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BAsToR AND B EOPLE,

ESTHRKR AND RUTN.

There are twu buoks n the thible which bear
worien s names- -lusihier and Ruth.  hfferent an thewr
cast and their scenery, they possess n conunon one
stnking peculianty, n teacdung the most miponant
religtous (essons withuut any prefession of doing so.

The peculianity of the buusk of Lsther m omuiung
all mention even of the name of God, has been sug.
gested to my muind in louking over the map of North

Awenica.  Wherever the spaniards scuted, we find
such names as iera Crus,or biue Cooss,” Zrme.
dadyor * 1nny, Samtatcor Holy Fanh, Sansa

Marsa, or *Holy Mary; and a multitude of samnts
names, as San Lrancscoyor * Sant Franas.”  Wher-
cver the English seuled, on the cuntrary, we und
mustly only unconsectated names, sceular, or ol
heathen orgin, only here and there a name hke
»alem or I'rosudence.  But when we look for reliion,
we do not find it chicfly where the zehigious names are

Jound, The thing, as contrasied wath the name, we
we find not in Spanish but in English Amenca,

The Jews, for reasons of their own, huld the book
of Esthier in ligh esteem, according to an old saymyg
of the rabbis, that when all thear vther sacred wntings
have penshed the book of Lsther will remain,

May we not also accord a highrank to this book in
the sacred volume for its teaching a csson so necdful
at all umes, and still as needful as ever, against that
tendency to be influenced by names more than things,
which i1s the bane of sehigious iifee  {t stnkingly if-
lustrates God's control of events without imcnuon of
His comunandments, vr even Hsname.  ltishelu by
theologians to be an inspired buok, while lovking pre-
cisely hike any picce of secular hustory.,  In faq,
Luther condemned 1t as tull of * heathen unnawral-
ties.” It carrics none of those phiase-marks by which it
would now-a-days get into the “religious deparument ™
of a denvmunauonas uewspaper, sather than the
“secular department.”  And yet s a part of Holy
Scnpture,

Such a book reads us the tessun o depend less on
labels and more on conscience; w read the lessons of
religion aa all lustory and ail suence as weil as n
manuals of devouun , to recognice teligious truth out-
side of the catchwords of our own creed. . . .

In the hight of this buok the common distinction
between ¥ sacied ” and “secular " s worth remarking
on. Thisis a proper enough distinction, if properly
used. *“The law is good, if a man usc 1t lawfully,”
But in the nature of things this distinction 1s acai-
dental and temporary, scrving merely to educate out
thought to penetrate the profounder realities, where
all secular things become sacred, as all controlled by
God, working under His providence towards ends
divine, and sanctified 1n the regard of religious souls.
And yet how easy to forget the educational intent of
this distinction, and to use it for a permanent mark
between what 1s God's and what 1s not God's. $o
men give the name of “ divine service” to stated exes-
cises of worship, but not to their daily calling.  They
put religion apart from business and recreation, i a
way that makes heathen through six days, and hypo-
crites on the seventh. They regard the church as
consecrated by and for stated public worship only,and
desecrated by the admission of any innocent and
wholesome entertainment; making curious distinc-
tions between the degrees of sacredness which belong
respectively to the lecture-room and the main auds-
tory, as formerly to the Holy Place and the Holy of
Holies in the Jewish Temple. . . .

Against this false discrimination, against the human
tendency to place the distinction between sacred and
secular in fornis, phrases and names, the book of
Esther utters so strong a protest, that we might well
pronounce it, on that account alune, worthy of ats
placein the Bible.

The main lesson of the book of Ruth chords well
with this key-note of the book of Esther,

In Ruth we see the closest constancy of affection
beautifying a relation against which the satirist often
directs his bitterest jibes. We see the hardest times
bnghtened by the flowers of the purest love. We see
a virtuous self-help sensibly accepting a trying situa-
tion, and honestly winning its due recognition and re-
ward. We see the providence which feeds the spar-
rows aiding the pious and mdustrious poor. This is
Just such a story of common life as would instruct a

tude people in some of the primary lessons of morals
and religions just such a story as a divinely guided
prophet might bave written for such a purpose, In
the pnmitive age it was a lesson which the divine
teaching of the race could hardly, have faled to give
i some torm or other, Commun as » the lessun
now, 1t 1s not yet weli learned.  {t 18 common hfe,

| domesue nfe, nov among sude Hebrews merely, butin

all umes, that nceds just such sanctilying as an ex
ample ke Kuths,  This world, our homes, vut dadly
work, make the uircle where just such evamples neeid
to shihe,

