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Our (.ontrbutors.
411R. ULD IIIfIE OIV THE ilf'KIN'Lb Y BILL.

liV KNOXONIAN.

Mr. Oldtànes as ont et the original settiers. Ht came
(rom tht Old Country about fifty years age, and settled an tht
bush. Powertul muscles, sound nerves, good digestive
ergans, a half.crown and an axe 'vert bis capital. His onty
partner was bis yeung wife. MIr. and Mrs. Oidtimes endured
many bardships wben they settled an tht bush, but tbey were
a brave young couple, and. figting lites battit bravely ad
well, tlity won. Mi. Oldrames never had nerveus dyspepsaa.
Tht only time be ever knew he had -a stomach was at meat
time. Ht neyer examined bis meals with a microscope. M\rs.
Uldtames neyer bad bysteracs or any fashaunabie trouble. For
years sbL laboured under tht anriquared delusion that a watt's
first duty is te help ber busband and take care et ber home.
This wretched delusion was se thorougty wreught inte ber
mind and conscience by ber Old Country mother that t clung
te ber through lift. The Oldtimeb, tamaty dad well. Tht old
gentleman bas somethîng laid up for a raînay day ; tht boys
are risang an tht world, and, as si as generally assuîned that
tht girls wiil make women ike tht,- mother, tbey get good
offers-that is, those ef them that have not accepttd a gond
offer ali-tady.

M. Oldtimes as net a bad speaker. Ht gar a taarly gond
Eoglîsh education an tht parish school at homei he bas bten
reeve et bis township, warden eftas county, and bas mort
than once r.ominated the politîcat candidate et bis party.
For many yeati be bas read-weli, we wen't say wbat paper
bie bas read. That mîght saveur of party poltacs, you know.
Seeang that bis neîghbours were somewhat anxaous about
tht effects of tht McKinley Bil, Mr. Otdtames agi-ted to
address them on that subject, and without straining oui-
imaginations to any dangerous extent we may suppose tlaat
he said semethang like tbas.

Gentlemen, 1 shal not say anyrbing about Mi-. McKinley
himselt for two reasens. 1 don't knew anytbing about hirn
except that bt is a member or Congress and a streng l'ro-
tectienist. lieing a plain tai-mer lake yourstlves I cannet
discuss niatters that I don't knoav anaything about. Learned
men can discuss questions whether tbey know anythîng
about them or itot, but we tarmers maust stick te matters wt
know. ',%est lakely Mi-. àMcKtnlev as a-' sharp politacian w.he
bas bis eye on tht tai-mers' vote for tht nexr election. If se
be resembles sortet oui- own. There is another reason why
I dori't say anytbing about Mr. 'McKinley. If I did try te score
hlm a littie be might neyer set nay speech, and if be did lie
might lagbt bis cigar with i. Neyer score a mana it he dots
net care a sti-aw. for tht scerang. That as tht maistake that
some newspapers ai-t constantly mnaking. They attack imn
who neyer read tliem. Thteamen attacked tai-e nething for
tht attack beyond baving a genemal aversion te the paper and
aIl cennerted w.ith it.

Nor shalI say anythang, gentlemen, about the relatien
et oui- own political parties te this Bill. Whether tht Domin-
ion Government bas doine att ir ceuld d-. with self-respect
teivards getting reciprocal trade ; whether the other party, if
in power, could or w.ould do more; wbether Fi-et Trade or a
measure et Reciprecity weuld or would net be gond tbings in
themnselves, are questions that will be fully disctissed at
tht elections. Meantime, gentlemen, 1 want te eniarge on
ont idea. You may perbaps say that an idea is net ennugh
fer a speech. Gentlemen, bow many speeches havt you heard
that hadn't ont adea in them? How many sermons bave you
listened te in whach you couldn't find an idea wth a micro-
scope? Gentlemen, 1 say ont idea is quire enougb for a
speech if the idea is a big ont. A mani ougbt te be îbank-
fi if he bas ont gond idea. Good ideas are net picked up
every day. Ont gond peint well made and sent home te
stick is worth a bun-dred points haIt made that don't stick
ai aIl. Now, gentlemen, prepare yourselves for my ont point.
Put yotrslves in a rtctptive mental attitude. My point is
this :

THouGH TuE McKiNLFV BILL 'qIEOUI.1) DO AS ?.EUCH
IIARNI TO CANADA AS TIE NIOST DOLOROUS PESSIM*,IST SAYS
ET WIVLE. DO, VOU ARE TIIEN IN A IEUNDRED TIMES &ETTER
POSITION TRAN VOUR FATIIERS WERE FIFTV VEARS AGO.

