4

THIE MONTHLY RECORD.

or to discloss the soorct counscls of tho un-jand hellish atrocities have been perpotrated of Tndinn affairs, we may havo taken lin)
created mind, or to offer a reason for the|in the hrond bluze of duy, and in the sight'or no personal concern with the state
mysterious course which Providence pursues of high Heaven, by a mistrusted and traitor- prospenity of the country, with the law.
or toattempt a_ justification of that wisdom wus eoldiery - how helpless women and in- that have reguluted its commerce, with 11,
which is supported by Oummiscience und uocent children have been eruclly massacred, weans by wlich its armies huve been rs
which arrauges and provides Jr every burat- how the missionarics of' the cross havo been or with the provi-ion nnde for its civil.
jng bud or fulling leafl, ns well as for the martyred, God is snying,—< this thing is tion hy the adoption of cducationul suensu..y

origin and overthiow of hingdoms? It ix

envugh, if from tho history of the past aud sustained by familice in many lands, by the we wight have dono.

from me.” By the bereavements and lusses

Qur sin muy be that we have not done wl;
Uuless we cun fan,

the vbscrvation of the present—confined and anequalied interest which is everywhere and honouiably disconncet vurselves w .,
tinted though they be,—we are supplicd taken in the prugress of events, by the anx-{the country to which the Indian cmpr,
with countloss proofs of u presiding skill, ietics everywhere filt for the safety of the belongs, and which, through its governiun,
adapting its resources to the accomplishment living and tho honor of the dead, God islis responsible for the improvement ot all .

of pre-determined ends, prescribing and sus-
taining laws the obedience of' which secures
a huppiness proportionate to the extent and,
strictuess of their observauce, cffvcting un-
expocted good through the instrumentality
of aboundiny evil, making the sufforings of
the fuw, for which it is unblamenble, admi-
nister prosperity to the wany, and in no
single instance th.t hus ever yet been dis-
oovared chargeable with theslightestdeviation
from what we know to be right and true.
Provided with thesa gleanings of actual
knowledge, illustrative as far as they go of
the doctriues of revelation, we may take
our stand in the exercise of a faith toundd
on God's holy word and unchangeable per-
fections, and rejoice in it as * the substance
of things boped for, the evidenco of things

saying,—**this thing is from we.” By I
violated laws and awakened vongeance, by
all the evil already done and the greater
good yet to beeffected, by the reversos we
huve experienced through disaffection and
rebellion and tho successes we are now at.
taining by the magnanimous bravery of our
troops, hy all the glory taken from hambled
terrur-strichen man and all the glory aceru-
ing to his Maker, God is saying,—* This
thing is from me."

‘I'he preacher then proceeded to advert to
the provocative causes and iustructive de-
signs of * this thing.” Under this head he
stated und illustrated some general principles,
such as,~-the comnion but not always reali-
sed expectaticn that the visitativn of sin
should be indicative to some extent of the
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not scen.”  And sure wo are, that whateveriguilt incurred, for while thero are certain

else may be accomplished over and ubove
what is revealed, no jot or tittle of all that
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken shall
fail to be falfilled or suffer contradiction.
And be hath sid,—* Righteousuess exalteth
a nation ; but sin, is a reproach to any peo-
ple:" and He hath said,— and the heavens
shall vanish away like smoke and the earth
wax old like a garment, and they that dwell
therein shall die in like manner ; but my
salvation shall be for ever, and my right-
eousnoss shall not be abolished :” and fle
hath said,— the nation and kingdom 1hat
will not serve thee shall perish; yea those
nstions shall he utterly wasted :” and He
hath said,—Lot not tho wise man glory in
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man
glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches ; but let him that glorieth,
glory in this, that he understandeth and
kooweth me, that I am the Lord that exer-
oiseth loving kindness, judgment and right-
eousness, in the carth ; for in these things [
delight saith the Lord - and he hath said,
—The idols he shall utterly abolish.” And
is he not saying now of the Indian mutiny,
a8 he said of old of Isracl’s revolt,—'* This
thing is from me"” ?

