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ment lias already beau made from. worse tu bet-
ter, and that frônm each vantage ground gained
it would be degradiug and împiuus to retreat."

Mr. Patterson with the saine end in
view as bis predecessor, lias, as we have
said, 8truck out a iiew path, peculiarly
bis own, and with especial reference to
the liberty of the subj oct, which. is in truth

the ruling principle of the Anglo-Saxon
race. In bis preface ho says :

IlThe author lias sltempted to take the read-
er over the samne grounds [as thal traversed by
Blackstone] by a route altogether different, and
alwsyR carrying the lamp of' the liberty of the
subject loto every recess, examning ecd
leading detail by the Iiight it supplies, and
trying, if possible, to mark at each turu
where tradition ends and reason begins-where
freedom broadens slowly dowu from precedent
te precedent.'

The two volumes before us coutean
a general introduction to the subj oct
of Law, discussing the current definitions
and divisions under the general title "iThe
liberty of the subject," and exhibiting
that division of what lie ternms the sub-
stantive law, entituled the IlSecurity of
the Person," in complote dotail, showing
how the law guards personal freedoin, and

what have been the leading changes

through which it lias passed.
It will be seen from what we have said

that the author does not, se far as lie lias
gone discuss what Blackstone would cal

The Rîghts of Thingys," except so far as
thoy are incident to the security of the
person and the liberty of the subj oct.
Wo should think it quite possible that
the author lias in view hereafter to con-
tinue lis illustrations of the great divis-
ion of the law untouched in the two vol-
umes before us. We trust ho may. The
great menit of the work before us gives
promise that a new legal writer lias ap-
peared on the sceno who will take bis
place as oue of the best that England
bas produced.

We will now give an example, taken
hapliazard, of the stylo adopted bY the
author. Re lias been speaking of liow fan
suicide is included in murdor. Ho thon
continues :

*Preity Of the. ancients Ca Io 8 ik.-The

ancients wene not unanimous in the view they
took of tie lawfulness of suicide. Plato thougit
it justifiable when une wes overwhlîeïed bY
calamity or poverty*. Aristotie coudemued it
as an iujury to the state.t The Gymnosophists,
on reacbîug a certain sgt, or when threatened

*Lawa, hib. lx.
t Mtien, v.

with disease, burut themselves, after inviting
their friends to a feast.1, Cicero asserted the
doctrine of Pythagonis, that it was unworthy to
abandon one's post and leave life, without the
order of Providence, yet praiged the suicide of
Coto, who resolved to (lie rather than look on
the face of a tyrant.§ Virgil, Coisar, Ovid,
Seneca, Plotinus and Porphyry seemed to think
suicide a shriuking froni duty. But there waa
considerahie vagueness iu the view held. The
Stoics geuerally viewed suicide as one of the
ways of displaying their. indifférence to lîfe and
its troubles. The Stoical type of moral excel.
lence, which was that aimed at by the edurated.
classes of Rome, taught that death was not te
be feared, and that rewards or punishinents in
the present or future life were noý the true
motives of virtue. Whatever views iu the
abstract niay have been held, many distin-

uihed ancienta comioitted suicide.11 But no
Zrter on this subjeot lias surpassed Marcus
Antoulinus, who ays, 'lil becoînes a man of
wisdom neither to be incousiderate, impetuone,
or ostentatiously coutemptnous about death, but
to await the season of it as of one of the opera-
tiens of nature. '¶f

The author then further discussesl the
subject under the headinga Influence
of (Jhristianity on Views of Suicide-
Capital Punishuient by way of Suicide-
Gladiatorial Conteste a kind of Suicide;
and thon proce eds with:

Suicide how * crinze ut cSoim law.-It
stemus to have. been a doctrine of our comun
law at an varly date, that inurder included sjui-
cide, antd that the latter act -vas ipso fadto a
fe1ouy.** Heuce forfeiture uf gouda and chattels
was a legal cousequence of the sot, and as the
suicide was his owu executioner, the forfeiture
accrued ou the set, since conviction was ren-
dered impossible. But though trial was super-

Q. Cur. b. viii. c. 9. The learned have renarked
tbat ther n othing expresly stated Iu the iaw 0t
Muses as to suicide, aud that it bas not generally béen
deemed to bc included ln the prohibitions o! the slxtb
commandmen. Jtichaoli Coin. # 272. But If the
learned bave su oettled this point, it oniy shows the ab-
surdity of juterpretimg divine laws la the way that courte
of law would juterr most municipal lawa; for the aub-
ject matter, the object sud effeet of the two kladu of
laws duffer toto crot.-See ente, p. 113.

f De Senect, .20;Tscl. 1. De 0100. b.1.c- 81.
iione Hegeslua, mentloutd by Cicero, -s c-110d the

uralor of death, from the Persuasive m&naner la whleh
ho palnted tbis final relief fruni cars, aud many volun-
tarily rusbed to tbe lumb wlth enthbumal.-2Tuse.
Qtuas. lib. i. ; 2 Locky, Hi8t. àNor. Cocceua Nerva, a
prosperoUs lawyer je nid lu have eommilted suicide
owlng lu the sad state of Public afalrs lu the republic.
-Tac. AmLn b. vi. c. 29-

gM. Anton. b. lx. 0. 3. Tbe Kncielitâ record witb
what indifterence the indians o! their lune aseended a
funeral pile sud burut themsoelves to death. it being, as
the), represcuted, au cetera customi. Calonus dld s0 In

prec o! the whole army ut Alexander the Great
And a venerable Brahmln iu su embassy froni Porus lu
Augsu did the sane tbiiig aI Athena-2 Meutce,
Id .. nt 17. The siamese, ludeed1 couldercd lt a
laudable set of piety.-B Univ. Nod. BÎdt. SX0 In Indl.,
su enger were me.n tW juin In drawiug the car ut Jugier-
naut, sud so confident If they could only pull a rope, thie
would go tu heaven, Ibat in their excitement lbey f611
beuealb the wbeels, nul unwilliug]Y.-Cl5Tks, TOUi
Relig. 134.
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