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*AsrllAND ýhOPLK,

liera are IsSu books art die lubie wviiIh hear
wnliietC5itatîtes -Est lier laitl itîttit. i>ifftieiitininteur

tait and iscar stcllery, tilt)>îîss in comulitn une
îîriking ~ ~ s itctina> ieatiitg tua lilas: ilîîponîanî
religiaus tessons witiiuit ait> prpfki!sion ut tilng eu.

Titefc peuiarrairite fi buuk ut Làstitr ais atiaîîilig
ail attentionr aven ai tite siâtia ai (loti, lias beeu sug.
gested to tt mina mn aukîut civet flia niait ut Nortit
Atacri. %\itereva (lite âpa.niarîls sertie'], sic tuil

squeltîîîs naine s .,li 9,P,., or I claie s ,.U3. liu:i-
d4ids, or - i rait> , àtiyit#8 1 <, or I loh iaitil
.Ifarrsaî, or 'a liai> Mat> j andi a itatitiute ai saints
natilc., as %oii lirait us a, or NN l acs ~ ier-
cs'cr te Lngiéahi scitieti, un ltae tuntrar>, iv£ sautf
intai> uni> naauîsc.u aine.sts, scutlar, or ut

lîcattien origit, oni> hecre andi ltera is naie likec
.,aieutii or i'ruidcncc. But %nîten nve iuok fur religiont,
ive do nol fial i îîtiiefi> %viaerc tit -cii;iutas -ia re
rouînd. Tite 1hnaý', a3 tontras,.ed %%tii te naie, sice
wce finti nor an àpanist bait ta Lngltîa*itucia

'l'lie Jcvs, for rensans ai lteit %)%s anti hut book
af Eilier rsi itigi esîcîtil, Iccutxllsig lu an olti sa>atlg

ai t'ie rabhîis, tulast siien ail1 dicar utilersart srtitgs,
-hive perisliaui th boqk of Lsther %ii&i Icîttaîn.

May we not aisoa aî.curd a itigi tranîk tu titis book an
the sacrati volumea for ils raac-hing a Iesson bo needft
at ail tigntes, andi siail as netdful ab cicr, tatnst ltai
îendcncy ta ba tnftocnccd b> natine falte tllit thiatgs,
wlîîch tas rite banc of religioîis itil t sraking> il-
lusirates (loti s c-ontraiol ofc% cars% sttitu ineasttui of
lits contittandntentb, ur clefit i is riante. Il asliti b>
theologians tu bc att inspareti book, hvigil loukintg îarc
cisely lîke amy iiitrc of scL.îtar fistîlry. In tact,
Luther condcniacui l s ail uf - itatitet unnarturals-
tics." Ir carracs nulte of tituse itia.sc.ntarks ba> ssithl i
wold nowv.%.îdyb gel talu tîte - rclîgiutas clIcartittent
af a dcsnnaitun.aa tassaau aillaer tlt.an fite
1sccular dcp.artrtsnt." %tit îîi us tî liit of iIslob
Scriturc.

Sucit a book reatis tais tue acssuaî tu depeituals on
labels andi talote on coçnscItence tu i-cath ttelsson> ai
religion i lit i tsury andi ail scit ea.s %vet as an
manuals ut dlciotion , ta icugrauc teigiuîis traJita out-
side ai te catcitwotts of our avea tcet....

Ia tte lîght of ltas5 hok 'lue tutîtsion diîstinctiont
batwcaî~ sca c" ati i acîttr" s sorthit rinua

on. Titis us a liruper cîtouglt dastinctan, if lirulicily
usei. IlThe iaw is gaod, if a ai use i iawifuii>.
But itaflia nature af tings titis dîsîracîtOn Sb ICCt-

dental and teanporary, sert ng anecai la cdrîcale our
thougit to pcîcrale thc prafouader reaitries, wlitre
ail secular things bacante sacreti, as ail controhicti b>
God, wotktng untier lias provideaca towards cands
divine, anti sanctaiti an îte regard af raligious sools.
Andi yet tawv easy ta forgat tite edocationalitent ai
this dastinction, -andi ta use asl for a permanent mark
betwcn whtat as God's and %vital as nat Gad's. Sa
incas gave the nautie ai " divine sericec" ta siatei axe-
ciscs ai worsit, but not to iteir datty callig. Titay
put religion ;Spart traint business andi recicaton, ta a
way that makes lîcautea titroogi six days, anti hy-po-
citeis an flic sevenuth. *rtcy regard ttc churcit as
consccraîtd by andi for staîtid public worship oniyanti
desecraîed. by the admission ai any innocent andi
wholcsaaic entcrtaiamcnt; iliking coriaus distinc-
tions bcîwca the degrees ai sa.-radaiess %vltacl heiong
raspecîivcly to te iacîturc-raoon and lte main auda-
tory, as formneri> ta, lte Holy lace and tte Hol> ai
H-olies in thc icivisit Teniple.