Oh yes, my brethren, by all the desolations
that have swept o'er India's plains, by all
the enorwities which have indelibly and for
over blackened tho page of her history, by
all the torments with which her towns and
villages bave smoked, by all the once peace-
ful homes that have been converted into dens
of crime and houses of slaughter, God is
saying,—* This thing is from me.” By
the tale of woc wafted to every shore, de-

calamitien surc to resuit from certain wicked
couraes there are muny sins the punishment
of which ia neither confined to the scene of
their commission nor limited to the parties
more imncdiately chargeable with their guilt;
— the suggestiveness of the ovils we endure
in recalling our sins to remembrance and
the readiness and ense with which we trace
connections between our sufferings and our
inicuities, as an illustrution of the gencral
truth no evil befalls us of whioh &in in some
form or other and committed at one time or
another is not the cause ;—the non-confige-
ment in a vast number of instances of the
effects of sin to the position and happiness
of individual agents, but the pollution of
the various relations of life which by the
vices of individuals are rendered conductors
of mischief and misery to connections and
dependents. for example, the vices of a fa-
ther not only act directly upon himself by
the conscquences of which they are nataral-
ly productive, but in many ways entail
«uff-rings and hard-hins unon his children—
the sins of a people reflect upon the charac-
ter of their rulers, and the errors of a
governmentare borneby its subjects, Tuking
these principles for our guidance, yet by no
meaus pretending to allege an unexceptional
conformity in every particular, we may
conclude, with reference to the calamity
with which oar Indian empire has been
overtaken, that as it is nationally felt and
lamented, so we are nationally implicated in
the guilt which provoked it. We are not
freo to wash our hands and say, we have
nothing to do with these massacres, we are
innoceat of these torrents of blood. We

claring to a startled world what villainous

may have had no voice in the management
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resources thut by comjuest are plucd
their comnmnd, aud for the discharge of 4,
the pressing duties which the subjugat
of” ignorant and barbarous tribes implics, w
must hold ourselves to be partukers of th
sins and shortcomings which are being viaty
upon us with such wrathful fury. Let o
not rashly accuse the British Governmey
for their trentmentof India, unless wearesny,
that as & British people we have done vur
duty to India. let us not condemn our
rulers for their shortsightednese, neglect ang
misinanagement, until we are satished tha
we ourselves, with the same respousibiline
to honor, weuld have acted better,

We can uever cxcuse the indifferene
which hus been felt in reference to the fin
that the debusing rites of n durk idulatery
and demoralising barbarism huve been prac.
tised by thousands of our fellow-subjects,
but are we oursclves not chargeable within.
difference and inactivity 2 Have we prayel
as ofien and us fervently as we ought fur
the extinction of these corruptions? Iaw
we demanded that the altars should be ot
cd und the graves plucked up?  Have ne
heen content to benefit by the commerce i
that country, and 10 remain unaflected by
its towering iniquities and blasting abomi-
tions?  And are there no sins apart fron
these of which we have been guilty asa
people, and of which we are this day reming.
ed? IHave we been grateful as we ought
to have been for the bounties with whih
Providence has blesscd us in this richand
fertile Province ? Have we been truly sun-
ble of the advantages we enjoy, and dilient
in their improvement? Are therc no scath-
ing abominutions amongst us ; no vicrous in-
dulgences, no public crimes, at the thought
of which we should be humbled and griesed?
Ob, let us lay to heart all our sins ud
shortcoming, and see how righteously our
God bath been displeased with ns. Whie
we supplicate the removal of His curse and
the return of His favor, let us resolve to le
more mindful of our cxalted privileges, les
regardless of His will, and less inactive in
His service.

This discourse was listencd to throughout
with deep attention, and at the close of the
service a collection was made in aid of the
!I)gdian Relicf Fund, amounting to £28 3
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“ Some hearts,” says Southey, *are like
certain {ruits,—the better for having bee
wounded.”




