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out, The orator still stands in the forum, but
lis lips are mute, and his hand motionless,
and the sailor yet may be seen on the deak,
hut no breeze wafts his ship onwards, for
warrior, scholgr, orator, sailor, all guietly
wait, that we may examine them leisurely.
Here we find ourselves in a cooler and calmger
atmosphere.  We are no longer jostled by
the crowd. The war of gommerce is far gway
~—all is hushed and still, and suited for ealm
enquiry. Most men know what it is to rush
away during the feverish heat of summer from
the din aud dast of a lmge city, far away, to
the green hills and quiet country, and there,
in the cool shade, leisurely pluck the wild-
flower, and :ass a short time in quiet reflec-

tion. And egually pleagant and healthfy! is it,.

at times, to rush backwards to History,—to
leave behind us for a little, the busy cares.of
the Present, and other guxieties fur the Ifu-
ture,
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the ungaingly roots, the spreading leaf, up

still, to the budding blossom, and the expand-
ying flower. “'Phrougt the shadow of the
y world, we sweep into the brighter day,” say
| they,—*+and therefore sweep, O world, that
| the brighter day may dawn,” )
i The careful student of History will, how.
. ever, nat fafl in discovering that while in ei.
1 ther of the foregoing theories, there is ah éle.
 ment of Truth, vet theve is ahsolute Trath in
.neither, He will ind that a want of Haith,
y and a melanchalic ‘Temperament exaggerates,
- in the one casg, and an easy credulity and san-
) guine 'Temperament in the other. We think
i he will confeas that History estahlishes the
1 fact of Progression, that there is certainly an
| emerging from chaos, that the day of human
! History grows brighter, as its Sun mounts
+ higher and higher, that the clouds and mist
. are gradually, though slowly dispersing, and
) that all the phenomena of the Past seem to

In nothing, perhaps, do men differ more : augur the advent of a hrighter and a better
widely, than in their views of the comparative , Future. He will find that the race of which
merits and the relative glory of the ¢ Present” . he constitutes an atom, his not liveé;_and
and the * Past.,” ‘There has always been in - toiled, and studied, and dixd, wholly in vain,
human society, a class of men known as ** mo-  that through the agonies and strugeles af the
pers,” men who are everlastingly harping on  Past, something has heen gained, and that this
the same sad and plaintive string, who seem . something is all the more precious, on account
to have lost, at least, all confidence in man- of the erormous priee frequently paid as irs
kind, if not in the Goverpor of man’s destinv . purchase. 1fe will indeed ser generation af-
—who point to the Past, as * the golden age,™, ter generation of men, like the leaves of our
where virtue reigned supreme-—~who are dis-.. forests, grow up ounlv to pass away, but like
satisfied that their lut Lkas been cast among,. them too, leaving behind them some nourish.
the degenerate wmen ang the barren avents of) ment for a future generation. e will diseo-
the Present, and who look forwards to the fu- | ver that the gems dug with immense toil from
ture with the: mnst tenible forebodings of : the mines of sclence have not been buried ia
“misery and’ woe." ‘fihe theory of such men ; the same graves with the discaverers—that
is—that the world grows wicked us it grows the flowers plucked from the flelds of know-
old—that the pfogress of human society is(ledge have not heen hapelessly scattered
from better to worse—that the devuvlogement  the four winds of heaven, but that gems and
of the race is downwards-~in short, that the { flowers have been carefully preserved, and
great, the beautiful, and the gaod must be that mankind are greatly euriched by the trea-
sought for in the Past, And were human so- | sure.
ciety wholly made up of such mnen, theconse- | 8till, let us not over-estimate all this. Wie
guences might be easily foresven, the wheels i live in an age when we hear much talk ahout.
of progress would soon become clogged and t Progress and “ Developement,” much that
motionless, the life biood of human spciety | deserves our best attention, and far more.of
would very soon stagnate and cease its.circu- | what is mare ¢ talk,” shailow and superficial, -
lation. ut there is ajways another pprtion { though delivered in fing-sounding phrases and.
of society, that serves most effectually to pre- | Philosophical Terms. “I'his 19th centiry-hac
~ent this stagnation. According to them, the | witnessed an attempt tq revive'the old Manad
Past is equivalent to the Inferior, it is the | Tneory, and thav peculiarkind of develope-
Lgypt of bondage, while the future is the Qa- § m -nt so flatteriiig 10 the dignity of our com-
naun of rest, Iivery vear, asit passes, brings 1 mon nature,’By making us merely a higher
the world tiearer the brighter Future. ‘Lheir : species of the nionkey tribe. The same cen.
watchword is“Ongards,” Onwardsatany price + tury tao-has witnessed the doctrines of ¢ De-
aund at all hazards. ¢ Throw down the old,” | yelopement” applied with muoh cleverness
gry they, and erect the new; throw down the jand great ingenuity, and learning, to prove
false and set up th true, perish the miserable | that what Protestants generally call * ths.
forms of the antiguyted Past, build up the noble | ahominations of Bopery™ is the natural growil,
‘Iemple of the ]%utm'e, that the nohler manof the doctrines oip owm Saviour, and conse-
may come forward and worship, ‘Pheir the-d quently must possess the Divine sanction and
ory is, that the progress of man is from.worse ; approval, And evervwhere we may hear de-
to better, that the world grows wiser s it | clarations of human advancement, of a growth
grows older, as the river grows stronyer when | in knowledge, an accumulation of r:sources,
st nears the. qeean, and the beauties of+the ; an amassing of power.
plant increasg, as you mount upwards fram 1 But while we are ready to acinowledge the
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