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"A reforming tige is ali'ays fe.rtile oîf itipuoas."
Sn wrate Lord 'Macaulay ini ane ai bis bebt essays.

Is tlîis a reforming age ? Certainly it is. Is it fer-
tile ai impostors ? Most assuredi> ht is. Tlîcy aboîund.
Tliey swarmi arotind ever> refarni. Tluey are aiten sa
nuineraus auîd so insolent tlîat the> disgust and drive
offdecent men.

Take, for examle, tic teiiperanLe tcelarni. Sa fat
ais Canada is concerned, tlîis is anc ai tlle greatest re-
foratis ai the age. M~iddll-ed iîicn can rememiber
tvben fia gatlîerimg ai any kind took, place in tlîîs
country witliout wvlii5key. It wab used at bîrtbs and
burials, and ever> îlîung betweii. A %~ ery large nuiti-
ber afipeople ire total abstaincrs now, anI iany cwho
airc fot total abstaumers are willing- sane anNious-
that wliislkey slîauld lie banislied ironi the country.
Should the temperance sentiment af tlie country
Craw for the next twemty years as it lias grawn for
the last twenty, we nigh. have liquar aîmnost banislied
witbaut a prabibitory law. l'erlîaps tlîat is liow it will
be banislied ini the end. Strong public sentimnt
will do more taward banisliing t wutîtout a prohibi-
tory law than a prolîibitary law can da without public
sentiment. Perliaps bath arc best.

Growing at such an unîîaralcled pace, this temper-
ance reforni bas gailiered about ii miany smnpastars,
Were we ta describe theni aIl, wc would need a page
ar two ai THE l>RZESIIVTFRIAN înstead ai a calunin.

First comes the pAlitical imîlostor. He professes
ta bc a temperance man simply iliat he înay bring
vates ta bis party. le gencrally likes ta " sake sorte-
thing" hiniseli, and takes it behind Ille donr. 1-e
often plays the Scott Act, and stands in with the
liquor men nt the sanie tume. Vý atcli thîs impostor.
He may send the temperance reforni back, twcnty.
fuve years, if not wv'tched.

Then cames the oprthztigimpostor wha
talks about temperance simply becauise he likes ta
hear himschf talk. lie neyer warked for temperance
when the cause 'vas unpopular. Not he. He neyer
suffered for that cause, nor for any other. But he
saw the huge temperance w~ave rollinp along ; be
jumped an the crest, and shauted like a littie mnan.
About the anly thing he does is shout. Watch this
imposter.

Non' make way for the ioffice-huiini-g impostor.
He is a mighty temperance nman as long as temper-
ance gives him a snmalî office ai seule kind. Take
away the office, and bis views sceni ta change rather
suddenly.

And here comes the dollar-tandcecnf impastar. He
is a good nman, and burns with zeal as long as the
cause brings business ta bis store, or beneflts hini in
sanie other way ; but sbould the cause injure bis
business bis zeal suddenly wanes.

The worst ai aIl inîpostars is tic s-miinfidde ima-
poster who niakes poor, %vcak, sin-strick,ýn meni
believe that an Act ai Parhiament, or abstinence froîn
liquor, can do for them thai wbuch fia power but the
powecr af God can do. la fact, amy man who, does
not believe un God is an impostar ini moral refarm
wark.

Nothing can show more clearly that the teuuîperance
cause is a good one, and us supportcd by tluousands
of the bcst mcen in the country, tlîan ilhat ut flourishes
un spute ai the inîpostars wba fasten iliemnsclvcs on ut.
Let then lit well «ýatclicd.

In the last balf-century great reforins have been
made in

TH!E i'RACTICE OF '%IFDICINr-

Doctors no langer blecd nien ta dcath, in ordcr ta
keep thei alive. They rarely bleed anything but
men's pockcts non', and many dan't even do that.
Fcwer patients are non' foutid bowling for a drap ai
water. Dactors, as a rule, are huniane, seli-sacriflc-
ing gentlemen, wbo don't swear and swagger in
the sick-raom because Abcrnelhy or o.me other
great mari is rcputed ta have been raugb iii bis man-
nets. Mledical men do a great deal mare ta relieve
suffcring bunîanity without a cent ai remuneration
than some bowling reformers wvho take gaad care ta
advcruise tbenîsces.

