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able in converting the heathen and
saving sinners,

It would be very unwise for usto
attempt to deny or to conceal these
facts, or to be too severe on the fathers
of the church and their successors for
their apparent great Jack of veracity or
want of literary accuracy and consist-
ency in preparing these GGospels and in
making them teach what they deemed
the most profitable and the most ac-
czptable to the Pagan world, which
they so persistently labored to convert
to Christianity. They were more than
a thousand years in getting all the
Furopean nationalities into the Christ-
jan fold. Now that this much has
been done, will it not be well for us to
critically review these gospels, and by
spiritualizing, simply or otherwise cor-
rect, these gross errors.

We may call the Book holy and rev-
erence its contents as divine, but to do
this will not extricate us from the em-
barrassment we feel in reading its con-
tents.  Biblical scholars have long
known the causes of so much incon-
gruity in the 1ext, but for the sake of
their reputations they have not ventured
to more than revert to the reasons in-
cidentally. What a relicf it would be
to many sincere, earnest minds who
are wrestling with these conflicting
teachings if they could be helped to
plainly see why the text presents to us
such a dilemma. Iriends ought to be
free enough from the letter to engage
among the first to inteliigently solve
these puzzling problems, even if criti-
cised for doing it.

But they cannot do it effectually nor
satisfactorily wi.hout some degree of
reading and a familiarity with the his-
torical facts, and 2 judicious use of
them, when they attempt to expound
some ot the mysticai and miraculous
lessons contained in these Guspe's.

1f we could all enjoy equal light how
much greater would be the harmony
and unity of feeling and work we would
experience, and more assured would be
our success. .

We are cherishing prejudices and
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sometimes unkind feelings towards one
another, simply because we are in the
dark or are laboring with different
degrees of Light, the principle on
w'ich and by which the Society pro-
fesses to be founded and to be guided.
T. E. LONGSHORE.
Philadelphia, Pa.

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

The kingdom of heaven is 'ikened
unto a grain of mustard seed, which
is the smallest of all seeds, but which
growsto be the largest of herbs, in which
the fowls of the air can lodge on the
branches thereof, which implies a
growth Now we are all created with
two spiri's which are antagonistic to
each other, one is of a benevolent
kind nature, wishing to benefit those
with whom we have to do with, even at
times to our own discomfort, the other
di~position or spirit is of a selfish
nature, wishing 1o sacrifice everythingto
its own argrand:zement, which we see
exemplified in some of what are called
the greatest warriors, whose selfishness
has led them 10 the most batrbarous
extremes of cruelty. Now we have the
power of choosiug which of these two
powers or spirits we will obey in our
minds, that our actions may be for
good rather than for evil, and experi
ence a growth in righteousne:s and
cons' quently peace and happiness.
for by being helpful to others is our
own enjoyment estab'ished. And
heaven is a state of peace, happiness
and enjoyment which by doing right
will always be experienced by ourselves,
at the same time assisting others
therein.

Our great patiern and head of the
Church bas declared th t the Kingdom
of Heaven is at hand.  And undoubt
edly it is to all who are under the
power or influence of our Heavenly
Tather’s law of benevolence and kind-
ness, which is the power or spirit of
Jesus, which is the Christ, which is the
power of God and his wisdom, which
was never crucified, but is the
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