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quencbed; how strange noises were lîeard ; and lîow tZhere c-
curred twventy other sucli unaccountable circumistances as are
usually narrated iii sucli con nectioti. Curdzon wvas wrought into a
highl pitch of exciternent, his eyes peering forth into the envelop-
in', darkness as if in searchi of expected apparitions. As the
speaker proceeded his imagination becarne more vivid ; bis ]an]-
gruage, more forcible andi carnest. He. xvas apparently becorning,
interested in the fabrication of bis own fancy. They had reacbed
a secluded part of the road, enclosed bv dense bushies, wvbeî
Hardy arrived at the chief point of bis narration. Turningci towards
bis frighitenied conipanion, wvitlî suppressed but emphiatic tone of
voice,be prc,-ceededt to introduce bis principal character. "WC had
been but hiaif an hour in the deserted buildling,," lie continued,
"4when just as the old tinie-piece iii die corner had struck the lîour
of midniglht, in the entrance of the acjoining rooni, ,reat Heavens!
tiiere suddenly appeared-"

But, lie neyer finished bis story. At tliis juncture lie wvas
strangely interrupted by a low sepuichral groan, issuing- frorn the
back of '%.lie waggyon. Curdzoîî and Hardy turned suddenly around
when to their itter amazenient, a vivid glance of lighitning flashing

througbi tbe trees, displayed standing in the wvooden box, andi
enveloped in the milk-vliite sheet, such a ghiastly figure as was
neyer before seen, even by the eyes of the inelancholy Hanilet.

"The Lord help us ! It's Squire Morton " exclainied Curdzon,
leaping from tbe ivaggon. Without %vaiting te iait: tie horses,
Hardy followved, aîid both mii fled te the wvoods,. leaving Reddy
J ordan,for lie it was, conîplete mîaster of the situation.

The stable-boy's presence is easily explained. Hav;ng re-
turned fromi the liotel wvbere Curdzon aîid Hardy wvere seated, lie
covered bis face witli the flour broughit froni the kitchen, and
hiaving quicly renîoved the corpse into tbe adjoiniiîg shed,
took lus position iii thîe box, froin wvlicl w-e have just seeîî
him enuerge, te tbe surprise aîid terror of tic desecrators of the
old Squire's grave.

With sonie difficulty Reddy gained control of the frightened
herses, and turîîed their lîeads towards the liotel. The valuable
span is stillin his posses5sion, no one hîaving, dared te çIainî them.


