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siate of tltifigs. The suinie is truc aisa af the grent,
Metbodist Churcli ia the Donminian. Gcnerally it
may lie said that a kii. ii.r and mare frabernal
feeling between tîte Clui.iies is mare prevaient tha 'n
ever before. The iterclinge ai liolpits ia titis city,
effccted by the Toronto Mjnisterial Association last
Sabbath, isa grati fyi ng evi denceof t leact. Tîtere is
no tnason wity stich intcrdenoinatioaal excbanges
shold bce confincd ta the cîties. Wlie tbere is a
wili there is a way, and tue saine îhiag might occa-
sianially take place througîtout the Doittinion. Theçe
pulpit interchanges arc a chetering indication ai the
growth oi Chiristin car(ltaliiy, and îtill hin ta cx-
tend the 'etsire for utnion, -and pave the wn a for ils
accamplishntent.

WVlat is observable itt Canada is sce ta be sll
marc praaauincedl ia the Evitgélicai Cîturches la ilie
United States. Tue Epîscopal, l'rcsbyterian, Re-
fornied, Cangregatiaxtal and Lutheran Churcies are
ail turnîng tteir attention tu vîtat wîill soan bc ant ai
the inast importantt litrctical questions belore te
wlîole Clîristiain caînîîîinity. Lach body accepts %'.ith .
out caniraversy the principle ai union. Tîtat i t sei is
a great step gaincd. Blases of union axe oi the irst
importance, andl iill rcqu:rc puatient aîîd exhaustive
discussion. Maay organizations, farmîang part ai thc
indispensable maicbincry of exîsttng Chîzîches, non'
rivais, more or less fricadly, will bave ta be brouglit
ia larniony. Sacrifices, bot personal ancl <le-

naîninational, will bce called for, and cane inlust be
txercised. that there bce no sacrifice oi justice andi
honour. Diffîculties dta not occur ia tîte tarier stages
ai union negotiatiomîs. [t is %vhen the adjrusient ai
details and mtaking provisiont for practical wctrk re
reached that trouble arises. T'len, ta addition ta the
generai desire for union, tlîe valuable qualities ai for-
bearance, gecrosîty and delicate tact are especiaîty
neq'iisite. On these anîd on aIl matters conceraing
thre aegotiating Churclies there oughit ta be ample
coasideration, full, free and unrcstraincd discussion
belore final conclusions are neaclied. hictier a ilious-
and times tirat ail piossible graunds for radical aîîd
irrecoaciirbie difilerences ai opinion slîauld Ire re-
naoved, and aIl ambiguities calculated ta occasion soIr-
sequent mnisunderstaadîngs, shouid Ire clearcd away
priar ta the consommnation oi union, than tlîat thcy
shocid afterward cierge ta disturb the peace, and en-
danger tlîc perpeuuity af a United Church. If îhe
blcssed union, for ulimc.han ever increasing noîtîber ai
Christian hearts long, is ta be realized, and there are
strong reasons. ta believe that ils accomplisharent is
passible, il wlll nat be on tIre Irabis oi unifornity, but
on the foundation whtch thre Evangelîcal Alliance
bas tken for ils miatin. In essentials, uaîty ; in
non.esseatials, liberty ; ln ait, chanîty.
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Tiipiti la apparently na end ta the ezclesiastico-
palitical controversy as ta religiaus teacbing la the
ptublic sehools. On tha. question nwi.e and good mten
difier, as do oltiers who can scarcely be sa classified.
Tkcy continue ta wraagle and pay cointroversial coni-
plimeats ta each other. Perhaps gaod may yet came
out i the contention, but it is bardly visible at pre-
sent. Trhtre arc maters pertaining ta tîte religionis
education oi the young about nvhich Clhristians ai al
denominations are practicaity tl aire. Il is ncet for
a moment questioned that every clald slîould reL.eine
religlous instruction. That duty is cleanly laid dovva
la thre WVord ai God, which is tire only rule ai faitli
and practice. Praiessing Clîristians gcnerally rccolg.
nize that the child should be taught, for ils own sake
and for the sake oi society, that moral and religiot..
training is essential for the safcty ai tic individual
anid for the well-being ai the commontvealth. Neither
is it doubted that the Christian Churcir slrould devotc
speciai attention ta the religiaus instruction ai tie
yoong. Within thre last century thre Chtfrch lias
accanrpiished a great wvork in this inost praaîisiag
sphere. Attention is constantly directcd ta the con-
sideration of mrethods by which this important and
pressing work may be stili mure efficiently pranioted,
anu neyer before was tîrece a greater consecratian ai
Christian effort ta the service of Godîin the training
ai the young than at thtpresent titr-. Much reai and
lasting-grood has resuted fromn the faithfol and sys-
tematic labours ai theSabbath school. Greater ne-
soits stili aught ta bce ioaked for and vrayed for fram
this universally recognized Chrsian ageacy.

