Jury Gth, 1887.)

1HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN

449

proceedings were brought to a close by singing ¢ God Save
the Queen.” The crowd then proceeded to the Music
IIall, and cnjoyed the tea pxovided by the ladies of the con-
gregation,  \While the tea was in progiess the bazaar or sale
of fancy articles took place, from which the ladies realized
a very handsome figure,  About eipht o’cluck, a lecture and
magic lantern entertainment were given by Mr, Campbell,
of Turonto. About $170 were realized altogether, and the
ladier are to be congratulated on the great success attending
sheir cflorts. .

LAst week the foundation stone of the new Presbyterian
Church, corner of Smith Avenue and Boston Street, Hami!
ton, was laid with impressive ceremonies, Rev, Mungo
Fraser, Moderator of the Session, presided, end delivered
the opening address.  Mr. Fraser then in a few words pre-
sented Mr, McLagan with a silver trowel, upon which was
the following inscription : '* Presented to Mr. Alex. McLa-
gan, on the occasion of laying the corner stone of Went-
worth Presbyterian Churckx. Hamilton, June 23, 1887.”
Mr. McLagan, being a practical builder, laid the stone in a
workmaulike fashion, and declared it well and truly laid.
On the stone was the legend, ¢ June 23, 1887.” Under the
stone was placed a gem jar which contained copies of the
latest issues of the Hamilton Z7wes and Spectator, and THe
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN, also a cupy of the Presbytery’s
deliverance on the application of *he congregation for sppply
and for organization as a church, It also contained the
names of the Moderator of the Church Session, Rev Mungo
Fraser ; the first minister, Rev. A. K. Caswell; and the
present minister, Rev. Thomas McGuire, along with the
names of the clders, managers, tiustees, building committee,
officers of Sunday school, leaders of singing and organist.
Rev. Dr. Laing, of Dundas, followed briefly, congratulating
the people on the prospect of having a church to worship in,
and trusting they would be able to dedicate 1t 10 God free
of debt. e had laid two foundatson stones of churches
some years ago, and the debt on them was not all pad yet.
He hoped they would not have to keep their mimister’s salary
low so as to pay off their debt. They were to remember 1t
was a work tor the glory of God. The Presbytenan Churci.
had a work to do which no other church could accomplish,
and they had their share of that work to do. He entreated
them not to be high minded, but to follow the example of
Christ, who was lowly of mind, and God would bless them.
Mr. McGuire then took char% of the meeting, and an ad-
dress was deliveied by Rev, W. H. Rees, Moderator of the
Presbytery of Hamalton, My, William Lecky and Mr. R.
Somerville, in moving and seconding votes of thanks, made
brief remarks.  After the congregation had sung the doxo-
logry, Dr. Laing pronounced the benediction. The building
is of Gotluc architecture, of brick with stone foundation.
It has five buttresses and four arched windows on each side,
with- porch in front and cellar in rear for furnace. It is
forty leet by sixty, with twenty feet walls, and wall have half
pitched roof, and with the back gallery 1t will havea seating
capacity of 500.

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Rev. Thomas Bennett, of Taylor Church, is to spend
his vacaution in Brtawn.  te suléed on Monday last by the
Lake Nepigon, of the Beaver Kine, and expects to beabsent
for two months, His palp:l‘}js to be supplied by Mr. J. A.
Macfarlane, of the,Presbytenian College, Montreal. On
Sabbath last the or@nance of the Lurd’s supper was dis-
pensed in Taylor Charch, when the attendance of communi-
cants was the largest in the history of the congregation.
Twenty-two new members were received, cleven by certifi-
cate, and eleven on profession of faith.

