
a chemist of no rnean repute> have worked together ina grictiltural
investigation tuntil 10w thecir names are iniscparably linked in the history
of niod.er agriculture.

W~ith the exception of the *ex.periiment Station founcled by the
eminent chemnist Boussingault in Alsace, Rothamisted wvas the first

place at whiich systimatie exiueriiments in agriculture %vere tried.
Germiany folloved in the good %vork 1y the e4;aI)lisliient: of a Station
at NIckf-rn in 18S5 2, It w"as there that the wvritcr sawv a fewv years ago
Respiration Experimcnts in l)rogress, involving the use of costly and
elaboraie apparatus, and a great expenditure of skilled labour of the
higlhcst ordtr. And it ma), he hiere reinarked l tt tie results of thiese
inrivestigat ions h ive doaie much towvards putting tie féecing of animiaIs
on an e(:onoaiic and scientific hai.On this continent tiie first agri-
cultural experin-ient station wvas founcled in Connecticut in i 375. Sir
John Laives coulci tlierefore very îroperly cdaimi priority for Rothiamsted
in this noble and important Nvork, and it is hiere but meagre justice to
stite thiat from this eirly date theýc investigations have been conducted
at his sole exJ)ense.

With die large staff of cheici4it consiantly engaged, it is easy to
iniiný-ie the vasr aniour.t of data that froni tinie to time bas accu-
ntîl; ted at 1~îase.The Ipublli!lh d ac otints of these are to be
fou.-d ini the transadi ions of the Royal Society (Egad>of theý Royal
A,,ricultural, the Cbieinical and other scicntific societies as well as in

pamphlet forin and in journals devoied to agriculture. If tbey were
now collated they, %ould fill m.-iny large voltumes. Recognixing the
tremiendmis import.ance of the work and wishiful that it sbould continue

aerislfimSir J. B. Lawes in 1889 endoNyed the institution and

entrusted its management to a board of truistecs. \Vitli great ge nerosity

lie mîade over to them the new chemical laboratories recently built,
the experimental fields and £îoo,ooo as an endowmient fund. In

this dcccl of trust, known as the Laivcs Agricultural Trust, Sir John made

provision for a. course of lectures on the Rothamsted Experinîents to be
çlelivered biennially in the United States so "that Americans nia), share
in any benefit that may arilse" fromn the work therc, past, present and

future.
r.Robert Wirington, F.R.S., so lon- an associate with D)r. Gilbert


