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In a %voik that I 1 ubliî,hed on " ''le Fresi MViter 1-i>li of Canaida,"
I qtuotud on the titie page, the following passage froin W. Scrope, a
writer in the early part of the ccntur-y, whiere lie says,- I like the
s(ciety of fmýh, and ab they calnnut wvith any convenicince tu themselves
visit me un dry land, it beconicý inc in a point of courte.-, tto pay mny
respects to themi in their native elernenit." Quaîntly as lie expressed it,
it forshadowed the study of their habits Now Nature oppous Lcrtain
ohvious obstacles to the pursuit of knowledge in the %vater, which
renders it difficuit fur the ardent naturalist, however iiutcl lie may be
so disposed, to carry on his observations %vith the saille f.cilit)- as in the
case of birds and inammnals. Still, by obseeraion here and experi.
ment there, ;vatching thiroug.,h a sheet of plate glass, naturalists manage
to piece togetlwr a con-,Âderable iiîas-, of curiouis and initeres-tiiig informa-
tion of an out of the %va> sort, about the doinestic habits, and inanners
of sundry mem-bers of the finny tribe. To the eye of the mere casual
observer, every fisli would seemn at first sîghit to be a mere! fishi, and to
differ but hittle froin all tlie retst of hib kind. But wliun une coules to
look dloser into their wvays, one finds fish are in reality as various and
as variable in their moudes of life, as any other great group in the animal
kingdoni. Concealcd under stones in babbling brooks, hiding in the
grassy margin of purling streanis, buried in the depthis of silent ponds,
roaming iii the subrnerged forests of aquatic vegetation, ib a rnultiplicity
of animal life that a y profitably be miade a study, and to thoroughly
explain wvhicli would require a lifetinie.

Ti i85o, Mr. Robert Warrington addressed to the Chemical
Society of London, a series of observations on the fact announced by
Ingrahami in 1778, that plants inmersed in water when exposed to the
action of lighit, emit oxygzn, and tUic consequent necessity of thieir

presence for the preservation of animal life. Hie reported placing two
siiiaîl gold-fib ln a glass, lîaving first planted in sand and earth at the
bottoni, a small plant of valisneria. Thle latter, as the leaves decayed,