The first communion in Melville Church, Cote St. An
toine, since the induction of the Rev. John McGillivray, was
held on June 26. Fourteen ncw members were added to
the communion roll.  Mr. McGillivray has already gained 2
warm place in the affections of his people, and his ministry
gives promise of great success.  The congregation is at pre-
sent electing elders, the Session herctofore being an interim
one

Ten days ago the Rev. Aleaander McKay, of Summers.
town, in the Presbytery of Glengairy, came to Montreal to
have an operation periormed. This was apparently success:
fully accomplished. On Tuesday, however, inflammation
set in, and he rapidly sank, dying next day shonly after
noon. On the preceding Saturday, Mis, McKay met with
an accident resulting in the fracture of a limb, so that she
was unab! ‘:’ b with hev.hu.sbgft! i his last hours.  Oae
of his son{. owever, wiwithHim, ani removed he Lody
home on \Wednesday evenang.  Mr. McKay was a nitive
of Nova Scoiia.  Fle studied in Scotland, and wasyscttled
1n several congregatons in Canada.  Fout the pashseven or
cight yéars he has been a great sufferer.  Pant of this time
he spent in Manitoba, and pant inTetirement in Cylliggwood.
Unly recently he felt sufticiently strong to resue degulat
work, and was inducted into the charge of the Summeisiown
congregation a few months ago. He wasa good type of a
Chnstian gentleman, eadearing himself to all who had the
privilege of his acquaintance Ly his urbanity and kindaess,
aed thorough unseltishness.  He leaves a widow, three sons
and three daughiers.  Two of the sons have been studying
with a vicw to the ministty of the Chuich, and at present
one of these is in California on account of his health.  Mus.
McKay and her family have the warm sympathy of many
friends in their sore bereavement.

The hot season is on us in reality, and every onc is

. escaping from the city who can possibly get away. ;*The
¢atiendance at mostof the churches is reduced to less than
onc-half the average winter attendance, notwithstapding the
lzrge number of strangers visting the city from the United
States, etc. At nearly all the up-town churches the Sab
bath schools are closed for July and Aogust, and in many
cases the Wednesday cvemng prayer mecting is discontinued
for these months.  \While many Montieal families go to the
Pottland Loast and to watering places on the Lower St
Lawicnce, an incteasingly lamge aumber spend the summer
™ontby At plages contiguout o thg city, which can by

reached by rail in from twenty to forty or filty minutes, ] winged insects, not unlike the grasshopper, with which we

Theshore of Lake St. Lows, from Lachine to St. Anne, 18
studded. with villas accupied by Montrealers for three or
four months in the summer ; and the same is true of Black
River and other places easily accessible, from which the
head of the house or sons in business can reach the city in
the morming and return in the evening. The giving ot re-
ligious ordinances to thesc people is a matter of very preat
importance, which our Presbyterntan Chureh cannot afford to
lose sight of. At very few of these points is there Presby-
terian service, and at some of them no Protestant service is
conducted from one year's cnd o anuther.  Ou the Lake
St, Lows shore at Lachine we have a church with segular
service, but there 1s no Presbytenan Church, or service cun
ducted by .resbytenan minister at Dorval, Valois, Pointe
Claire, Beaconsheld, Ste. Anne or Vaudreuil, although the
majonly of families at some of these places are Presbyterian,
and many of them office-bearers of Montreal Presbyterian
Churches, The Church cannot afford to leave these y laces
unsupphed, the mure so that with the inucased facilties
afforded by the opening next month of the Canadian Pacific
Railway from Montreal 10 Smith's Falls, and other projected
lines skirting the lake shore, there will be a farge increase
in the number of families residing at these puints, sume of
thewn, probably, for the whole year round nsiead of, as
now, for only the hot months in summer.  For instance, at
one ot the above-named places, there are at present upward
of twenty Presbytenian famihes 1n good circumstances, be-
sides 2 number of Cengregationalist, Bapust and Methialist
families. There is a small Episcopal Church building,
only available for Episcopal service.  Should there be no
Episcopal minister there on any Sabbath, an Episcopal lay-
man may read the seivice, but no Presbyterian or Baptiat or
Congregational or Methodist minister can enter that pulpit,
although half 2 dozen of these might happen 1o be there over
Sabbath, And yet we hear from time to time of overtures
for union from Episcopal Synods, and of sermons and pam-
phlets in theinterests of union from Episcopal ministers. And
the superior cuurts of uther Churches reciprocat~, and Presby-
terian and other papers comment favourably on these sermons
and brochures ; while all thetime the Episcopal Church does
not take the first practical sten toward union by allnwing its
ministers to cxchange pulpits with those of other dennmi
tions or by throwing open its pulpits to other ministers.
One of its own laymen may read the service in church but
an insult is openly trown in the face of every other Protes-
tant Church by the refusal to allow the duly ordained
ministers of these to conduct the service. Till a change is
effected in this particular it seems but a2 hollow mockery to
play longer with so-called overtures for union emanating
from such a source. Presbyterian ministers are, to put it
very modestly, at Jeast the equals of ministers of the Epis-
copal Church in education, in intellgence, in culture, in
manliness, and 1n everything that constitutes the true minis-
ter of Jesas Christ, and Presbyterian people the equal of
any other in intelligence, liberality, Christian zeal aud sanc-
tified common sense. It is hoped that the Presbytery of
Montreal may take the matter up, and adopt some syste-
matic plan for the supply of ordinances at these points.
The railway companies are giving special attention to these
suburban pixccs. and so likewise should the Church.