Against titis laisse discriminaition,.against the humait
tendency ta place the distinction hetween bacreti anti
secular in foi-axs, phrasas andi namas, th,- boak af
Esther uliers sa slrong a praiesl, fliti we migit weli
pronaunce il, on ltatit.(-uunt donuci, worty ai ais
place in ttc Bible

Thc main leso ailte hwak ai Ruth citartis wahi
wiih titis key-note ai thc book ai Esthter.

In Rut 'at set lte ciasest consîancy, ai afrection
baauîilying a relation against witich thc salirist oftca
directs tuis ballai-est jibas. WVe sec the hai-desi limnes
baghtencd by lte flowcrs ai ttc purest lave. WVc sec
a tirtous selfitc!p sensibly accepîing a lryiag situa-
tioan, and honesîly winning ils due recagnition and i-e-
ward]. WVe sec te proa% idence which feeds ttc spar-
rows, aidiag ttc paooas and indusîrious pour. Titis as
jost such a sîory af camnmon hire as wouhd instuoct a

rude people la sortie af flia ptnnry tessons ai motOa
nut religioni; juast sitîchit iaîry aus a diviticly gtiitiat
îaroîliet itîilit haâve ivultîa for tctî la putrpose. ii
tule primtive tige ai w.1s a tesson wisîtl ta divinte
teat.itang ai flia race catît] tarîil. harve faîlaci l giva

ta sortie ltiait oriotler. Cotisation as sa tie tesson
liais, I as nuL >ct is-ali Iearr'ct. Il as .oiitiiiosi lire,

tiotitestit. aile, nî,î aniotg flatte i icharcusE oitcuel, bit ani
ail ttlities, tli.s nctis joli sut 4aatcti>) gi l antt ex

.amtple salle ilili . i haisi Utl uta leuitîeb, ut t1.111>
%sork, mallek tliu.I lard e îre plaits.u Ct.ttihcs fittil
ta shilte.

1lie book ut Ruil s ai staningi arls aar
the eactrnn etrur ut putirg religion uni) ai doctrines,
institutins, ýctctntuutas. Ri .i astts toit uts laéai luit

umtu file lire, Itle btoutte lire, fice %turfs lire, Ilte u..tl
hire, iii «Ils faute andtt saveet sittorau1t. l In ul rv ige
fatal litili>- %Villa n hii tîc ie tngèct titis, n uii uin cill
belge% c iat uata ule mcatler, flic Spa. it of t'uti, su
c.ured si.lt %ai bouk ils ia.eait the gluratuss quitlîirî>l
oi Pi-uiahic-, gosiils kndî revetatomal. i ut au ni e uc
taugii it tilt suimeaut du.cîruies uft ilitaaiia.ite I.ut
anti an apceait c.vcst ai-e of ao auaasi uxtelai ne tan-
body> the sptrit ut religion ain tie faisans; borit ut ilatlaîl
he.auî>, atîtîi ishtescr buld%:nb andt iaais (loud taus
lta gl iy Iini b> n-cil diag.

lnauI csii auas these tu obuuks, i1tossever dis case
ail 3îccta..î %cuIoaaianj, hicati ait îilirtcàuasa tatiun).
%% c senti icîr deat,u i bstitiî %S.tit C.ta-'aii
rite 3iafit ut litr taornctcî anti mtoral tornis,rttit
titan des ott.iia andti lauusa.

Luitl#.tie, tui saistaîntc, fltc aiuituinc>b ai .stlacr tii.
%sard itordesac.i. in aitrer site bct..IttIC t[UCema, anfict u
dutiincbà of tuth tossaîti N.IUItII. (.uMtIiai aitait,
<lie coajtibincti cnmrg .andi pruadente ai catit &ii lier
ais ua tlcS

1, idier ciî,ao>in ait *u %i îi.i à tWU ira
tuntata.llta tr iîeraiuais. .ait Jacia..Itc liait %Si dite
k,i and s ltt IIlaîiî.in, hiatit In c-uiici t %sails :'a.Ioul,
%tccilitaag tiae jiieget; out tl Ila ut itlascua.Iul.c atttal
38Mc Itati esîalbiasiti belit-er rLb iatdusî> a&ti
ituial Plut).

toaliaî.brd C.ichll ail*îa lier sciattaîn Lii titube tit-.
kanust cea ritnt an îte btands of puu îians. s hd
alic tatc rtia.itcut il lî qti;lCua andt fic drtts uf tic

%aitacd. lit icoîta, as bila nuiat tu &ltxait, lie [C.ttl ib.a
ier /zaq %vats' tu ligit ýî tlle fail t oh ia. Cuierll-

itg Lbina e c r.iJ, ai% coatbinaatiomi, mte uigamî
ipàuticrit ui flic faital aai>i ii> iacs atlvcrà.ir) s

