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a comparatively small number of our race shall
be saved.  Tor when we think of the teeming
population of the world considerably above a
thousand mullions of human beings, and take
into account the very many generations which
have abready passed away, and the very many
more which may yet glide on beforo the con-
summation of atl things, though onty a compa-
ratively small proporton of each of these gen-
erations should at last euter Heaven, their
accumulated numbers would form an assembly
altogether beyond our power of calculation or
comprehension.

But let ns never forget that there is no pro-
miscuuis admission mio the celestial world —
that it i> ouly to them who order their Jife and
conversation aright, that will be shewu the
salvacwn of God.  Thongh a great muhitude
which noman can number wiil enter {leaven,
as great, or perbaps a far greater crowd shall
go down 1o the place of everlasting woe.  For
says our raviour, *Wide isthe gate and broad
is the way that leadeth to destruction, and mauny
there be that go in thereat, becavse strait .3
the gate and narrow is the way which leadeth
unto iy, and few there be that tind it.”  And
if 50, Iet us puuse and consider for a moment
in which ot wese two ways we are walking-
Most, it not adl ol us, protess to be journeying
towards Heaven , Lut ob, let us see that inthis
we are nenher deceiving ourselves, nor impos-
ing upon others by a furm of Godliness wlule
we arg destitute of its power.  Wore the great
Judgeat this moment to descend and to separate
his own sheep irom those who, as yet. have not
really entered his told, 1 would, we very much
fear, astonish us all to see s0 few on his right
hand sud so wany on hisieft.  And perhaps
some self-abased, lowly belicvers now in this
andience, would be agreeably surprised to find
themsclves where they imagined they had no
right to be piaced ; while others of greater con-
fidence and lofticr pretensions would be sadly
mortitied to discover themselves excluded from
the place of houor, where they thought they
had cvery right to stand. Ol let us beware
of self-deception—with having a mere name to
live, while in reality we are spiritually dead.
Nothing leads to Heaven but the regenerating
and sunctifying intluences of the lloly Spirit,
and unless we have been brought into the way
of life by ihem, we can never arrive at the
abode of perfect rest.  The road to destruction
congists of many devious ways, some of them
so much resembiling the narrow way and seem-
ingly running so perallel to it, that men often
mistake the oue tor the other.  But it signifies
little by what paths sinners depart from God,

for all the ways of vice lead wirh equal certainty
to ruin. Then “enter ye in at the strait gate.”

11, And tho next thing requiring our attention
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is that the countless multitude which St. Jokn in

vision belcld in Ifeaven was collected from all the

diglerent parts and tribes of thewold. “1 beheld””

ho says, “and lo, 2 great mulutude, which no

man could nuwd o, of all nations and kindreds

and people and tongues stood hefare the throne

and before the Lumb.”  The dews imagined

that sabvation and the special favor ot God

were forever to be confined to  themselves and

those who Decane proseiytes to their forms of
religious worshup. — Anteven the Aposilos of
our Lord obstinately clung to this seltish ‘#ind

exclusive notion, until their ignorance dnd

prejudice were removed by the outpouring of
the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost.  But

then they saw that God 15 no respecter of per-

sons.  Curist broke down the middlo wall of

partition that separated between Jew and Gen-

tile, and by his Gospel proelaims salvation to

every creature.  While God’s ancient people,

as a nation, have hitherto rejected the Mersiah,

muny of the  Gentile kingdoms have long avo

embraced . And our text very plainly

intimates that the Gospel of the grace of God

shall in due time be preached 1o all those dark

places ot the earth that have not yet received it.

It shall nuuber among  the trophies of its con-
verting power men of every vountry and cvery
clime. The black Aftican, the wwandering sav-
age, and the untutored Hindoo shall own the

swiy of the great Redeemer. So thataceording
to his own declaration, “Many shall come from
the east and west and from the north and south
and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac,,
and Jacob, inthe kingdom of Heaven.”

What an illustrivus exhibition this gives us
of the infinite value of the Redeemer’s sacrifice:
~what a cheering proof that a rich harvest of
souls shall one day be brought home to God—
and thas the glorions Gospel of the Saviour
skall be ultimately published to every nation
under Heaven.  Ages indeed may puss away,
and generations yet unborn may go to their
fathers ere the whole world is Uhristianized.
But the work is in progress and shall be com-
pleted in God’s good time, and the hitherto un-
believing Jews brought in with the fulness of
the Gentiles. And all this too may be effected
mucit seoner than we imagine. And shall we
now stand st'll and look on, as mere uncon-
cerned speciators.  The Almighty counld
casily herald the glad tidings of salvation to
the remotesy corners of the earth by those
winged messengers who surround his~ throne.
But he usually aceomplishes the purposes of
his providence and grace by human agency
and natural means.  And ‘in achieving the
evangelization of the world, he spec-ally de-
mands our prompt and cordial co-operstion.
Shall we deny ourselves the privilege and the
honour of siding him in the accomplishment