Yeu say the McKiney Bill w~ill spoil our burse tidde with
tht United States. Your tathers had ne herses. Most et
tbemr began with exen, and drove norbîng but oxen for vears,
and &tilltbey got along. If they made themselves and their
famAlies tairly comfortable for yeai-s witbout any bei-ses ar al,
surely their sons might stand a reduction in tht price of herse
fiesta for a yearor twe.

Yseu say this new tariff wll destroy tht barley trade. WetI
suppesing it adots. Your tathers got on taîrly well wthout
barley. Tht barley trade is a comparativety new industi-y. It
is conflned te certain localities and if there is an end te it wby
you must just do as your fathers did. Whtn they were
wors:.ed in ont inethtey tried àcomething tIse.

We hear a gond deal about eggs. In tht early days there
was net ont hien in a township for every hundred there is ai
tht present time, and yet tht aId settlers worked along and
get good homes for tbemselves. And bay, we bear much about
hay. Don't you know, gentlemen, that oui- fathers liait te
cnt down tht foirest and cItai- up tbt land betore tbey ever
raised a ton et hay. Surely if they bewed the bay fields out
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of the torest you migbt contrive to live on them after tbey are
hewn out.

We hear a great dent about poor markets and lot. prices.
Many of your fathers drove their produce twcnty, thirty or
forty miles-some of them with ox teams-sold the best
wheat for 5o or 6o cents, and took their pay in store
goods. There was littie cash in those days. If a nman did
flot want the store goods he got what tvas called a " due-
bill." Many of your fathers carraed flour on their backs for
miles to keep their farnîties in bread. Viour mothers made
with their own hands every article of clothing worn by their
tamilies for vears. Some of you spend more money on one
visit to the Toronto Fair than your tathers saw the first five
years the.y ere in the country. Vou wear more taitor-made
clothing in a year now than your fathers wore in tht first
twenty they spent in cutting your homes out of tht forest.
There is mrire silk on a concession now than there was in a
township fifty years ago. There are more comforts in a bouse
now than there were in haIt a country in the " good old
times." As good men as any of us were rocked in a Sap
trough. A sap trough is flot a very stylish kind of cradlle, but
anything lacking in the*cradle was more than madie op in tht
baby. The baby is more important than tht cradie.

Gentlemen, do 1 ask you te go back and live as your
tathers dod fifty years ago No, I don't do anytbang so fot-
ish. You could flot do so if vou tried. In many cases it
would flot pay to do so Vour tathers walked. It pays you
better to ride on tht railway. Yoazr fathers were otten their
own meLbanics. It pays vou better to employ a taitor, a
shoemaker, a carpenter and any other kind of mechanic
you need. 13esîdes, comfort and elegance are good things,
and if you have i measure of these in your homes be thank-
fui for them

What then do I ask' I ask you to stop speaking abuut
this MzKintty nalt as if st were sure to muin the country. Did
your tathers sit dovn and whine over thear bardships ? No,
thev d:d nothing of tht kind. They cleared up their farms,
built their schoot bouses and churches, put up good barns and
comfortable houses, and did ait this in tht face of hardships
a hundredfotd greater than MIr. McKinley and bis Bitl
can inflict up',n tht tarmers of Canada. Go you and do
likewise. 13y ail means secure tht best trade relations with
everybody that Voit can, but yeu wilt generalty find that
some neighbours are neyer se obliging as when they flnd
you can get on qute wett without them.

THE EI'OfUrION IN TH-E àAfI.tlbcSTA TIO.V Of
THE S UPERNA TUI<,L.

