Boulogne sur Mer, about the year
387. Bis father, Calpurnius, held “tho
Roman digaity of Decurion or Municipal

Benntor, His mother, Conshosy, was &
nieco of the celebrated 8t. Murtin of Tours,
Calpurniug ant his wife, says an old
chrooicle, were hoth holy in the sight of
God, ** walkiog without ofTanos {0 the Jueti-
fieatlonn of the Lo d  ‘Thoy wero cmnlnent
in birth, in fasth, 10 hepe and {n roligion,
showing themsclves by thelr acta aud in
thele conversatun to be worthr cltizans of
the Chucch," uf the carly religlous life of
our Saint wo know but lttle, In his “‘Con

fearions ~he tells ua that in his youth ho
wag not as fervent an ho should have heen,
and accopted tho silivtions of his carti\'lty
asa iunt punishmont feum God for the sins
and lmperfections { his youth.

Iu his sixteoth year he was made captivo,
along with scveral others of Lie nativo, by
pirates from the Irish const. Tho youthful
Apastle was sont to the northern part of the
{sland, whero he was sold as a slave to a
pagan chieftain called Milcho. Io his ser
vies our Najot was occuplod in herdiug the
flocks  lu this lonely occupation ho had
ample leisure to meditato oo tho great
truths of religion, which {o his father’s homo
bo had woll nigh forgotten, The bosutics
of the surequnding scotiery, tho dark solitude
of the nak fures's, tho whistling of tho
wintry wind along tho o'iffs, and the
screaming of tho cagles fiom tho mountais
tap, all spako olequently to the heart of tho
young slave of tho wisdom and goodncss
and power of the Creator. In his humble
avocation as herdeman ho learned thoao
‘ueat lensons of paticuce aud humility which
n sfter yeara constituted so much towards
tha succoss of his missfonary life.

It was in this hardy climato of Ulster
whero he acquire that streogth of body and
todifference to hoat and cold which enabled
him fa timo to camo to support tho labors of
the Episcopacy for over thirty years. But
albovo all. it was during thess lung weary
years of captivity, and from dally intor-
courso with tho nativos, that he obtaioud so
thorough a knowledge of thecir cuatoms,
laws and laoguage, which aftorwards at
tracted tho iuteution of St, Germain of
Auxerre, and marked him at onoce as the
futuro Anostlo of our country.

Aftor six yeans' capuivity our Saict ro-
turoed to his native France, Ths achool of
adversity had beea for himn one repleto with
tho richost lossons.  He had Lecome acous-
toncd to meditate on the hidden ways of
tho Almighty, and it was in thoso nightly
meditations by the mountain slopes of Ao-
trim that God had spoken to him, rovealiog
tho scorets of his vocativn. Like Abraham,
he was toleave his father’s house and tho
homo of his kindred and go to a atrange
land which should be pointed out to him,
thoro to become the Apostle of a faithful

cople and tho Father of a chosen raco.

estored once mora to lite tv, his first
thonght was toprepa-e himself for the mis-
slon whi-h awsited him. Aftir having
studicd for yesrs in the groat monastio
centres of Marmoutier and Lerins ; after
having accompanied St. Gernalo to Britain
in a missin undertaken by him tn extirpate
the Polagtan heresy in that conntry, our
Apoatle journeyed to Rome, and thero, on
the rccommendation of the Holy Bishop of
Auxerre,wascommissioned by Pope Celeatino
to preach the Gospsl to tho Pagan I ish.