Anothen point equally dlear, cancernidg whiclî

thete ls no controv'crsy, is that it is the primary dure~
af Christian parents ta sec that thecir children ate
faithfîtlly instructed in the trulli of Christ. In .lhe
administration of the sacrcd ordinance of b.ipt:stt
tlîcy ac :noviedge this obligation. Lxit.-initons
ta the dlisciii'rge of their duty, whichi canant bc
delegated, arc fÏzquent, and plain as tiley arc fre.
(tuent, in thc pages of Scripture. How is the duty
gencrally dtcli.irgeil P Is there systematic and regu-
lar Chi istian instruction in the faînily ? WVhen dt..y t0
bc donc is irksoc, il is not difficuli ta invent excuses
fur ils neglect t.nl this particular it is casy ta allege
th,,t, u hat 'iîih their uceck-day tessons, attcndancc ai
Churcbi and 'Sabbath 5chol, the children are ton
exhausted ta givc tlîeir attention ta Scripture lcaching
in te quiet scclusion ai the fanîily circle. It is fuffi.
cient In give thern a distasit for religion aIt<q5,tlir.
Ltt theni ;ead their Stunday sciol library books, or
wli.ttcvcr contes lîanety, Nu anc with a ituodicuin af
cainimon sense would for a moment insist on making
home itîstrtirtiein in rcligious truthi burdensome ta
tiecciiil(ireti. liante seaching need not be conduibedl
vrilî ail thé rigidity of nietlîod and discipline acces-
sary iii public sclinols. it may and ought ta be quiet,
varit'd nuit informai, but natural and real. lli Bible
is a bn, of exhausiess variety, and in it will bc
found ample scolie for ail occasions and for ail mioods.
Wlîat is chicfly rcquired is that such instruction
sîtouici bc regular, carnest and atlectionatc. Line
npon line, precept uport precept, liere a little and
dicre a little. Such faiîhful parental work wculd
bc a pesent joy and productive of inestimable future
blessiags. Duty and affection urge ta its pcrfarm-
ance. Parents whio are faithfül in this respect wili
not fait ai tlicir rewa.rd. Their children will risc up,
and cail tliema blcssed.

flARI'EWS MAGA.ZINEt~ C<New York- HarPer
lirothcrs.]-The May auniber opens with a very lie-
restiag and rendable paper, fiacly illustrated wçith, por-
traits, on " The Receat Mfovemieat in Southera Litera-
turc," î>y a risiiig V'mrginian poet, Charles W. Calman,
J un. ; "lTlîrough the Caucasus," by Ralph Meeker, is
conîiaued, and affords rcading a! great interest.
Charles C. Marshall writes on "The American Mas-
tiff." Charles Dudley Warner's IlMexican Notes,-
;and Professar Richard 1. Ely's "lSocial Studies"1 are
weil worthy of perusal. God antd numerous engrav-
ings, ably wyritten serials, paetry and the customnary
departments. give speciai -attraction to an excellent
number of Ibis standard magazine.

Scuut~H'S MAr.IrE New ork. CharlesScrib-
ner's Sons)- l"The Dcvelopinieat af the Steamship,"
b)y Comn. F. E. Chandier, af the U. S. Navy, gives a
vividi sketch af thc marvellous revollitioa in steani
navigation withi the prescrit centurl. . e engravings
ai the engines of Henry Bcll's Corniel, and thase
aithe latest construction, afford. a vcry suggestive con-
trast. l>rofessor Scbalcr's paper on IlForests of
N'orthî America"I is bath an able and pratt:cal anc.
Otîter verv inteiesting papers are "M?ýarse Arcbie's
Fight," a dialect story ai the war ; "An Ocean
Craveyard," by J. Macdonald Oxicy, af Ottawa, and
"l'lc Manse : A Fraigmient," bý Robert L. Steven-
son. NIr. Buaner's " Sttirv of a New York House"'
concludes witl' the present aumber, and "Scth's
Brother's Wife " is continued. The eagraviags are
numerous and fiacly executed.

ELENuENTS oF EtNoLtstî. An Introduction ta Eng.
lish Gramn:ar, for the use ai schools. Dly Georrge
Hodgdaa Ricker, A.M. (Chicago and Boston: Thl-
lnteretatc Publishing- Coînpany )-The author says:
This littie boak has been writte.a with the hope af
makzing this braach of school study less difficult, more
attractive and more useful ta youag pupils. The
%vork is clemeatary. It is dcsigned ta be used ia the
lowcr grades of schools, and ta prepare the pupil xrr
the study ai larger works an Janguage and granira.ar.
It coasists af a series of lessons, treating af ýhe parts
ai speech and their uses, of the simple seutence ia
its variaus forms, fully illustratcd by practical exer-
ciscs composed of cammon words in daily use....
It also contains practical lessans an spelling, capital
letters and punctuatian. Directions for litter-writ-
ing are briefly .and clearly stated and illustrated.
The principles of analysis and syntheis are c oncisely
stated, followed by bni methods af parsing.
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The oreat Apostle ai tue Gentiles licard a cry froffl
Europe, "lCame aver, and belp us." lic oheyed the
cati, and %ve, even in tItis rentate age, nmay bc tlutnk'
fui iliat lit did. Buot lit hîmtseli utters a cry in scveral
af bis *E pistlcs-a cry tîlticl, cloubtle!e:., 111s readers
gladly lîcedcd, and nîbagaîn we may bc thanctul
that tlie) did ,for, sust.a"'ted hy the prayers anci
sympathies ai lits felnt.rstn Paul wvas enabled
ta bearthýe burden of ilte Cîturclies, and ta deliver bis
testintony evea as a prîsoner tai the Raine tif Iler.