Therc bas beco great rciorm in medical trcatment,
çtnd great improvemnrt in the character ai the mîen~

whin practise niedicine taken as a whole. And wvhat
is thc result ? More inipostars cluster around (lus
noble calling than arcund any ailier calling oni cirtb
except preachitug. Tîtere is nat an inch of tlue human
body, fronithei roots af the lii cown ta the corn that
adarns thc toc, but a score or impostars arc ready In
treat. Marc tlian a score are rendy ta treat the ex-
trcinities There ninst be sevcral humired who can
k--p thc liait front ialling out, and fülly ns niany
reacdy ta go ta waîk ail your favourite bunion. Saine
ai the largest fortunes in Aiinerica have bccn mnade
out af patent înedkines. We have lireparcd a short
description af saie af the kanding inîpostorý tlîat
biang on the sides af the noble professian afiimedkcinc,
but wc inxist hold it over for an enlargcd issue af the
palier.

Grent rcforins have ai late ycars been madc in the
laws ai niany cauntries. WVise ani beneficent laws
have been enarted, the operation af whicli promotes
tlîc bappincss, or the individual, and the wclrarc of
the bodly politic F-ur an illustration compare the
Canada ai to-day witli Canada under Ille Family Com-
pact Conrederation is not yct twenty ycars aid, but
iiiany unprejudircd mcin will admit thnt during these
twcnty years Ontario has becti grcatly bencitcd by
Wise anid useful lcgislntion.

The passing of these gnod laws, aid the satisfaction
with which they are rcgardcd by the people, lias given
rise ta a liarde ai political impostors, wcho try ta make
the people bchicve that laws can do everything for
them. W'e have ane imnpastar tclling the people that
Acts ai 1>arliameuxt can niake theni ricb , anlother
that Acts ai Parlianient can make society moral ; an-
ather that lcgislatian can clevate them socially, and
sa on. It is said that the reniedy for every cvi-
acrass the limes is found in legislation. Il Pass a .w,"
say aur nciglibaurs ta alniost evcrything, ".mnd that
will unake it riglit.» Perbaps aur neighbours do nat
talk in that way nny nmore than wc do.

l>alitical demagagues thrive an this dispositibm ai
aur people ta cure cvcry ili by legisiation. Thc
demagogue; says : lScnd nue ta Parliament, and l'Il
pass a law, and make it ail right.uY Perliaps hc knows
quite Weill tlîat he could flot p355 the law. Perhaps
he knows that if tbe law wcre passed it wauld bc fia
remedy. B3ut he malzes the promise, and gets tie
votes ail the saine. The number af impastars who
cluster arouuid Parliamcntary refarin are legion, and
they seemn ta be an the inctease.

The condition ai the poarer classes in some oi the
aIder countries ai the warld lias been greatly improved
ai late years. There is abondance ai roam far mart
impravemcnt, but things are mending. The liberty
ai thc suibjcct is mare sacredly guarded ; hunlian lire
is more highly valued, and the poor man is given a
bcuter chance in many ways. Right an the back ai
the social reformis came a harde ai inîpostars who tell
people that fia man has a right ta lîold tic prnperty
he has earncd by yenrs ai toil, that liberty consists in
doing just as yau please, and a number ai other pesti.
lential doctrines that waould wrcck socicîy, and recluce
hunian beings ta the level ai brutes. Impastors af
the niost dangerous kind gather araund every effort
made ta iînprate the conditiazi ai the poorer classes.

Oi late years educational reiorm lias made great
progicss. The impastar bobs up here ton with his
"French at Six Lessons," and IlGerman Made Easy.1'

Around aIl religious reiorms iipostars galber in
thousands. Tbey afien giva far more trouble than
the appanients ai tluc refarni. Thuis subject is tac
large for treattmcnt bere.

Lard Macaulay knewv whereoi hc afllrmed when lic
said, IlA reforming age is always, fertile ai imiposto.-s.

SA BRA TH ORBSER VANCVR

IN DIFFERENT COIJNTRIES.

This subject has reccntly been brought promniently
belote the public flot only in Canada -and the United
States, but ini several cauntries ai Europe. The fol-
lowung notes, therciore, bearing muore or less directly
on tlîe question, niay flot bc altogether out ai place.
To begin witlî the Presbyttrian Churcli in Canada, a
resolution was adaptcd,at the last ineeting ai the Gene.
rai Asscmbly, exprcssing conccrn nt witncssing the ex-
tent ta which secular labour, cspecially by railway
traffic, had invaded thc test ai the sacred day. The
Comînittec on Sabbatlî Observance was instructcd ta
correspond with the lrcsbyterian and otlicr branches
ai the C.Iurcb in the Ujnited States, ini order ta sçctire

concerted action -in tis questlon-an linstrtiion
wlîiclu lias been admnirably carrlcd out.

