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ANOTHER NEW YEAR. Foreign Mission Fields, or seven times us
v many as in lthe Presbyterian Church in
. New year has come again, How Caaada, while the giving to Foreign Mis-
quickly the story vrepeats. The yecars sionary Societies for the carrying on of

grow old, pass away, and new ones come.
Bug the old never return. They bear away
the record that has been written on them
of goud or i not tike the scape goat into
the wxlderness to be lost and forgotten,
but to take their placé beside others gone
bei‘ore them, there to wait till the roll of
years' complétes, to pass under review,
and, if worthy, to receive ‘‘tvell done”
from Hjm who gave them. The years ac
not refurn. Each year past is a year less
to. live and’ work, a year more for which
to give account.

_This New Year is a notable one, the
most notuble that the world has Seen since
the fitst year of the Christian era, for it
not only closes a century as eighteen other
years of our era have done, hut it closes
the most remarkable céntury in the world’s
hls‘tory Nevér century saw such changes,

such, progress, as this one has scen. All
the wonder: of steam and electncxt\' be-
long to this century, with so” muich that

foiloivs in Lheu' train. The work of these
two great magxcxans glone Has transform-
ed the world in the century now closing.
Or take the changes along another line,
that ‘of uplifting the world to a better
life. In the beginning of the century there
were cight’ Forexgn Missionary Societies in
the' world iwith' one hundred and fifty or-
deined forexgn missionaries, but no or-
damed ‘na.twé miss:onanes no unmartied
\vomen as niissiongries. ‘Noiv there ‘are
three 'hundred’ and “sixty-seven Foreign
Mnsmonary ‘Societies, six thousand six hun-
dréd Yrdained foreign missidndries, and four
thdijsand three Hitndred ° ° missionaries’
wives a grand unpmd host’ of wvorkers.
There' aré four thotsand unmarried “women
as forexgn nussxonames Thiére fire  four
thodsand ‘two  hundréd ordhined native
mis¥iohariés, ‘and smtvmgh{“ thbusand na-
tive tetxchers arid dssistants. “Thére 'ard a
.mmio"’n“ and ‘é. ha]f [e} cmﬂmumc}ahtS' in
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this great work has arisen during the cen-
tury from fifty thousand to fifteen il
ijons of dollars.

‘ake the world by continents and wwhat
a chauge. In KEurope u century ago wwas
intolerance and despotism both civil and
ecclesiastical. Now the power of the lat-
ter is broken and that of the former is
being continually limited by the progress
of popular rights.

Asia, with its countless peoples, was a
continent of cruelest tyranny and idolatry
largely sealed to the outside world. Now
the missionary, and his aides, the railway
and telegraph, with all that these mean,
have penetrated its nearly every country.

Africa, a century ago, except some small
sections of its cocost, was heathen and bar-
barian, little known of it but its shape.
Now, explored through its length and
breadth, dotted. with mission stations,
stenmships ploughing i‘s rivers and lakes
in the far interior, the Cape to Cairo rail-
way far advanced, the century long slave
irade crushed out by Britain's strong
right arm, and ““‘Africa’s open sore’” at
last healed, the Dark Continent is moving
with rapid strides towards the light.
"South America has made the least ad-
vance of any continent, but even there the
steady, if slow, progress is toward a bet-
ter civilization, ‘while the Christian mis-
sionary, ever the pioneer in the uplifting
of the world, has visited its towns and
villages and fracked its lonely steppes and
forests with his message of life. .. .

North America, our own Continent! What
shall we say of its progress? A century
ago a strip of settlement along the Atlan-

tie coast, had, as thirteen states, been
twenty-four years at mation building; while

wilderness, -prairie, and -mountain.- the
home of the savage,, man and beast,
stretched far to-the setting sun. . :
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