« « « Lhe buok of Ruth 1s a stanthing protest agunst
the besetung etror of putting rebigion unly indudtrines,
insttations, ceretmomes, Ruth iisists on s beung put
intu the Uife, the hume hfe, the work bfc, the svcal
tife, m ali pure and sweet moralty, 1o vew of the
fatal fauility wath which men fosget this, we tmay well
behiere that our unine teacher, the Span of ol e
cured such « buuk s place in the glutous cumpany
of prophecy, guspels and revelaton,
taught that the sublime doutnines of an wncarnate God
and an opened heaven are of no avasi cxeept we em-
body the spirit of rehigion in the ftuny form of motal
beauty, anud whatever butdens and tnals God cails
us to glorify 11im by well doing.

In such lessons these two books, however ducrse
in speuar wolvunng, blend in impressine baanony.
W e nind thetr detadds w sumlar aceord, i eabuinung
the spusnt of picty in practical and moral forms,.cather
than devouvnas and teligious,

Cumpare, for aistance, the dutdulness of Lsther to-
ward Mordecas, even after she became queen, and the
dutifulness of huth toward Naoti,  Compare agaim,
the combined enengy and prudence of cach i hes
wine v need, Lsther empioying ais of soman s wact in
coniduning her penlous and deiate part wah the
King and wath slaman, Kuth o conceit with Naon,
dechiming the prviicge ot the law ot imhetnan.e until
sin¢ had estabushed her character by mdustry and
fweal picty.

Lompare cach agan an her teiaton to thuse ua-
known clements i the hands of pruvidence which
are the reuance of the nghteous and the dread of (he
witked, Ut haity, as she went w gican, ne sead thae
“her Aap was™ 1o light on the fickl of Boaz,  Cuncern-
g Lsuner we read, in wmbinatiun, e smguias
postponemcnt of the fatal way by ser adversary s
superstitivus use of the lot, and the uneapected blast.
ing ot Haman by the sudden disclosure of the et
that hus revenge had sgnorantly sttuck at the queen.

Peculiarly intense in coluuning 1s the picture of pro
vidential control as it appears in Esther's tecord.
\Wrath fell on Haman as a thunderbolt from a clear
sky, when Lsther in her supreme moment sunply
said, “The adversary and enemy s this wicked
tHlaman,” The fact, to hun before unknown, that the
queen was of the race he had struck at, saved them
and destroyed him.  How stnking this suggestion of
the unknown clements by which providence operating
through law destroys the wicked and delivers the
Godly!  The success of any seliish scheme depends
on an indefinite number of particulars, some of which
he cannot know, and any of which, when reckoned 1n,
may change the whole result.  Hence he is ever at
the mercy of the unknown clements by which the
ommscient disposer of events controls the issue.  The
unknown clements in human calculations! Never
forget them. These are the avenging and recording
angels by which every soul is made, sooner or later,
to realize that the supreme power works for nghtcous-
ness.

The very position which these buoks respectively
occupy in the Bible between those which precede and
follow carnes the analogy between them sull further.
It s singular to éind the book of Lsther, so intensel)
secular in 1ts forin and s phrasecology, tnserted be
tween books so intensely religious in external expres-
siun as the bauks of Ezra and Nehemiah preceding 1t,
and the book of Job which follows, Equally singular,
though i another point of view, is it to find that
peaceful scene of rural innocence and piety, which the
book ot Ruth depicts, between the book of Judges and
the books of Satnucl, so full of bloodshed and mourn.
ing, and fierce struggles and wild cries of victory. It
sntervenes like the cven-song of shepherds in a lull of
battle-drums and trumpets. It teaches us the com-
forting belief that even in calamitous times earth's
happiness has not all been spoiled. The world's past
is not so dark as history pretends.  Our thoughts may

always turn from that record of strife and crime and .

for s0 we mc.