?_agbath School Tesacher.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS
Maze. 3¢

JOHN THE BAPTIST.

Goupex Text --Bring forth therefore fruits meet
for repentance. —Mait iii. 8.

SHORTER CATECHISM,

Question 29 —The redemption purchased by Christ is a
precious doctrine, but its value to us lies i ats personat ap.
plication. The answer to this question sets forth the im-
portant truth that its 2ficctual apphication to the recepuve
sou) is the work of the Holy Spint.  God giwves His Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him.

Question 30 —The soul that 1s saved by Christ s redemp.
tion must be united to Chast. Fauthis the only hiving bond
of union. Fanh 1s the direct result of the Spint's action
on the soul.  He works faith in us.

INTRODUCTORY.

The mother of Jesus and the mother of Juhn the Bapust
were cousins.  The Baptist s father was cackianias, a pricst,
and his mother s name was Elizalieth.  The Scripiurcs say
httle of the boyhood of Jesus or of His forerunner. Weget a

limpse of Jesus in His twelfth year, when he visited the

emple with Joseph and Mary,  We are told that He was
suhject to His parents, and that He grew in wisdom and
stature, and in {avour both with God and man. John was
no doubt carefully trained, and he took on him the Naza.
nte's vow, which sequired that he «was neither to drink
wine nor strong drink, and to leave his hair uncut. 1is
carly trasming and  dedication to Gad, and, above all, the
power of the Holy Spat, were the special prepasarion for
the public ministry, on which he cntered when he was
thirty years of age. .

I 'llhc Harbinger of the Messiah.—\When the it
time had come, when the Saviour was about to appear as
the Great Teacher, John the Bapust, whose coming and
mission had been {oretold by the prophet Isaiah, makes his
appearance in the wilderness of Judea.  This was _the
tegion near the mouth of the Jordan.  Though his miniury
was not confined to that immediate locality, he did not
visit the towns and citics, but in keeping with the stetn
character of his preaching, he remained in the Judean
wilderness, of followed the hanks of the Jordan, going as
far as Bcthabara, In appearance he had the simple ma.
jesty and bearing of an ancient prophet.  His dress was
simple in the extreme, and his mode of life was austere
Hus clothing was made of the cnarse hair of the comel, gint
abeat with & leathern girdle, snd his {ood was logosts,
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. is still plentiful.

are familiar, and wid honey, whichin Palesine was and
Arabs may be seen in these days dressed
as was John the Bapust, and who subsist on similar food.
11is very appearance was a prolest against the luxuricus
living common among the Jews of his time. The best of
all preparation for his preaching that John possessed was
that {rom a child he was filled with the Holy Ghost,

I1. John's Hearers. —John s preaching did not consist
in saying smooth thinus.  He did not flatter his hearers,
He spoke telling truths in a very telling way, and yet vast
crowds flucked to hear tum.  In this sense it was a most
attractive  nunsstty.  Large uumbers fiom Jetusalem and
all Judea and the regivn rvund abunt Juidan crowded to
bas nunistry.  They were drawa Ny (L singulac carnestaess
and sincerity of the pueacker, and were aaxtwus to hear
his message. It was a ume of spin'ual expectancy as well
as of unrest.  The people were restive under the Roman
yoke. Judusm was beconung old, and ready to vanish
away. There were numerou, indications that the coming of
the Messiah was expected. The commun peuple were
ready to listen 10 the message of the preacher in the wilder-
ness, who, like one ol the oid prophets, had made his ap.
pearance among them,  The leaders of the people likewise
go forth to heat lum.  The Phanisces and Sadducces were
among his auditors.  The wnin Thases msans separatist.
Thouse sv tetmed made by puctiical jaeiences (v superior
honness and putity of life, eapecting to merit the favour of
Gad becauseof their assumed guodaess ; while the Sadducees,
named after a Jewish teacher who had lived two centuries
carlier, denied the eaistence of angels ard of a future life,
They were the inhdels or agnustics of their day.

