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paper proprietors, in their mnemorial to the
Home Secretary, say that the existing crinsinal
and civil iaw of the island is perfectly adequate
to deal effectually with any possible oflence
wvhich the press can commit But that is flot
the point. The memorialists do not object to
the House of Keys hiaving jnrisdiciton to punish
for contempts comuîitted in its presence, and it
is for themt to show why there shouid be a dis.
tinction between the contempts committed in
the face of the House and those committed flot
iii the face of the Huse, lu the tiebate in the
Keys, Mr. W. Farrant prnposed as au ausauid-
nient that, in case eitlier bouse is liballed or
aggriaved, the mattar should be raferrad to the
Tynwald Court, and the judgment given and
the sentence awarded by that Court. This
amendnîent was rejectad, on tIsa gitud that,
inasmucli as the House of Lords or the bouse
of Comînons did not~ allow its dig-nity to be
comprousisad by having to cousuit ac ll ter
about a contempt, it would be udiguified aud
dangerous for the Keys to be in the powver of
the Couneil, or the Council in the power of the
Keys. Au anseudmant to leave the amount of
the fine and the dsîration of the imprisuinent
to the discretion of the ofl'endad House, was
rejected ;aud certainly it is isatter for offendars
that the discretion should be ljnsited. Mr. La
Mothe dalivared a speech that is cslculated to
alarmi the press. Ha objects to tlse press com-
menting un peuding bis. Ha says tîsat if
there is ail uljectian to a bll, the objector
shouifi presarit a petition to the bouse, aud that
commienta in the prass should not be uariiuitted.
If the Tynwald Court Bill is passe.i, and thýe
Ilouse adopts the view of Mr. La Mothe, the
Msnx precss will flot be able to discuss auv po
litical question. That would be an absurd sud
srepre]sensible interference with the liberty ot
tha press. What is the reînedy ? The mntor-
lalistsa sk that Her Majesty nsay be advisedt to
wjthhiold hier aissaut fromt the bill until clause 5
lias been expunged ;but that would be rather a
strong violation of coistituitional etiquette.
The b-il is approved by the Exueutive, it was
adopted by the Coucil, aud it was îsassed iii
tihe Keys, witli clause 5, hy a majority of six-
teen to three. Fancy the Quteeu being asked to
veto a bill iiatroduceil by the Goverumreut,
passed by the Lords, anti also passed iu the
Coxumons by 0*lèur-fifths uiajority!

The pioper remedy is in the aboligjon of' the
attempt to adapt an Imperiai systemt of goveru-
muent tu the goverumient of ait iland thirty
miles long- by twelve miles broad, with a îboîsîî

lation of.-0,O00. A numbar of peuple, about the
flfth of the population of the borough of Fins,-
bury, bave two Houses of Parlismaut sud a High
Court-the Court of Tynwald. We agrea with
the memorialists, w-ho say that "' it woulil be iii.
deed Jaugýerous in the extreme to invest a ssi-
orsiluate legisiature, iii a suali place like tlie
Ie of Mail, w-ith suchi a power as is uow

claisuied." But if there is to be a legislature, it
sbould have the rig-lits sud privileges of a legis-
lature. %%'bat is now happeiiug in the Isle of
Man lias happeried iii Gi-ceand Cther siaill
commuuities, whiere tIse Britishs Constitution
lias beau tried. The machinery of gov@es-umeut
that works well iu aiu aucieut sud populotis
kingdoin will flot do iu other places. WVe see-
tise practical objection to clause 5 wheu it
is read in conuection with Mr. La Mothe's
vies-s uf coutempt. But %ve cotild flot, as law-
yars sdvising on a constitutional question, suip-
port the request of the ineuio-ialists, tisat the,
Queeu should be advised to refusa bier assaut to
a hill appruved by tha Executive sud passed iii
the bouse by overw-heliuiiîg usajorities-Lase
Jourual.

A"; AGED SUIT.-Soine scieutiflc inquirers
have doubted whether auy man or wuman lias
evar lived fur oua hurndred years. Whatever
scepticism xnay exiat as to tise duration of
humait life, nu oua can cunteat the possibility of
a suit in chsucery lasting for 135 yesrs. Tise
ficnitions suit of Jarndycc v. Jaisad(yce bas havis
achipsed by tha real suit of As/le y Y. Ashlcy,.
This glory of equity jurisprudence firat saw tihe
light in 1740, wliei Lord bardwjcke lield thoe
Greast Sessl. The Master ini Chanceî-y reportesi
un it in 1792, the yetr iii wviich l,.rd Tisurlow
wss fiually driven from office, axchaugiug tic
Chaucery aud tise inace for Bath aud tIsegout.
Front that memorsîbie epoch thse suit slept ; but,
as iu i1 ' Van WVinkle's caca, tise spai-k of life
was not extinet, usly dormnut, sud tisa suit ru-
appeared iii the yessr of grace 1875, ou Novt-
ber 19, befure Vice-Cisancellor Sir Richards
Malins. Tise long torpor under w-Iich it isad
beau oppressed had givan it nes' strengîls, ansd
uhan il awoka its giant forma su atfected hs
Lordsîsip that, iii psssing judguîeut, tise Vit-e-
Chsanceluor recoîssned that tise suit shosuld at
ouce be renioved iuito tise Court uf Aipeal foss
final adjudication, lis looking issck risou tise
history of this suit the greatest suarvel is tis.t
Lordi Eldosi liad no bsand iii prtsmotiug iti luis-
gevity, and tise next greatest miarvel is'that tise
Judicssture Ai-t svill prove the wetalun of ils
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