(Cenc/udicd.)
Passing on froan the appearance of man to the tiaird

periud, connected wth the comîng of lesus Christ, a further
evotutaon an the manifestation of tht supernatural as reached.
The p)ssibiiity of such advance as invotved an the reatity of
the dasclosures already noticed in tht constitution of uutwvard
nature and of man. A God who had flot tht power yet more
specially te reveat Himself %vould be reduced te the levet of
a mnere natural force. To assert that nothing mure of the
stapernatural can be manifcsted as to asserrt ether that the
humian inid is naturalty onînisciert, or that ait which is
beynnd the naturat manitestation of tht divine is incapable
of being apprehended. Nor cari any objection be made to
special revelation grounded in tht inîrutable nature of God.
lmmutabilîty demands consistencv ot principies, but flot
necessarîty invariabteness of actions. Nor as there any
reason for representing this further evolution as an atter-
thought, designed to mee* exigencies previousty unprovided
for. It may very well forai' part of the original plan. Tht
necessity of additional manifestation of the divine nature as
lustifled by tht tact that, wiffhout at, men have nowhere gener-
ally attained even to tht knowtedge concerning God, which is
rtvedttd apar tfront Scripture. This necessity is further jus-
tified by tht strange moral condition of man, on accountr of
which he needs a higher tight, to discero bis truc destiny as a
spiritual being, and to enable him to realize it. Recognizing bas
obligation to obey tht moral la'.'.; e is compelled at tht saine
tîme to recognize bis failtire te do so, in setting up an adeal of
duty lower than he ought to entertain, in fallang short of bis
own adeal, and an many direct transgressions. In ail this man
recognîzes a strange problemt of moral dîsorder, but finds for
it nio solaution.

As externat nature formed the ltaing sphere for tht domin-
ion of man, se man's spiritual nature tormtd a fitting spbere
for the kingdom of God. In tbîs manifestation ail the
divine attributes, wbîch bave atready appearedt, again corne to
lagbt. But wiaat i5 specially cbaracteristic here is, that God i5
made known an Christ, tbrough self-sacrifice reconcitinig tht
world to Himseif, becomsng a burden-bearer, that His crea-
tures may be raîsed Io be partakers of His own divine nature.
Tht revelation. an Christ completes those progressive mani-
festations of grace. whicb bad been taking place ever since
tht need of reconciliation ai-ose, and whose bistory tht Scrip.
turcs contaîn. Tht abidîng presence of the Hoty Spirit in the
Church professedly secures tht continuance of tht comn-
pletcd supernatural man ifestation. As tht Old andNew Tes-
taments are organicalty connecttd in setting forth Christ, so
Christianity bas its root in Him.

Is tht life recorded in the Gospels really a further evolu-
tion of tht samne supctriaturaI agency, traceabît an outward
nature and an man'? W 'e have t-D do here witb tht trustworthy

7account of a real ite. In the wntii2gs of the early Christian
ages, there is ample confirmation cf tItis. Even apart from
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these, the tourfotd record catne be explained, except on the
supposition that it is a record of tacts. Every attempt te
explain it otherwvise breaks down. lit surpasses the povrers
of literai-y invention. lit treats et an age tao advani-ed for
tht annals te be mythical. There was flot stfficient time
before tht Gospels were written for tht formation of legcnds,
nor do they bear the cliaracter et such writings. Meoreever,
if legendary, that tact cotld bardly bave remained unkîtowna
alike te those ac.cepting, and tause rejecting them. Tlîat
Chrîstaanîty wit is lîterary basas an tht Sciiptures, a-id ils
centre in Christ, is a further stage ;n tht evotution of super-
natural agency, may be establisbed by sbowing tîtat in il
tht divine attributes already traceable again appear, but
ncw in essentially bigber torîn, and, frrthermore, that ail
these manifestations are domanated by the supremety gracînus
purpose et redeeming mankind througb self-sacrifice.

