
bat Mu tsbere lis noa prospect, nor indced possibîlhty, of change, ber
tIteÎagm as a Church is fhsed, for aine can never be a guide ta

'c emenst sculs.
pfrfesor Mariano, gives an cxplanation of the
q Oulasr apathy to the dlaims of cvangclical

j it religion tînat its many divisions perple:< thc avcragc
S italian. an]l tbat its forms of wvorship arc so bald

t and baie tilat they aRre rcpellant. Ilence the people
be conic ir.difféecnt and cease ta bc interestcd in

Iý any fi.rn of religion, and, it is to bc fcarcd, in its
te tsclncc ls. Promincnt Italians of a more pro-
tri nounccd rcligious typc than the Neapolitan pro.
irr fessqor. agrcc %Oit him in bis opinions conccrning the
ri, Church of Rome, liut thcy account for the indifrer-

S ence of the itaJipns ta evangelical religion by
signiflg it to a différent and probably truer, as it

i, a decpcr, cause. Thc spiritual sensibilities of thc
pal people have, undcr a pervcrtcd and superstitious

S formi of Christianity, become utterly dcadcncd.
S Their consciences in rrlation to sin arc torpid.
SThey heve lo.st the tkuc cunccptiun of vvhat sin

f.lcns They du not fec thc burden of gumît, and
Sconscquently have no dccp longings for spiritual
S delivcrance. They do flot fel that the Gospel is
Sthe gcod newvs of God ta them. Whiat is necded,

t r obscver tcll us, is a dirct awakcing of the con
çcicnce ta arouse the people (rom their spiritual
lethargy.

Thiç state of indifference cannot bc of long con-
Y tinuancle. Some of the best minds among tîhe

Italian people are beginning to realize the immense
ýâr irnportance of decp, carnest, religicus conviction.
0-' -hings ý.annot reiaîin as thcy arc without bccum-
kes ing dccidedly %vorse. Morality, pcrsonal and
)1. national, is sure ta suifer, and then the hopes of
4f Italian progress wvould bc vain. There is much

1ý. earncst effort put filt for the ectension ofthe
lot Gospel in the Italian peninsula, and the faremaost
ni. place among àhe agencies promoting it must bc
lier assigned to the Waldensian Church, wvhich for cen
làt turits has borne ia-ithfuil testimony to the truth of

~eChrist. Many are the excellent and clxeering
Ue results from these efforts, but the urgency js great.
rAt the Rcformation Inaiy had the aller of spiritual

drt emiancipation but she rcJected it. In lhappier days
M-~ a second opnrtunity offers. How v iilI she act ?
b-. Her future depends on the attitude slie assumes to
ai. thne revealed truth of God.

à!_______________

in. A PIQUS FRA UD.
ay
Ci 'THE qua rit town of Treves nestling on theT banks of the Xfoselle in Rhenish Prussia is

at prescrnt a centre of great attractionî. In this
dncicnt toiwn legends grow as luxîiriantly as the
vines that cluster so plentifully in its neighbour-

lit hood. It claims a fibtilous antiquity and certainly
las bas evidences of a remote antiquîty. H-elena, the
al so.called inventor of the truc cross, is said ta have
e' presented to the Church at Treves the seamless cia
A wvhich Jesus wvore at the crucifixion. This precious
he relic, it is a. irmed, has been sacredly preserved ever
as since by the successive archbishops of the diocese.
le At rare intervals the holy coat is exhibited wvith much

1 s pomp and splend aur ta aIl who care ta sec it. Last
.0 week an exhibition of the seamless coat was opened
ft which will continue for about six wvck-s, and will be

S the means of attracting large numbers ta a towvn
that normally passes a drowsy and commonpl.ze
existence. AUl the modern arts of the boomster arc
resorted ta for the purpose of encauraging pilgrims

as to visit this little Irussian tovn of about 26,000 in-
S habitants. The Pope has given the piaus fraud his
k.infallible beniediction ; the religiaus guides of the

es place have offered the usual inducements in the wvay
le f indulgences ta the faithful who assist at the func-
l, tion. The claims ai rivais have been set asicle.
S Arguenteuil in France has alsa a holy coat, b~ut its

«,. enuineness has been disputed and its pretensions
S silenced bythe help ai science. It has, under mi-

b rroscop ic examination, been discovered that theb. fabric is af camel's hair wvhile the Treves garment is
i- shown ta be made of linen. Who after that can
ds doubt that the Prussian, not the French, is the genu -le ie article ?

he The inhabitants of Treves, Feeing that in the
vast multitudes attracted by the spectacle, there is a

'~rich t)ecuniary harvest for t liem arc eagerly second -
ý in the efforts of the Churchmcn in advertis-ng the

lt town The railways likewise are doing aIl they can
to encourage the travel wvhich li help the divi-

~'dends thecir sharcholders expect. Tliat the streatn
ofa travel, bearing on its bosom devout Roman Catha.

