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Malcolm, however, did not forget that it is an indispensable
duty of a king to bo expert in war, and always in readiness,
thas he bo not wanting to the protection which he owes his
poople. William Rufus, who came to the throne of England
in 1037, suaprised the castle of Alnwick in Northumberland,
and put the garison to the sword. Maslcolm demanded restitu-
tion, which being denied, be boseiged it. The English garri-
son being reduced to great extremity, offered io surrender, and
desired the king to come and receive the keys with his own
hand ; but the solvier who presented them to him, upon the
oint of a spear, by a base threachery thrust the spear into
18 eyo, while the king was stretching out his hand to receive
the keys, and killed him. Hie son Idward carried on the
scige to 1evenge the death of his father, but advancing too
cagerly was slain in an assault. Whereupon the Scots were
so much afilicted that they raised the seige and retired, having
buried their king and prince at Tinmouth. Their bodies were
soon after removed to Dumfermlin, Malcolm reigned thirty-
three years, and died in 1093. [iis name is found in some
Scottish calendars enrolled among the saints. .

This misfortune was to the good queen an affliction which
only her heroic virtue enabled her to bear with resignation.
She lay at the sams time on her death-bed. Theodoric gives
the following account of her last sickness: *‘She had a fore-
sight of her death long befores it happened; and speaking to
me in secret, she began to repeat to me in order her whole
life, pouring out floods of tears at every word with unspeak-
able compunction; so that she obliged me also to weep, and
somotimes we could neither of us speak for sighs and sobs.
at the end she spoke thus to me: Iarewell; for I shall not
be here long; you will stay some little time behind me. Two
things I have to desire of you: the one is, that so long as you
live, you remember my poor soul in your masses and prayers:
the other is, that you assist my children, and teach them to
foar and love God. These things you must promise me here
in the promise of God, who alone is witness of our discourse.”
She survived this abous halt a year, during which she was sel-
dom abie .o rise out of bed, and her pains daily increased upon
her, which she bore with incredible patience, in silence and
prayer. In the expedition into Northumberland mentioned
above, she endeavored to dissuade her husband from marching
with his army; hut he that only time dissented from her ad-