suffering, which {t often seems the chief task of the
daily aewspaper to spread before us, to contemplate
those unpublished winistries of vittue and goodness
which are covered from the eye of the reporter to
swille in the sight of the recording angel,

In ealubiting the analogy between these two books
this feature cught not to be omutted, that each is the
stoty of a good wuman in a hard place. Less need
be said of that here, bevause that seems to be a chare
actenstic of mest Lhible ograptues, stonies of good
peeplein hand places, the moral victonies of constancy
and faith amid sore trinls. In this tespect the ac.
count of Esther demands especial notice.  She held
only the rank of the best loved one in a polygamous
houscholld, whase arrangements were as repugnant 1o
vier moral scnse as s the odious pecubianty of Mos-
mumsm. To Lather's moral sense  confessedly noble
as was her character ot can hardly have been thus
repugnant, with the puiygamous precedents set in her
own nation by suveregns from Davids time, and
Gpuaily commen m the foragn fand of her binh,
Sudhi s the sevelaven of motal progeess whick the
Bible histury gaves, by incorporauny such ngcs 7]
the best men and wuinen of catlier tanes, in the same
record wath the teachings of Hun who maue known to
later times the divine intention of the fact, that the
first family consisted of a wedded pai,

To conclude. the lesson of smelustveness which
Easthes gives by agnoring the outside distinction be-
tneen “sacred” and “secular,” Ruth gives in another
way by egnoring the distinction clsewhere recogmized
betneen the chosen people and the heathen, Moses
bad pronvunced a curse on the race of Moab, which
aftes « thuusand ycats Nehenuah keptinforce. From
this aceursed sace, and aganst the proltbinon ot
anter snattiage wath them, came " Ruth the Moabitess.!

The Jewish Chuich, as narrow and exclusive as any
chuich that ever eaisted, was obliged by the necess-
ues of its posiuun 1o be such,  The feeble hight amng
ficree wands must be withan a lantern,  Someihing
was needed tu offset this, and to show that this was
not the dnare ideal, but & temporary arrangement tor
au exgengy.  Heace, in remarkable conirast with the
caclusineness of the people and their insututions, the
reprated testimonies of the prophets to the truth which
we hnd embodied here in the living example of this
wuiman.  The nameot the foreignet rrom the accursed
tave s heie tnscribed in the nauonat record beside the
names of Moses and Swnuel, as a silent testunony
that Gud 1s the God of all mankind, and that all have
annheritance in Hun,  Thus, side by side with the
excdusiveness of tempuraty religious forms, the Uld
Testament places the nclusiveness of the abiding
spint of rehigion.  Whue the "Moabite was debarred
from the nauonal sanctuary, the Moabitess is enrolled
m the holy volume wlich that sanctuary enshrned,
And sv wng as creeds and sects and rehgious forms
cstrange men's syinpathies, so long will her story re-
peat the timely lesson, to seck in the religious spiat
the inctusive bond, the essential umty,

s not unworthy of notice that the two books of
the Bible which bear women’s names are wholly oc.
cupted with present duties, and things near at hand in
a nagrow range, while over all there plays the light
that comes from afar and from above. Nowhkere is
the great consequence of some hittle things more -
pressively displayed than in the madents of these
books -the king’s slecpless night saving Mordecas
from the gallows; Ruth’s casual entrance of Boaz’s
field conducting her to the place in history which is
hers. Nowhere 1s the supreme worthiness of uprightly,
dutifubiy, and bravely living the lot which providence
assigns more persuass-ely set forth.  What worthier
lessons could women, or men, teach mankind than the
fessons of these books, in which the distinction be-
wween royal Esther and humble Ruth s lost sight of
amnd the hight that glows in the simple goodness of
both?

**Honuw_and shame Jfom no condition nise 3
Adt well thy patt ; there'all the honour lies.”
* What shall 1 do to be futever known ?
T4y duty &er”
—Sumday Afternoon.

FENCED CITIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES.

What will we do. with the children? This was the
question under consideration one day in the tnbes of
Reuben and Gad. These two tribes had decided tu
ask as their inheritance a portion of the country east
of the Jordan. It had already been conquered, but
before they could settie down in it for good, all of them