S lics iwhose credulity is equal ta the occasion, the
ts curious, the idle, and those who foliow any stream
es in 'vhatever direction it may flow, will be ofivast

S proportions is certain. What will bc the effect of
À this siingyular phenomenon on the pDopular mnd ?
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linanuiy tvili bc in a position ta believe that the
relir oan exhihitini 1q ths- w rtahlo ernat worn hy thne
Saviour in His last agony %vhen dying for the sins
ai men ? Very fewv indccd. Though the Pope lias
given the exhtbition his sanctton and blessing, is iL
poFsible that, witbout rcservation, hie believes thlat
thîs is the identicai robe that telIl ta the Roman sol-
dier wvben the lot wvas cast P Lea XlII. is not an
imbecile. It is quite possible lie may have reasan-
able doubts, yet, for the sake of expcdicncy hie may
make believe that he believes f e legend that attri-
butes ta Helena the gift ai the precmnus relie. Do
the ccclesiastics more immediately intercsted in the
exhibition thecmselves accept the story tlicy tell the
outside world r Ir is a rare device for interes;ting
the crowd and bringing plentiful supplicesta the
priestly coffers. If thcy havt; doubts, they discrcctl)-
kcep tlncm ta tbemsclves. Do thasc who hope ta
reap a large barvcst -rom the influx of people into
the town cordially accept the figment as a sober,
historicai verity ? Simply ta ask such questions is
ta antîcipate negattve replies. Is it then on the
prîncipie that bumati nature is gulilbe, and that
gain, 'tvhethcr materiai or religiaus. may be made
ofl it that responsible religiaus authorities arc
found the chief promoters of this buge appeal ta
buman credulity,? Pcrlnaps. But may not those
wvba believe in the almast universal potency oai hum.
bug bce hable ta deceive tbemseives ? The masses
are nat now sa credulous as they once were. The
schoolmaster is abroad and woe to those who eithcr
cansciously or unconscious1y try ta fbal tht..aî with
antiquated legends wîith no better substanttation
than that they have been traditionally received.

Lat anyone at leisure balance the prababilities ai
the truth or falsity of this relie being whiat those wtho
exploit it declare it it ta be. When it passed ta the
Roinan soldier it disappea-red from the ken ai his-
tory. Xhat he did wtith it is nat and cannot be known.
Throughi nouv many hands did it pass before finally
coming into the possession ai Hielena ? Is it iikcly
tînat sucîx a gaîment 'tvould have resisted the disin.
ttgrating action ai centuries ? Hua it may bc urged
that the holy coat uas miraculously j.reserved. But
if sa, wvly ? Wbiat purpose tvauld bc served by it ?
A sa-cailed miracle ai thîs sort does noz harmonize
with Clrist's miracles. They tvere al of them
wrought f)r thc~ bodily and spiritual good of men.
What doctrine c2n a cast-aff gaîment corraborate?
No doubt wve shaîl hear ai mirac.aious healings
among nervaus sufferers xvho make the pilgrimage
ta Treves. That, however, wo,îld inean little, and
bc na mare impressive than the stories wve hear
about the doings at Ste. Anne de Beaupré. A strong
probability ai pious fraiud is iound in the tact that
Treves bas rndnîy competitors claiming possession
of the seamless coat. It is said that Galatia in
A.D. 58o possessed a holy coat. Nine years later
Jerusalemn put forth a lîke claim. Sa pious a
couîntry as Spain must needs have a similar precious
relic, and accordingly we find that Oviedo glanecs in
ane in the year 800, %vhilc almost a Century later
Santiago de Compostella makes a rivai dlaim. The
statemenf is made that London even in izo66 had
such a relic ta show Bremen and Treves in Ger-
many bath had holy coats, but somehow Treves bas
kept the lead. This passibly may be owing ta the
tact that in the sixteenth century Pope Lea X. by
apostolic decee placed the genuineness ai the holy
coat ai Treves beyand dispute. Even as late as
IS43 Pope Gregory XVI., the immnediate predeces-
soi ai Pius IX., declared the coat at Arguenteuil ta
bc the one really wvarn at the crucifixion. When
Papes disagree whose decision can be trusted ?