$olîcrsatuus use ufthde loi, antit uncqtIcc-tc't bl.ib
aztg of li.ttîaîî b> the suiddan dasciosure oi lthe saici
daat, lits rai clige là.ad agnaranîly stiuck i thc tîtuctia.

lacuiî.trl> itcise ini tisioraug as lte îîcturc of litu
vuienial <aonti-ai as it appiaars in 1.xtitcr's curti.
VW i-athi tl on Hlantait as a thtunderbt hi-ona ,a clear
âky, %vitca% hstitar an lier supraîini omnt saîtiply
said, - ite atîvary> anti cneutiy as titis wac.kcd
hilanima." Tite tati, tu itit bciorte oîknol-n, titat ltae
siocen %vas ai ttc rac lit bati slrurk i, savcdti niî
and desîrayeti faitl. lioiv sn-kaitg ltats suggeslti ai
the onkaown cleaienîs by whticii pri-adence opcrattng
titiotagi haw tiaaîroys ttc srtakcti anti dalîvers te
taodiy! l'le sutccess ai amy -sclutsacharne dcpcads
on an tandetitte a nier o ai rticulars, samti af wlîîch

hae cannai know, anti aay af wivhtîi, wita a-cckoncd ta,
may change lthe wtolc restait. lieace- te as ever ai
thte nicrcy ai tue unknoîvn cicateats by wticit thc
omniîscient disposer ai eveals coatrols the assise.- it
unknown clamaents in humitn calcutiins! Never
foi-gai tem. Tiiesa arc ta aveaging anti rccortiing
angals by whicts evcry sool is miade, sooner or Inter,
ta realasc tat thc àupreme powet %vu-k for ragitcouý-
ness.

Ttc s-ar positaon 'asite titase books respectival>
occoî> ta lthe Bible betwcan tiiosa whiriIl preceand
toîiuv ctrnc îtce aaalog> bet-cea thcmn stiti titiiter.
i ab sitîgular tu (tati tite book of Lâtiîer, sa antcnnsci>

scoiar in lis latin ant iats paraseoiogy, anscrîtis hc
tween books su iatcnscly religiaus la externat expres-
sion os flime huuk? oi Ezra and Neltemiait precciig ai,
and tce book oi job wtîch foliows. Esqualy aingailar,
thoug i n anoîber point ai vieur, is lt la final that
peIceful scerît ai aural innocence andi pîeiy, which thc
book ai Rut deptets, betweca the book af Judtges anti
the btooks ai Sainol, sa full af blogodshed and imourn-
îng, anti fiai-ce struggics anti wid cries ai vicIai-y. hI
inlars-enes haka the ci-an-sang of shepiterus an a ltil of
batîeit-ums, and trumpets. hI leahes, us tc .oat-
fortiag beliei titat aven in caiamitous limas eartbis
happiness l)m not ail been spoiled. Thc warlti'$ past
is at so drk.as hitory pratamda. Oui- houaghtsaisay

algaayst tumr fri-oa lta record of stuife and crime and

sulleéring, wîîicit If ofleit seenis flic chic( inik oraile
daity .Iewslti)er ta spre.id belore uis, tu contentibîigîe
tiîaîa unpubiailied riluîistrics of vitiue and goaduets
wiitt.li are .ovcrc;l (rtuit thcye af flice reparter tu

matill it fnlic sili of flia recording asiget.
lit exitibitiitg fli a nadugy bcîivcit tiî@ia iwa books

îlîs (catura juglit fl tu bc oîîîîîîed, flit carh as the
tisoi a. gaod wuumaîî in a h.îrd pliu.. Lcss neati
bc à.aid of îim.îlitec, hea.ause ilhat $cents in ha a that.
ýn.îca astît, of ils filile &igalu toile$ of gaoi
peopîle inl aril pites, the sioînl viiotcts of consitat)

and laili ainid sara trials. In titis respect the ant.
t.ost f Eilsîîîcr demiands capet-al notice. Site field
oni> flia rabtk ai flic hast lovait aoe in a palyganatous
lloîasitliîi, w1is Arr. ige talns wer: ils repugltani lu
elle, aIluri scîtîc as as the odiotis licruiariî> ut Nlt-r
utousiisuti. Tu i:aiitct*à mîural sense -uoicssedi) noble
as a%.s lier citaratteîci . tiiiti iardiy hîave liten tilub
rvcaîî>gnant, twiti th iui îa;»tinutus Irct.cdanîs seici rier

îawt natin b> àucrciilîîs (rou I>aids tile, glatil
s-tti.4i îwnsmus an i u arcîgn land t ct br ari.