Connected witli tht lite et Christ is noticeabte an exercise
et supernaturat power, essent;all>y bigber than had been mani-
tested in otvard nature and in man. Tht products et tbis
power, wvhen exercistd over physacat nature, are designatcd
miracles. These consist et occurrences in tht spbere et
nature, whirh can be accounted for, neither by tht ordinary
uniformities known as Iaws et nature, nor by the agency of
mari, but are produced in acknoAledged obedience to the wl
of God, and for ends worthy of Him. Tht possability et sucb
events dots violence to ne necessary principle of tbought,
and must be granted by ail wbo acknowledge that there is a
Divine I3eing, correspondinR to tht dasclosures otberwise
made. To doubt thas possîbalty would necessîtate the con-
ception et a supernatural agency acting altogether by neces-
sity et nature, a conception at variante alike wîth the intel-
ligence and moral gevernment et the Supreme Being. Such
tacts as the beginning of erganic lite and of rational exist.,
ente are not consistent wîtb tht impossibilary ot miracles.
Net only se, iaras anteceuentty probable that occurrences of
thîs nature would accompany such a work as tht redemprion
ot naankind through the self-comnmunication et God. Tht
satisfaction et tht need expresstd in man's moral condition
demands a manifestation et the supernatural, sucb as an some
et ts phases woutd narurally embrace a hagh exercise et div-
ine power. Tht power seen in tht miracle is net simply an
attestation that divine agency actuates the worker, but is
itsett a manifest, ion et that agency, and is connected with
other redemptiv 'tribrites. Tht miracle is net an arbittriy
exercise oftomnit.-tence, a prodigy, parallel witb tht trivolous
examples, and liable te tht frivoteus objections sometimes
employed te discredit it. It is an integral part et a self-
manifestation in grace. Consectuenaly its occurrence will hatve
tht bighesr probabîlity if the fulness et this gracieus revela-
tien is te be attained. A manifestation in wbich God enrerec~
into lauman history and achieved tht redemption of Hit
creatures by self-sacrifice corald net be ather than miracutous.
The entrance of laumar. lite- the incarnation-is a miracle. Tht
sign that redemption is compleed -- the rtsurrection -isalso a
miracle. These are o.r, :ruti% e ot this manifestation in grace.
lI relation te them ail other miracles, organically coniiecred,
are strîctty in keeping, as narurat accempanimenrs. In coin-
mon w.ith other factors ira revelation, tht'.'peint towards tht
restoration of the world tram that shock and disorder intro-
dtcced by sin. To ail except the immediate witnesses, the
pronf that sucb occurrences actuatty tank place must test on
testimony. This is se ample and reliable on their behaîf,
tbat it cannot welt be tnrned aside, excepr by tht denial that
any conceivable testimony can establish such events. Our
knowledge et the powers and limits of nature is sufficient te
prevent tht explanation, that tht miracles as described can
issue tîther trom known narural laws, or tram possible
agencies in nature hitherto unrevealed. Tht denial that any
possible testimony tan establish what bail originally been a
matter of experience is a denial et tht validity of testimeny,
wbich ne onethtbnks et making when it relates to otlier
matters.

This supernatural power, connected witb tht worlc cf
Christ, is manifested also in tht spiritual spbtre, net simply
in tht bodies of men or other natural abjects, but aise in tht
înward rational nature. Hte who said te tht palsied, " Arise,
take up tby bed," saîd aIse, '"Son, thy sins art torgaven."
Tht multitudts wbo have heard a similar veice, and wbo,
bave experienced hearts renewed by tht spirit oftgrace, are
witnesses te manifestations o! God witbin tbem, in whicb
His power is strikingly shown forth. Tht believtr finds that
in bis experience there was tormerly tht censcieusness ef a
native antagenism, alike to the mercies and obligations of tht
Christian religion. There is now the consciousness that tItis
antagonisai' :..s been turned ie b arrnonv, that distilce bas
givera: ..ce te cordial acceptance. TIhis change, he knows
is ieot self eraginated, net due simply te tresb intellectuat light
or moral vigour, but one in which he is constrained te recog-
nizt a supernatural power, using tht Word of Sciipture te
product lew.ness et lite. Ht bas venîured himself on tht
truth and t;vinecba.racter et Christizinity and its tomider,
and that ventare bas been justified in him. li is truc tbjrj
manitestatior cannet be strictly comrnunicated te those
remain destitute et sucb experience. Christ spoke of a.,'~
festatien te His disciples, which was flot unto tht world. Bot
tht testimeny efthaose ,to wborn this manifestation as 'gaven
remnains valid and cannot in fairness be doubted or rejected
by tbose whe refuse to comply with tbeconditions wicb make
it possible. Bes ides, marked outward resultso!t tat inward
power oten are discernable in tht effect -preduced an tht lufe.
Sometîmes it restauts an the infusion et new power into the
former spherc of lutc, somnetimes in tht change of the entire