The prese,' 'ýxhibition bas been boomed with a
persistency ana enterprise that the coming world's
fair can hardiy surpass. As a piece ai woridly-wise
tactics it bas succeeded. The crawds have ým
menced ta rý,h in. For a time at Ieast they will
not be stopped by the cold air ai criticism. The
crauvd till gaLber momentum as it graws, and it wili
anly stop tt hen it bas exhausted itseîi. But after-
wa.Is ? What wiil bc the moral efect ai the pil-
grimage ta Treves ? The popular mind is nat sa
tolerant af the pageantries and superstitions of Romne
as it was in 1844, the time of the last exhibition.
Even then it occasioîned a secessian from the
Church of Rame which for a time xvas of some
magnitude. Johann Range pratested ta the then
archbishap ai the diocese against 'vhat he openhy
cailed an abuse and a deception. hý! iaund rnany
sympathizers within the pale of the Church itself,
and many more were scandalized. Possibly the
ecclesiastics may bc ai opinion that the present
time is mare auspiciaus for the exhibition than r844.
We shahl soon sec. The Church that for unworthy
ends sanctions a deceptian and renders itself a party
ta a piaus fraud bar but little moral and spiritual
influence ta lase thereby.
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AN AlfiR\~3 ta 'ouîn Mvs. By Rev. L. Wallace Waîa
l't . awen ntand . ý'un 1ui 1 agL t Iiimmc,.taaîe occaaun

ofthIis discourse, which has tueen 1 ' iq h t ay c'uet, ps'. tesad
diawning accident in whach Mr. Th,.ona.t A. Tatha , lit;ilige.
The dasevurse as aille, acpelve and l tA 4iear ime. It wriiI
nt, doubtlie extencively read 1l oh ritl, lf*,rjf ad for. fi,

AMKRRic,%S CIIiýîI1Aý' uiR lit o, J.'eigw.n and bMcn of
Governinent. Cumpiled hgy Rt,. 1l:dward J. i add.inrot. (New
Votk tBromfield N Ca ) In liait; vilurne he-e Io; 9 large ýnlectiin
of tiographical andti aircal îlcrtohes of the fle -andi timeç oi men
.,bo have Slken a prominent pars tathnievuui,Iic alfaii -oi he Itniîcd

Staie.s. Nluch curiouç andi interes'ing îniarmai113i-In i% ccýnvo-yed in
thetreader. The sketches are bni andi cannai weary the reader
wih prolixity. The attractavenets oaithe volume toi enlainceql kv the
fatcsentation ai numerous iiic.tîke and. siikîig portrais.

!STUMBIILIN, S10IoI'. Ra'în0%r'i 8R."l I ia VORID ni. ',Sb-i.
By Rev. Arthur T. Paction, fiifi. îScw loork ;a me Baker &
Taylor C.-In ibis lige bu-k many sulpiusd Ililitiutaes ut the
Bible ame îhown cl ttu bc such an tact, and ,loich simple trales 09>
intcrprctation of a gencrai charactr arc laid .. ss.aý,ta make rdean
the literai trutlli many passages vliich tu % me mincis have pre
friouisly been doubtiail or aniy ceas1ie 4tihe ePlanatic)n that thry
wca'b usedto tphorictilv. l'iehe ail esprciaiiy iimeiy, now tlat
general lnterest la turneti towards the antcrprctaiican ei theScfilatures.

Arm & A Romance liy A. C F,1' <iontreai John Loveli
& Snn.)-The auth-ir ai thfist ile ba.,k bar, venturcli on an experi.
ment. Wherever the sentiment suiiet the plain highway oi prose
is reliaiquisheti for a laitier flight in verse. fitis an Indian siory.
The author has entered imua the ieeiingo: ani atiiratians oi the
orientalmd ancd g.ven remarkatily fclitcitut epre,'aon ta the long-
ings and expetiences of an aient sauit hai ciavceb a knowieuige ai
Goti and irth. The ucuai incidentas .1 &a,mance are skallitulj andi
naturaiy anrduced. The wutk bas 1[cen J.,acon a fashaun ta
secure the inheresi antd admiaauun ai ihe int..ili4ent reader. The hatle
book is worthy of an extendeti circulation.

CLOTînED WITITiliT aSu'x or, fiiram Olivet ta the (sates ai
Glctry. A histaricai similitude. iiy Rev. lotejah Il. tuttic. (Tor
acta : printeti for the author by William liiggî;.) In Ibis work M*Ir.
Ililts. Wbo aowelI taiti the l Expericnces of a Ilackwoods lPrercher"
and Io Among the Forcst res, bas in ibis wark attemptei a more
ativenturaus flight. lile descraies in atiegorica loirm the progress lot
the t-hristaan Ch,.rch, personitieci by a Nvtman named Ecclesia, trrin
lis institution ta sas canscammation. 1Ilhe chaci incidents an the hi.aory
I-1 the past are briefly andi graphically relt.), anti the future progresa
ai the Church as ou.lmaaed hy the stiggcLivc anta iarna'.heti in the tBook
af Revelation. NMr. iI.ltç ha% jert ducedan ;ntcresting book that
wiii lac reat with profit by oit anti young.