à ila. liée IecIiî.urt ur ittorai proîs; lîît. %V10 lic
Bliblu 11.5lt.1) g6tuâ:, b> (n.rîraîa Itt.hi gcs ut
the be.î filtn and tsi ti c.îîlter times3, ait th bisseti
rt.-Oîd i %titi flic ic.%..it8g)gs ul t i %littaiue kslnuwa î
laler finies flice divine intenttti ai flit act, ltat lte
tirst fiîniily .uiisisted of.î wedded pair.

*lu t.uîaci ie lesson o ai ,fl ioào.TniiC wlîîu.lî
Esîhîgti gàies b>) agnurins; the ouisîde disinction ik-
ttucit "s1t.red" andi "bet.ular,' Ruthi gaves in anoîher

n%.ay b> igntring flic dislit.tun telscwlitec recognuzti
Uccc i titusen peuple andt the hie.iten. blarcs

aliai licusuunt.cd a tonrse unt tue gnai ofMaab, %wiiîch
.%(te& a thuuàaîtti ) cars Neiîcitiai.l kcpt ia forte. Fot
its ats-.urscd tat.c, atiti lg.iinbt te prolisbîtan ut

aiàLO iaaiia.it.I %adè 'Rut .at iutha tige aluatteii.'
. 'ie Jc%,isit Chuitit, as tariuw aud cxclustve ns an>

titit as cel coà5ted, nas ubiged by tie SItcCss..
LUtlti. ils posi1t&uai tu u 311-t. ihe iceble ligit autîit
fnct%.c tiits iubt bc itititisi a lantera. bonittetitg
wa, needail lu offset fiais, andti u show raa titis %vas

faut fle'i Caic dai, but a tcnilpurary arraingetnent fur
aia exigent.). ltesît., a n rctxtarkablc caontrs ailt tlitle
CA.Iîisiitflci ut the peuple anii uer institutiuons, îthe

repeaC.ttti trasllinures ut the î>rplaeîs t0 tite tarsat wVhtclt
ie flîni tbadme fiers: tn the living cx.iîttple af titis

%% u4îi.tal. 1 lie ihîiit ul the lortigner train lieaccurseti
s.Lt. aà iacit; liààtibi is atîhe natiunal rccordi besidu lthe
ilarîtes ut à%uàc.s atnd Samuelc, ab a siletit îcsîtiaony
tha L.uu ab lte tGd of afil iakind, and litai ail htave

,at anhîcrirance an fim. Titus, side by sida waith tita
C>atlUSittCSSuf tcliIttîuîî rvlaè;uus ltras, the uld

i esramnii pla;cs the isatcliusivertess ai flic abiding
spit ur religiona. M ite rlie Muabits: was debarreil
froîin tlc national sanctuary, the Moahîlcas as anroileti
tai t taul vulaitte wiichittant baîîctuary enishruned.

And il guong as t5ireed!i ant sects and religious oruis
cstraîgs en b -. sanpathics, su long wili lier slory le.

pecau h utic ly tesson, to seek in lthe reixgaaus spirit
lthe u:itîirisive bond, lte essenLlai unîly.

il abs aut unworîhy ai notice ltai tite two boaks of
tlte Bible urhtcli bear wanless sites arc witoiiy oc-
cutîîed. wath prescrit dulies, and îings necar antlrnnd in
a narrow range, wviiic over ail ihere plays lthe ligit
that canies front afar and troain abov--- Nowherc is
the grcai conscquence af sorie ltIle tltiags allaiC tit

iîresstvciy dtspiaycd fihant an Iltc ticidents ai these
book!, -flic ling's seplcss niglit saving Migordecai
fram lte gaulows; Ruttbs casuai enîrance af laaz's
ftid caaduciit ie r ta flie place in hîstory whih is

o îrr' ýNoîshere ustliesuprenie worlhinessai uprghtly,
dtiialy, andi braveiy living the lot which providence
.-sagns more persusiJS - el set forth. What worthier
lessons coulai ivoirien, or mtens îeach znankiatitan thc

l esbons of thesae books, tît whtch the distincion be-
rw-cen royal Lbîlteî andi humble Ruth as hast sigt ot
aiti flic laglît taat glaws tan the simple gootiness ai
boîli?

*Ilunout andi àhamc .romn no condition rail:
Act wcil thy part ; ilicreal the haoroulims"

Na eliai 1hh du ti lic ioicvcr known ï
7'hy di:dp étvr.

PENCE!) CIllES FOR TUEC LITTLE ONES.
Whiat wil we do. wiib the chiltiren? Titis was thc

tqesin undes ionsidcration onc day in lte Irabes ui
Reuben and Gadi. These two tribes hadl decideti lu

ask as ubeir inheritauice a portion af the country casl
of the Jordan. I ihat atreatiy beeu canqueted, but
belote th"y couMl senle dowai in il forgood, siil of thlein
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