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SUNDAY SCHO0L BA NNER,

do all that their commander asked of them, But
before this army could do anything another
smaller army met them. This was an army
of discouragers, All that these men did was
to go among the soldiers and tell them how
hard was the battle before them, how great
the danger was, how strong their enemies were,
and how certain to drive them back. This
made the hearts of the soldiers weak, although
their arms were as strong, their guns as good
as ever. When the heart js weak one is weak
all over. A discourager is one who looks at
the worst and darkest side and makes others
feel faint and afraid, - A discourager can do
great harm, just as an encourager who is
brave and full of hope can do great good. Our
lesson to-day is about some lliscmn'ngvrs, and
what harm they did to a great army,

Lesson story. The second word in the lesson
title is “Report,” Explain this. Once some
men wished to build a college out on a Waest-
ern prairie and begin a new city., They ‘sent
some of their number to find a good place,
They came back witih the report, that is, the
story of what they did, what they saw, and the
place they thought would do. After this re-
port the rest knew how to act. The lesson tells
of the spies. A Spy is one who watches, who
looks, who finds out without others knowing it,

Describe the chojce and the sending out of
spies to find out about the Promised Land with-
out being caught by the strange people who
lived in the country, who would not like their
coming,

The lesson may be put on hoard and divided

thus :
ETURN
AND THE
EPORT,

Picture the coming back, bearing the wonder-
ful Eshcol cluster of grapes, Tell the story

ENDING
THE SEAHL‘H OF THE
PIES,

of the goodly Jang they saw. But most of the
spies were discouragers. Repeat their story of
giants and difficulties, and the effort of Caleb

that he gave them a chance to get well, Ji
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and Joshua to quiet the fears of the people
and to encourage them to think that with God's
help they were well able to fight all the battles
and take the land as God meant them to do, So
two men gave a good report and ten gave a bad
report.  They all gave good eport of the coun-
try, but ten gave a (lisvourngiug report of the
dangers in the way.

Memory thought: Trust and try. The trouble
with those discouragers was that they did not
trust God and were not willing to try to obey
him and go forward, Therefore they reported
all the difficulties and dangers,

Are we like the ten or the two?

LESSON IX. (Acgust 31.)
THE BRAZEN SERPENT. Num, 2], 1-9,

GOLDEN Trxr: “And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, even 80 must the
Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life.” John 3. 14, 15,
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Primary Notes,

Introductory. Point of
contact, childish illnesses,
Talk about suffering and
relief, There must be
medicine, and some one
to give it who knows
both disease and remedy,
Unless we trust the doc-
tor we will not take his
medicine as we should. Unless we take what
he gives us, if he knows best, how can we hope
to get well? Impress these points : Sickness,
medicine, the doctor, the need of the doctor’s
knowing, and of our trusting him to do what
is best and following his directions,

Lesson story, There are three parts to this:
The sin, the serpents, the salvation, The sin
was discontent and grumbling at God and at the
leaders God had given the* people.  The ger-
pents were sent to punish them by their fiery
and poisonous bite, and the salvation was the
healing of the poison by a simple look at the
brass serpent.

The people were ungrateful.  Show how.
The heavenly Fathey loved them so much that
he would not let them go on grumbling and
sinning without showing them how wicked it
was and how surely sin brings pain and punigh-
ment. 'The serpents were poisonous, and their
bite meant death. Rut God's love was so great d
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