111, The Subject of John's Preaching.--Its keynote
was repentance and the nearness of the kingdom of hea-
ven, Repeatance means a change of nund, nut a change
of mind from bad to woise, but from bad to better. No
one can truly serve God without repentance. It includes
two things : sorrow for sin, and the fursaking of it. One
may feel sorry fur the cunsequences that fulluw sin, and
y<t not give up the sin, but that 1s not repentance. True
repentance includes both.  The lkingdom of heaven is at
hand, the kingdom of tighteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Ghust.  The great work of Christ was 10 be accom-
plished, which was to open the kingdom of heaven to all
believers. The preaching of Juhn was eminently practical.
1ie announced Gud’s truth, and also plainly showed its prac-
tical application not merely to classes but to his individual
heaters.  To Pharisec and Sadducee he addressed words of
stern and stinping rebuke, Ye offspring of vipers. Not
the language of the coustly preacher, but the startling
words of faithful rebuke. They thought they wereholy liv-
ing and liberal minded persons.  He knew that morally and
spiritually they were like venomous reptiles, and he plainly
tells them so, and asks who had warped them 1o fiee from
the coming wrath that overtakes the finally impenitent.
He tells them what they were, and also what they must be-
come to escape the awful doom. Bring forth fruits meet
for repentance. Mere formality will notdo. Trustin a
delusion would be unavailing. » It would not do for thiem to
fancy that becouse they could claim Abraham for their an-
cestor that therefore all would be well with them,  Point-
ing probably to the stopes lying around, he told them that
of these God was able to raisc up children to Abraham.
In wivid terms he warns them of the coming judgment.
The axe 15 laid to the root of the tree; every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the
fitc, The branches are not pruned and trimmed ; it is cut
down by the root and destroyed. Here the Baptist brings
1n another reason for repentance. Like a true preacher,
he had no thoucht of magnifying himsell. He properly
understood the nature ot his ofice. He speaks of him-
self as the voice ol one crying 1n the wilderness, but he 1ells
of the coming of One that 1s mughtler then he, for whom he
wz3 unworthy to perform the hamblest office. He shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. He tells
them of the Saviour who could deliver them from the pollu-
tton, pumishment and puwer of sin, and who could by His
Spint make them pure and holy. lle then reverts to the
words of mos? selemn and impressive warning. The Gos:
‘pel of Jesus 1s like the fan with which the grain on the
threshing floor was winnuned.  Among the Jews the grain
was trodden by usca. Then the husbandman took his fan,
a latgge wooden [ ik, and tussed what lay on the floor, the
wind blowsng a . .y the chaff, which was afterward burned,
so that it migh: act again be mixed with the wheat by
the shilting winds. Then the pure grain was placed in the
gamer.  Su the wuspel of Jesus Christ is the fan that sepa
rates che chaffteony ihe whea., which is preserved in God's
garner—but the chafl He wid burn up with unquenchable
fire.

FRALIICAL SULLESTIONS,

God prepares Mis servants for their special work.

We must entu God's kingdom through the gateway of
repentance.

Real 1epentarce means sorrow for sio, confession and for-
saking of 1t.

Pious pareunts, precious opportunitics, great professions,
will save no one.  There must be a personal application to
a personal Saviour,

Tre Dean of Lincoln docs not deny that Presbipterians
ate Christians ; he says they might be members of the
Church of Christ in the same sense that the rebeliious sub-
jecis of the Queen ave still her subjects.

Tie congregation of Chalmets Territorial Charch, West
Post, denburgh. have cordially and unanimously Secided
to request the Free Presbytery of Edinburgh to moderate in

a call to Rev. ], S. Bowie. B.D., Dunblane.

In conncction with Sir W. Hunter's retircment from the
Indian service, the Calcutia S{Qtf!alor says it will not be
disappointed if in the Doctor’s carcer in England that of
Macaulay is repeated.  Sir William took hus, M.D. degree
A Qlasgow,



