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NATURE STUDY, No. XL.

MANUAL TRAINING-THE MIECHANICAL HOBBY.

liv MIARK (y. MEINE*L.1.S., D.).S., Ottawa.

What appears to be a reasonable defirrition of the word
Hobby is, a pursuit fiIowvLd l'or its own sake, a result of ctrtain
mental activities requiring expan%ioii. Upon the ordiriarv pur-suit becomne a hobby, Iliere falls the spirit of art -iork for the
tiork's sake and the reward to the soul of the wvorker. To hob-hies may bc traced rnany irreat inventions and flot a 1-ci of outmost useful institution!.. The verv lise of the term as indicating

ain enthusiastic devotion to olle subject in%leatd of a perftiictorv
performance of dailv duty i s a keynote t the whole sib -ect- It 1-Son! v when a pursuit hecomes a hobby thiat it develops hieyolîd tihe
level of medi.icritv. There is nothing to prevent onc\'ý hobby and
onles vozation fromi being ideni ical, or bo their runilinàr on Parall1el
lines. Happy is lie whose vocation and hobby are inter-relattive.
because kno«ýledge ga,;ined -n one ma-% lie applied to îlle ht-icr
ment (if the other. Every Nuccessil mail lias bis Ill¾ t e il-
dividual that cannot heco'mt-enî'i, 011 in ':*l'e .:
Illte 1s nieyer Ilikelv- t ri..e i lbove ilic :,rl- r r~rE~ Cc
the enlthiusIias ivaacnl- .ted in a t1l iok 0 *uly ci
hohbbv is not reari lv losi . for te lic Lit a accu ni lat e. iii il- c.1i- ncru;tr
bectirie available for ni.vrw prroc%. The Inît roJuct i1iîî of Nianual
Training to tiur educa!ion;îl stmS a lImpry- indication th;a. %ve
are aw~akiln to, tle facI:t ta ir rcî hods ini t lie paNt hA.vc been one-
sided. The old mnet lods o%-crioliokcJ one (il t he mti>t important (if

kfaculties, that whicli contains the incentjve to d,, thill.1%. It ]Sgood 10 know things- -il is hetter to be aile to do tig.Whille
to know may produce a useless pedant-to tic aile to do develops
a thinkingand self-reliant character.

Under our methods of education, manual labour has fallen
somewhat intc disrepute. There has been t00 great «- rush mbt
professional and commercial life, becatise, to put it -ilaiillythe
trades are flot considered so respectable, and the greatest ambi-