LirrLa Tiixc.ns IN hVatR'IAN LikR. (New Yarie: Thomas
Whittaker, Bibîle tlouse.)-Wc havc lait-iy recivI landi reatiwith
much interest, 2 lit,'- book, coniaining -ix lingte sermons an six
litge things, anti atvise aur rendiers ta taîke a uitile maney andi senti
for the booke andi read it. anti then hand it Io 'ore ne necsc, anti
thult kecp it busy daing misbiuanary work. Tht sutticct ai the ser-
monc , r *aIlLitle Duties," Il Kindnesses,' IlEfforts," " Cares"

Pleasures," " Sans." If out readers wll itilow flic suggesicls .t
ffhrse sermons anti pu&thicmin pr-ctace, they wilt bc surprised i e the
greatness of the resuits. ht is fullf ut plain ttuths andi guuati hnta abaut
good living, that ail of aur readers raight well Say ta heart.

Tiiit Exoaisii ILLtJSTRAIW. t AIN.At. (New Yo'rk ;a MaC-
crillant & C.)-John Tocîhunter opens the August numt>er with a
most intereîting accoaunt of George Wilson, an artist of great talent
and ricb promise. wha dieti reeentiy. The paper isenibeilished witb
several specimens oh Vlson's work. Finefy iltustrateti paliers are
IlTewke:sbury Abbcy," by Dean Spence, ant Il O(>d Landimaries," by
Dewey Bates. The ilustrations ta the paper "DIickens and
* Punch,"' wiliibe examinet illatt cuti-lus înterest. i hey are repra-
duceti tramn the pages ai the Fleet Street jcsier andi some ai themn
recali the great actars in the puillacal drama hall a century aga. The
other features ai the magazine are of excellent qu ility.

B1CAuLîc.SciiaLARsiIii ANDiINbPIRATIaN i Two papers by
Praiessors Lieccelyn J. Evans andtIlienry Pres'.rved Smithi, ai Lane
Theologicai Scmiaay. (Cncinnati . Robert Clark & Co.) -These
papiers were iately reati belote the Presl)yicrian Ministeniai Association
ai Cincinnati. They discuss the prolems ai critîcismn andi show
wbat tacts mnust be considereti, bath in the New Testament andi in
the Olti, in arder ta a correct doctrine ai inspiration. They are
papers af mare than usuai menrt. Their authors have given con-
scientiaus, and scbolanly study ta the great question an which îfney
write, witb an evident sense af respansibility resting on thein. The
results ah that stutiy are here presented in cirar anti canvancicg
arguments. In ail great cwiîroversies much as conîributed havang
great temperary value, but i as evadent ahat an chas instance, Pro.
iessors Evans andi Smith have lrutiuccd a w.ak that is ai permanent
Worth.

THE Gosn'Rî. or Sr. Joiix. i3y barcus Dxis, D.D. (Toranto .
Willard Tract Depasitory )- A new volume ai the splendid sene
forming the IlExpositar's Bible " bas receniiy matie ils appearance.
Bath sublect anti authot entitie it ta a cotdiat receptton. For Most
Bible studeants the Fourth Gospel possesses a singular attractiveness.
Manny accomplisheti scbaiariy andi spititaally.mindecl ren have given
ta tàe world the result ah their pains.taiang labours, but na anc is
able ta gave the full andi comptete mcacang ai the divine utterances
at contaîns. No anc bas been able ta soucti the deptins ai lits
teachacg whose tewell discourses it contains. Prukessar Dads bas
gourantthe evangel of the beloveti tisciple a delightiul and iansparang
stcady, andi bis fiait volume, wbich deals with the finit part ai the Gospel
is a remaricably saiisfactory production. His introtiuclty note,
witbout scbolastie verbiage, states clearly the purpose andi scapie af
John's Gospel and bis whole methoti af treat ment will comnienti
utsel ta the intelligent reader. The exposition is ch2rgeti witb ricb
andi suggestive thought It may be mentioneti that, if tram recent
eccesiasticai conficts doubts were raascd as ta Proiessor Dods'
sountines aron the subject ai aut Lord's divanity, aIl doubt an that
direction will bc set at test by the teachings of!ftie present volume


