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R,;ièed ait.Me Posi qecc ai O#tava, Ont., as Stcvnd.Clau .. faiter.

Benediet the Fifteenth

TIEN Arianism got a foothold in Northc-rn Itaîy, some
si'xteen hundred years ago, St. A-mbrose ound it

CI necessary% to institute certain heads, or captains, to
~~~~defnd the Clhurcll against those hernties, wvho denied

t1he consubstantiality of the Son withi the Father in
v the Trinity. Those illu.strious defenders of the faith -%ere
Sca-lied champions of the Chureli--"caip,-oiti della chf.sa"-

and it was thus the faimily of the present Pontiff originated.
Giacoino della Chiesa was born in Genoa, Novemnber 21, 1854.

Like mnany of bis predecessors in the Chair of St. Peter, the blood
of nobility flows lu his veins. The IIoIy Father is of a very small
stature, and, aithougli of a frail nature, he lias never felt the pang
of ill-liealt.li. Frorn bis chi]dhood, Giaconio was quiet reticent,
pious, sc.rious an~d e-xtreinely fond of books, so fond, as one writer
infornis us, thiat lie was in danger of ruining liis hcalth from study.
But aithiougl young, Giaeomo was, by disposition and habit,
peeuliarly adapted to the mission of Christ; yet flot even for one
day did 'dis parents eatertain the idea of hýaving tlheir son a priest
In trutlî. lis fathier's one ambition w-as to sec his son, not wearing
pontifical robes, but the gown, of the judiciary-, and so far didi the
parents persevere in tlueir wislies tliat, one day, -when tlueir son
expressed luis desire to becomie au ecclesiastic, tlie Jfather said: "II