His friends and relatives became alarmed
on hearing of his res.lution to devotse his
lifo to the conversion of a race who, under
tho dread name of ** Scats ” had often carried
death and des'ruction through the outskirts
of the Raman HEmpire. All the meauns that
natural affection could suggest were cm-
ployed to shako his resolution. Gifts wers
offerod, tears shed in abundsnco, and tho
most touching ontreaties were addressed to
him. * The grace of God,” he sald after-
wards, * epabled mo to resist them that I
might prewch the Gospel to the Irish uation.”
Aiftho ciforts of his iricnds proved fruitless.
Tho will of God had be o but too clearly
defined in his regard.  The volce of the Irish
childreo was canstantly riogi:g in his cars.
It had often disturbel his nightly medity
tions in tho solitude of Marmoutier, aod in
the holy scclusion of Lerios ho still heard it.
It followed him to Rome, even into the
prerenco of Celeatine, and now it 10se hlgh
abgve the cries of cven flesh and blood :
¢ Holy youth ' Divine Apostle we imploro
thee to como and dwe') with us?” Tueir
prayers wero heard. He would como to
them. Like the gre t patriarch of old, bo
would leave all to obey the voice of God.

Ho accordingly set out for Iroland, and
arrived off the c.ast of Wicklow in the
mouth of May, of tho year 432. Whata
change had taken placo in his deatiny from
that timo when, an humbleshephord boy and
slave, he la? his fl scks to pasture on the hill
sides of Antrim. Ho now appoars as tho
prophet of a now religion, the accrodited
ambassador or the Most High God of the
Christians to the Pagan clans of Ireland.
He goes to proclaim Christian liberty where
he himaclf had found pagao bondsge, and
to imposc tho awect yoko of a crucified God
on pagn necks which had long endured tho
shackles of Satan. lanwsfail was now dearer
to him than it coald over have been to the
Phenians of old, who first visited its shores.
Dearcr than it was to tho Scots who, whon
they beheld it from afar, framed in the rays
of tho sotting sun, knelt rovercntly on the
dotks of their ships and thanked tho Sun.
(i:d for tho island home, Me had given
them,

Ireland wasno longer to be the land of
the heathen and the mother of the 8abean
firo-worshipper : she wae now to assumo the
real slgnification of her loveliest of titles:
*“The lslo of Deatiny.” Dadtined to be
hoaceforward Clirlastianity's aaored {fslo and
the virgin homo of that Incroated Fire which
0sMo d%wn from Heavon, snd which warms
and lights overy man that cometh into
the world.” This waa tho land which God
had pointed out to the now Abrahain, Thou
shalt leave Uc.of the Chaldesns, tho homea
of heresy, tho courtly palaces of Arian
Bishops, and the high placos where Nes.
torius avd Pclagius worship ; and thou
shalt turn thy faco to tho Weat, to that land
which 1 havo pointed out to thee, and there
I will Lulld theo a great nation which shall
bo the home of light and truth amid the
unfrersal gloon, and which {n time shall
enmmanicate its inherited blession: to all
tho nations of the earth.

Repulsed at Wicklow, ho landed in
Cistar, where ho preached the now Gospol
and made many ccaoverts. Hearing that a
solomn convocation of the nobles nud princes
of tho land would take place about lister
tido at tho Royal Palaco of Tara, ho resolved
to g» thither, and propagato tho new religlon
in tho very midst of Paganiun. Sailing
round tho mouth of tho Boyne, ho procceded
up the river, and enoamplog on the Hill of
Slano, boldly lighted the Paschal ire. Now
it kappencd that tho pagan liish, maoy of
whom were Sabeans, or firo worshippers,
celobrated that day thoie greatest feast in
honor of Bul, the Sun-God. It was the
custom that all the fires in tho proviace
should be extinguished beforo the ceromonies
begsn, When, therofore, tho King boheld
the strange firo on tho neighboring hill ho
was surprised, and aogrily enquired of his
followeis who had so presutned to disoboy
tho royal commaund and violsto the sacred
customs of ths oountry. An aged druid
priest replied that they wero strangors from
a faroff laud beyond the seas; and unless
their firc were that night extinguished, theso
mon who lighted it should in timo reigo over
thoe wholo island.

That Paschal fire, dearly beloved, of
divino faith was nover extinguiahied in Ire-
land. It first warmed tho hearts and
lighted tho {atelligence of that Pagan audi-
cnos at Tara, and thonte gradually diffuscd
itsoll throughout the entire kingdum, burn-
ing everywheio the evil works of idolatry
and brightening the gloom of Paganism.

