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naturally. H. took themn from the parent fisii before Wef*

deposted, and white h. obtained and descrîbed the. egg and pub-

lished a drawing of it, no one could say if the. feature d.scrîbed

were normal or not, and ait was not possible to say whether or sot

it possessedl buoyancy, and belcnged to the. p.lagic type of ovum.

Van Bambeke'S accouait described tiie egg of tiie burbot as an

extremely smal, spiierical, transtucent ovum, with a pale greenish

i globule, surrounded by a thia coat of protoplasmn, the globule

being iield lin a flx.d situation, i the. yolk matter, by a columa,

or thicac strand, of tenacious protoplasmnic material. How does

this description compare witii the. features cf the. eggs, several

hundreida of wiiicii were depouîited, at the. end cf Jaaiuary, by the.

parent flsii in the. Ottawa Fisheries Museum and examined under

moderate powers of tii. microscope ? A study of tii... eggs

yi.lded tuis remarkable resuît, that thcy have ail the features oi

the. typical pelagic eggs which occur abundantly in the. ocean

wbere ccd, sea-ling and otiier Gadoids spawaî. The. burbct's egg

lu somewhat buoyant, of minute nixe, èxtremely transparent, and

delicate i structure. As Van Bambeke stated, there is a sîuigle

large cil-globule, greeaiish in bue, tiicugii almnost colorIess in trans-

mitted Iigiit, but flot fixed or iield in place by a strand cf prote-

plasm. Ncw, the. burbot is a close relative cf the. ser -ling (Molia

vaa<gris) and of the. sea-cusk (Brosusu brosiia, Muller), and

bears a strcng extemnal resemblance to themn, having an elongated

eeI-like biody, a flatteaied iiead, a small Birut dorsal fin, and a very

long second dorsal-and anal fin, as well as a round.d spatulate

tait. Tii. sea.ling and sea.cusk produce small pelagic .ggs, each

cf wiiicii contains a single large bright oil-globiale, that li the.

ling's egg pale greeaiisii; that lin the. sea-cusk's egg b.iaig terra-

cotta in tint. Tii. egg cf the. fresh-water lisg almest exactly

resembles the ovum cf its marine relative li ail essential features.

Tii. ova of the marine ling (Molmva4<wnis), to quote fromn the

large Scottisii monograpii (the. mout elaborate accouait cf flubes'

eggs ever rublished),* 4«are lus buoyaait than some other

Gadoidu., Gedus uerrha anid G. agefiman, and sometimes,

tiogiliving. sink to the. botton i quiescelit water, y.t "Uccess- f
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