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part of the universe are they abiding?1 What is the nature of their consejous-
ness, the measuire of hieaven whiclî thiey enjoy iii that paradi.ge which is the
subiirb of lvqaven ? 'Ne know not ; and the oracles are miutt to us Mien 've
ask for revel tion from their lips. Awed aid attracted by the moral glory of
Christ Jes,ýis, Who, lias not -',oidtered %vlat hie was like? We know all about
lierot and po-,ts-size, lieigit, figure, fcattures, air, dress-all are on the
canvas for us-we caxn rccognize the man at first siglît, if ho be notable
enoughl to, live in miew.ory at ali-even to the buckslcin or the riband. But
the details of the pc-son of Jesus are left to the art.ist's imagination alono.
Hlindrcds have essayt-d to paint' hiim,hut no ligit canbe gotten fromn Raphaei,
or Caracci, or Correggiio, from ?.'attliew, or Mark, or John-even Luke-if ho
were, îas tradition tells us, painfer as well as physician-has neither indi-
cated by pon, nor drawn witli peiicil, the featiures of the Master whlom- ho
Ioved. The complexion of the "Man of Sorrows," the colour of thoso won-
d1routsly-loving eycs that looked throughi Peter, or that hair which the
thorniy crown confined, the sizo or m;mke of the rtiler of the tempest in Gen-
nesaret-of these things the Seripture says not a, word. \Ve see the Christ in
his moral and sniritual greatncss, and with this ive are bound to ho content.
And so of inany other niatters in which ive are apt to imagine that the con-
troversies of a(ges miight have been settled by an authoritative wvôd. God's
sovereignty and the respof)iiility of man-tîje mystery of tlîe two natu es
iii the poison of Jesuis-the measure of respect diie to the inother of our Lord
-tho scriptural chur-cl order-the true mieaningr of the iacranents-the
Word is silent as to -mdes and forms and rubrics, and wve are left to infer
oir duty by the dernonstrations of our Reason, by the perceptions of our
Faith. You will iiot fail to mark where Seriphire is sulent, and whiere Scri p-
tuire speaka. Silent on matters that are subordinate-fuli, eloquent, unutis-
takeable iii matters that ktre suipreine. \Ve have no) catechisiii, but ar *e iin-
pressed ivith the importance of somid doctrine, exhorte.d to " lold fast the
forin of soiind ivords, " and " to be valiant for the truth upon the e.arth." We
are enjoined tow~orsiip," not forsakingtue assenubling of tourselvestogethier,"
but no forin of service is prescribed wit-h the authority of a ]aw. WC are
to, pray, but there is no biblical liturgy. The Bible appeals to life,1
and life muust move at liberty, and must speak iilh freedom. There
is silence, tlh(refore, in the Seripture, wlion tho curiosity wvould probe
or the errant fancy wander-there is no silenice, buit a speaking fulness, ivlhen
the intellect thirsts for knowledge, and the hungry souil .voilà*f-.in be satis-
fied fromn the riches of tlîe Lord.. Eloqitcut upon the way of a sinner's access
to, God-Itct iu e\ceeiiug precions promiges for the puer -,vayfarer that
1 .nis fo)r salvattion- :1 bunidanttin its revelations tof the themes wluich God's
unnusilters are te, preach, aîîd of the. hiotour to bc paid to theu Rudeenier and
the l",pirit in the grand work of brisiging mon to God-Prce in its offiers of
i nercy, and î)utting suceli a power into its words that " the lamie mnani leaps as
an hart, and the tonguies of the dnnmb -,ng"-the Seripture hath yet a silence
which it unaintains unbroken to t~he qusi 0nso roeec rpio
The Bible, likie the Master, answers perverse spirits "after their kid"as
Be who talked freely of the mysteries of His Kiiugdoin to blind begi!ars and
fallen but penitent women, wva silent in utter rebuke of the haughitiness of
Caiaphas, and of the insolent imipiety of Herod. Lot us ask, in passng,
w.hether this silence is not of itself a presuimptive evidenco of the inspiration
Of the Bible. If inspoRtuors had joineil tu fabricate -t book, wvith any ntaral
shrewvdness or kuowledgo of hina ntue conscionus that the covctonisness
of mn groos out after that wluich is Iiidlen, would îuot these thin2s have been
the first on which they would have tried te satisfy desire ? Have ixot un-

potrinifornily donc so? The Shaster and the Koran, the old Apocryphal
Goplthe Heathen Mythologry and the Book of Mormon-du they xiot

attenupt it 1 They peer he1owv the surface, only to record ri(lîculoius or impilotis
deta:ils in the fancied wisdc.m, whichi is ivise abeve what is written. The Bible
alono maintains a dîgnified and wonderfuil silence, a, siînplicity that is noverj