After that Haster day the mieaton of 8t,
Patrick was virtually at an cod. The
rinces and ngbles returned homewards
rom that last Sabean feast clothed {n the
white baptismal robe. Tho Druids left the
occult rites af the oak and the mistletoe to
become Christian priests, and the vestal
vl gins of Baal, shors of their tresses, con.
secratod themselves to the Sun of Juatice,
aud cherished henceforward a nower firc—
that fire of Divire Lovo—in the ecclusion of
hia eonvent.

The Apostle labored, however, with con.
summate prudence. He did not rudely
assail or re)cct cuctoms or coremontes which
might be tolerated—thus affording a prece.
dent which tho Apostle of the Anglo-Saxoas,
in afcer years, was uo® alow to follow. The
foreats of the Druids woro consecrated to
Chr stianity, acd side by slde with the
round-towers, and in order to share the
solemn fecliogs which they inspired, Chris-
tian tomples aroso. Nor did the occupation
of the barJs end with the religion by which
it was crostod. Thelr services would be
henoeforth necessary to chant the glories of
the new heroes, the Saints and Maityra of
tho Catholic Church, and when once blessed
acd transformed (says thoold chroaicle) tho
music or their harps becsmo 30 sweot that
evon the angels lent down from Heaven to
listen to it.

But, dearly beloved, the Church does not
regard only the life of tho Apostle and tho
{anumerablo spiritual graces which he had
received for the benefit of others. She
pri narily directs 1ho oycs of her children to
the inany graces which St. Patrick had re-
ctived for his own individual perfection,
and the horoic use that he msde of them to
sanctify himself, lest, haviog preached to
others, he himself might bzcoinc a casta.
way. Though in his manifold virtue he
cqualled tho greatest Saints of the Church,

ct in his humility bo surpaased oven
imsolf. He was wont to call himself * the
lowlicat and vilest of sinncrs, unworthy of
the mercies of God." Liko St. Paul the
Apostle, and in imitation of His Diviao
Master, ho did not disdaia to work witt his
own hands, but would often times assist his
mnooks and lay brothers in manual labonre.
But abovo all, ho was a man of prayer. He
daily recited the whole Pslter aud the
Canticles ; and in the most hurried moments
of his mirsionary lifs would always find time
to raiso his heart to the Almighty. At night
he rose with his monks to chant thedivinz
office, and whea tho others had rotired ho
would atill be fouund in prayer befors the
Tabernaclo imploring the divinz assistanco
{for his own wante and tho necesmticsof tho
Infant Church. Ho would afterwards re-
cline on tho hard floor of his coll, with &
stoue for his pillow, and thua would he
refresh his body after the fatigues of the
day and proparo his soul for the nceds of the
morrow,

It was this lifo of continual prayor and
mortification which drew down upon his

- —————

1abors thoso Llessed results which remain
unsurpaseed in the history of the Church,
That bleseed life was now drawln;f to a
close. e had truly fought the good fight,
and nothing remsised but to recoive tho
crowa of justice which a merciful and fust
Judgo had In store for him. The weakneaa
of hls body {fuo-casing, ho desired that ho
mi.ht bo Iald to rest in that Noethern Land
that ho loved sc well ; and fortifying him.
soll with tho Diviue Myaterics, he breathed
his soul futo o hauds of his Creator,
** Blessed are the dead that dio in the Lord,
from honccforth now, says tho Spirit, that
thoy may rost from their labors, fos thelr
worka follow them.”

