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bility to be a witness, a juror, a surety, to sue, or to inherit land.

A man of high tank was always fined more than a man of 10W

estate, in a like case. An offence against the propertY Of a

poor clansman, who could iii afford the loss, waS punisheâ
with greater severity than a similar offence against a wealthY

man. Yet the person of a man of rank was respected nmore

than that of an ordinary individual, and an insuit to it w'a"

more punished. The chief factors in determiniflg the amnOUlnt
of penalty for any given crime were: the damage dofle, the

status of the injured person, the status of the crimiflal, al"

the accompanying circumstances. This amount went to the

person aggrieved, or to his representatives, if he wa., flo Io

aud represented the revenge which probably would have beefi

taken on the wrong-doer in a wilder state of Society. ea
Besides the payment to the inj ured party, the reilfln

tion of the judge, or arbitrator, had to be provided, and tj

was either a charge upon the amount of damages recovered,

or an additional payment made by the unsuccessfui Party.

The Brehon'being human (even Mr. Ginneil ad TIf this)f
his fee was settled by certain known rules: one-tweîfhO
the accused's honor price, if lie was found guiîty, and if the
accuser failed he lad to pay the Brehon as well as confPenlsate

the poor accused.
When a freeman in old Erinn was injured he did nOt laya

information before a justice of the peace, for there
neither magistrate nor police: he did not issue a writ tO

mosthe wrong-doer before a judge, for legal tribunal theç7e

was none. He took the law into his own hands, a he
opinion was with hlm if if he did this, not to reveflged

wrong, but to be indemnified in damages for it. the iig
the ofedrcnett ee h hl atrtheXOfg
ment of a Brehon by distraining upon him-, or if the hts
doer was a person of higl degree he was fasted tlPOfld t1

the gentleman didtno
the party aggrieved went to his house and sat o.tl his
door fasting, and if tegnlmnd o quicklY 'orncted il
senses when lie saw the faster lie was hiable to be m lceX01
double damages. (Strange to say the Brahulin-S used t
this fasting racket in India until quite recent days-) hl
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