That buman plaint, or, as wve înny surcly caîl l,
tîtat apastolic comiliand, "l Brctiren, liray for us," sill
rings throtigh tic wvorld. Our aposties, tlc in and
women whoni wc have sent forth, are calling upoît usi
ta iaterccde for tlîem, ta iial<e tlîeir causc ours, and
ta talk ta thein ai God %%tien ive arc talkîang ta Ilim
for aurselves. As thcy pîcear-i tlîc incarnate God ia
the bazaars ai India, as thcy prescrit a living and per-
sonil God ta the semi-athecistit- Clîntiese, as tlîcy face
tie horrors of Afcican barbaristît, ac try ta train the
infant churches ai 'Madagasc-ar, and Jîrcscîte thein
troain the wily tcachings ai the Jesuîts ; iît their moIti-
fariaus wark, and, aniid, their sure trials and discour-
*'îgcients, living ofientiiiies apart iroîin aIl elevating
and eanobling influences; with their stupendous tai-k
alwavs pressing upon tîteni, frron their inatost sools
raus: fien arise a cry ai aaguislî aIniost akin ta de-
spair, Il Bretiren, pray for us."

As already remarkcd, the wards may bc tegardtd
as an apostalic carmmand ; but, for the nonce, Jet lis
take thein as the earncst appecal af autr mis.,ionary
brethrcn and sisters in the dark regians ai 'Scathcn-
dota, anîid the festering civilisations ai Romish lands,
and even ia the sluîîîs ai oatr great cities. And we
wauld subnîit that the flrst antI cief work v'hich wc.
stay-at-home Christians bave ta (la for the mission
workcrs is ta gîte heed ta thîs appeal ; aiîd for thc
following reasons. W~e have sent them forth inta thc
mission icld iastead ai gaing tliere aurselves. The
carnnand ta preach the Gospel ta evtry creature is
laid upon aIl disciples ai Christ ; but, as gits and
circumstances differ, and as he may be said ta boild a
bouse wlio mierely dravvs the plans or fornishes the
maney, sa, in this work af preaclîing, athers may en-
gage in il besides those who actually proclaimi with
their lips the glad tidings of saîvation. If, then, we
d,) not hear tic vaice of God calling us ta go forth,
vve may certainiy hear Hit bîdding us ta take aur
share in this grcat emnprise offilling tie world witb the
knowviedge ai His grace ia Jesus Christ.

The missionaries are aur delegates, cammissioncd
ta represeat and plead our cause- tîtat is, the cause o:,
the Divine Mà%aster-and %ve must not be indiffeèrent ta
their intercsts or ta the soccess ai tîteir labours. WVc
should sec titat they are properly supported ; we
shoul'! care for tîteir clildren, for vbaîn, ia many
cases, they cannot directly cître theniselves; we
âhould assure them of a bufILiency for their wîdows,
or for themselvcs, if spared ta aId age. Bot titis is,
after ail, anly a smiall Part of tbc servit i.e are bound
ta render them. We should ba% e a grotving sympa:hy
with them la their trials, and 5hould rejoice wvith a
hearty joy in their successes. Ail newvs respccting
îtem sbould bc as welcoine ta usas the lcîters we ne-
ceive frotti aur sans or -jor brothers in distant lands.
Is this so ? Is missianary intelligence eagerîy read-
ia tnrr Cburch assemblies and in aur home circles?
Ar- .e thus conscientioosly bouaci up in the bondie
ai tife-to use an nntiquated phrase ln a novel con.
ncction-witlî aur missian delegates, tc apostles ai
aur Churches ? Suppose it were sa. There would
sill remain the paramocuat duty ai prayiag for themn.
Buot a sceptical vaice wbispers : "0f %-hat use will ut
be tainterceâe for thcm ?" ie aaswer by remarking
that, la the foreiront of the made] prayer, and before
aur own individuai wants-arc neferned ta, we arc
tauglit ta say: "lThy Kin-dom came." ýuîd when,
ta addition, we rcmr'nber certain sayiags cf aur Lard,
wc are led ta the ca.-clusior. ;hat interccssory prayer
dots avait, and that aur mis1sianaries wili directly
benefit by aur supplication!5. Nor is this aIl. Tbey
wilI ledl themselves strangen and mare caurageaus if
they know that the churched at home are pleading
for themn. \Vheu Israel fought with Axnalek, Moases
was on the mauntain-tap praying for victary, and the
knowledge that thein leader was doing bis part ta ad-
vance the canflict must have give'n nenve and courage
ta the peopWe