Comln;i as an Apostle In ther midst, bo
had found our fathors mttiog o the dark.
noss of Paganism and in the ahadow of idol.
atry- and what a ohange ho had offectnd,
The princes and nobles, tho rich aud tho
poor, thoe Deuid aud the bard—all had cemo
to knoel Leforo tho altar which Patrick had
oreotad, and to adore that God whom ho
adered,  Tho ldols woro broken, tho shiades
of tho sacred forest woiro deserted, and tho
shrines bofore which their fathors Lent sho
kneo in rovorenos wero scattered to tho
winds, Tho power of tho Druids and their
gods have passod away forover, and the
sacred fslo of tho Phwnicians, the Iunffail
of tho ** Scots,'* has now becomo the * Islo
of Saints " of tho Christians,

Tuough dead in the flesh, the aplrit
of thu Apostlo still survived in tho
midst of 'hie children. le did not
loavo them in Povcrty. but bequeathed to
them the Godly icheritance of his own
Chuistianity—and what was more, his mis.
sion of Apostle. Socn aftor his death his
children carcied his faith to the nations of
Europe, and becamo in turn tho Apoatles of
other races. Columba futroduced Christie
anity amongst the kinsmen of North Biitain,
wkero ho eatablishud tho celebrated monas-
tory of lona, 1t was from him that Scotland
has recclved that religious spirit which,
corrupted though it has been by tho foreign
leaven of Gonova, still rotains much that is
admirable. Columbaous and his mooks
evangolized Southorn Franco and Northern
Italy, buildiu;."l mooasterics and founding
universities. Lo Switzerlead Ireland has
given her pateon, St. Gacl. Germanio races
havo recoived no fewer than 150 Irish mis-
sionarics, and in return for the double civil.
ization of scienco and faith which they
brought. have placed them on their altare as
tho Patron Saints of thoso churches whoto
foundation they have laid.

But it is not alone their missionary s, frit
that must commend itself to our admiration;
their wutellectual development of Law was
still moro disagreeablo. Schools and Ubi.
vensitier multiplied on wvery side, and
strangors froms sll parts of Burope wero
roceived in their midst, and with that gene-
rosity charactoristic of their race, were
cducated and clothed freo of charge. ‘A
residence in Irclind,” says a learued Eog-
lish writer, “like & rasidence now at our
University, was then deemed casontial to
literary famo.” * Tho monasteries of Ive-
land," says Dr. Miluer, ** were the lumin.
aries of Western Europe when tho Sun of
Scicnce had aimost set upon it ; and it is to
them, under God, that wo sro indebted for
the preservatiot of tho classics, the fathers,
and evon tho Huly Scripturcs.”

Such was Ireland in tho ** Dark ages” of
European histery. She was then really
sitho Isle of Saints and Docters ;™ and
religion and ecionce, banished {rom the
continent by the barbarian chivalry of
foudal Kuropo, found heroa peaceful asylum
and a homo. ‘Lhus was the life of vur Saint
continued, reflected and honored in the
labors of his children ; and when ia after
years our native land was tried by the
sword of porsecution and Ly the fire of
religious hatred, she arose from that trial
withall theconst.ncyof tho martyr's and the
zeal of tho Apostle, .

Other nations have given isolated ox-
amples of thelr missionary zeal, but the
glory of Irclaud is iofinitoly greater, Not
coutent with giving individual proofs of her
religious £ativity. she has goce forth beraclf
as a nation to cvangelize that almost univer.
sal Empire on whose territorics the sun
never sais. Providenco has allotted to
Lppland the conquest of the world ; but her
solglen, Lk, the Romans of old, are only
tho heralds of tho Gospel. Thoy prepare
the way for ita srirituul conquest by the
Apostles from Ircland with their Catholio
Religion—that religion alono which is large
enough, brozd coough, deep cnough and
strong onough to sastain the univeraality of
the Empire to which wo belong, and which
it iscur duty and our miasion to Catholicize.
That ahould over be our chiefcst glory~—the

lory of buing chosen instrumonts in the
gm s of God for the propagation of the
true faith amonget the diflerent races who
speak the samo language.

But let us remembor that such a vocation
is pot tae subject for boasting; ncither is
our faith itselt anythieg without these good
works by which it shoald bo practically
manifested. It is only by example of our
Christian lives and the faithful dischargo of
the duties which we owo to God, to our-
sclves, and to this tho land of our birth or
the homo of our adoption, that our roligion
shall not bo dishonored or roviled on our
acoount. It was ono of tho roproaches
frequontly addrcssed to tho Jowa by [their




