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ployee. And besides, these ninfers, confiding ira theli union, wiere getl-
ting to be altogether ton arrogant and exacting in th'èir demnands.

to, be paid irs cash, indeed 1 Just as if the orders on the
company's stores whicb they received instead were not as good as cash..
Complaining, too, that these stores charged themn twice as much for-
their goods, as other places did. A selfisb lot, these miners, bc-
grudging a few- honkest tradesrnen their legitimate profit, ofwihth

were even so, gea:erous as Io give a liberal sbare to, the company-
They must be tau.ght, at ail costs, that the company did flot intend to-
be dictated to by its w~orkmen regarding ils conduct towards themn-
At ail events. the strike would not last longer than a montb, and.
meanwhile. they would have made up for the small profits of late by-
the sale of the coal at hand, at greatly advanced prices. Would
2\r. AtikCins undertake ibis lask of-bhe hesitated for a momnent weill
we might as well be plain-of forcing the miners Io strike". The
superintendent needed nio second offer. His eyes bail begun to,
gl isten at the mention of the large sumn t be earned by so little worIc-
He did flot doubt for the mnoment bis ability to convince the men, as.
he told bis worthy employer, with a grimn smile, tbat now was the
favorable lime to strike. Sa, tbese two honorable business men parted,
mutually satisfied with eacb other.

':%i-. Atkins was making bis way towards the mine, bis bead already
full of plans to acrcomiplish the dastardly plot w1bich would bring suifer-
in- to, so, many innocent persons. Suddenly the sound of angry voices
sîtuck upon bis ear and caused himn to enter, quickly the building froin
whicb it proceeded. H-e found tbat the dis, aants were bis own
brother-in-laiv and Mi. Armstrong with several other miners. Ai-
strong was an officer in the local union an-d generally promninent in.
union circles. This fact did flot i-aise him one whit in. the esteern of
his superiors and be had sufféed, nany affronts and injuries at their
hands. Ai'kins was especially active in this petty persecution, for he
bore Ai-mstrong a personal grudge, for having beer. the chief instru-
ment in bis own condeinnation and dismissal from the union 1during
the last strike. Ile bad tried hard to find a plausible i-eason- for dis-