The views ai the Rev. H-enry Wnrd 13cechet on
Sabbath Observance have Jxtst nppeared in the %Ublit
journals, itnl, Mille statlng that be lias tiever btu
suiperstitiouis on tîuis question, lic siys distincly that
those wluo unake Ilte Lard's Day a workldng day, destroy
the vcry characcristic oI tlue day by se doing-luat -n
works, ciccept thiose ai necessity and mcrcy, are per-
missible oui thxe Sabbath.

Great latitude is allowed in l3ritain in th". views
ai tlue Anglican clcrgy an nil subjects ; but i is un-
usiual ta lîcar fraîn the national pulpits language
sudi as the Rer. liden Powell n dlstinguisbed Ox-
ford prafessor, once uscd, wlien lie advacated the
total abolition aithe Sabbath. lu is ta bc lîopcd iiat
such doctrinc us rarely taught in a Cburcli which ex-
hibits thc Decalogue, in large characters, in lier places
ai worsl, and wbich, whcn she repeats fromn ber ser-
vice book the fourth comîmandaiemt, unstructs ber
people ta reply ini solemn respanse, IlLard, incline aur
becarts ta keep this lnw."

The poet Cowper, aiter rcferring ta pervcrsions in
lus day iramn tue Engîish Chturclî ta Unitarirtnisni,
ivent on ta say that those camparativeiy honcst
Unitarians wluo denied the God-head ai the Saviour
48'itlî a martyr's zeal," and quittcd office for Ilue saka

ai their error, were
WVorîhy. campared with sycopluantt, who knce,
Thty lianeadori, and then preach the Alan 1
Sa lares Thy Church. Bhut how Thy Church niay face
The world takes littie thought. WYho n'i!, rna.ypath,
.4i,hwattheyw:iii. Alipastors are aike
Ta wandiering sheep, resolvcd ta iollow flanc.

A distinguished Scotchman-Hugh à)!iler-quoting
tîtese words ance, addcd, IlIt xvouuld bc, pcrhaps, ivell
werc Unitariauis ai tItis cavert dlaus res¶.ricted ta the
English Establitshment, aîd nlot ta bo iound drawing
the State nîoney nenrer home." WVe do nat Inow to
wiîom lue iîad reference ir uttering tîiese words, but wc
ail remnber a debate ini the Glasgow Presbytcry on a
proposai ta issue a pastaral.address an Sabbath Ob-
servance, wlien Dr. Norman Macleod created a sen-
sation by saying : IlThe fourth, camniandînent bas
produced ini our country notariaus Judausm, Judaism
ai the warsu description, for which 1 have no respect
whatever." Again, Il1 do mot believe in the con-
tinucd obligation of the fourtb commandaient. 1
have no faitb mn it. My opinion is that the whole ai
that commamdmcnt, and the wbole Decalogue, is ab-
rogated-tbat the wbolc thing is stampcd whtlà that
wîîicli is partial, and tbat wliicb is ta pass away."
Expianatory ai his tneaning, bc said : Il1 do flot mean

"ht e are nat under Ian'; but 1 say, gua the deca-
logue as a decalogue, the wbolc ai that was buried
with, Christ in the grave. 1 have sornetltng infinitely
better in and througb Christ and H-lis aposies-some-
uhing very different.l" This explanation, liowever,
%vas far frani satisiactory ta severai members; ai tîme
Prcsbytery.

VIe ail knaow han' the Sabbath is dcsecrated on the
Continent ai Europe, tîîoumgb a change for the better
lias been going on for maxxy years. In several coun-
tries uîjembers ai the Reiormcd Church have been
excrcising a favourable inîfluence ini this respect, but
wbat 1 desire particuiarly ta note is tlîat the Romisb
bislîaps arc takimg a decided stand against the dese.
cration ai the sacred day. A late nuimber ai the
Scinairc Rdeiieis, Geneva, cantains an exhortation
by the Swiss Roman bishaps Ilta ail priests, and the
faitbfül in gencral, in the various dioceses, an the
sanctification ai tuic Sabbaitl." Mier pointing out the
importance and necessity ai the Sabbath, fram a
social, intellectual and bygienic: standpoint, the bish-
cils procecd ta cal] attegion ta it as a religiaus duty,
ani close by giving details of the ravages nmade
thraugh Sabbath desecration. Aiter quoting the words
ai St. Paul-"l Other iounidatian cati no man lay thaîî
that wîuich îs laid, wbicb isJcsus Christ "I-the bishops
add:- "The doctrin.- ai J esus Christ, the grace of
Jesus Christ, these are tlu celements ai spiritual life
un tlue heart ai every human bcung. If these arc
absent, virtuel justice and arder disappear au the saune
time. Now the Sabbatb Day ks, as ix wcre, a canal in
wliicb tîte current ai these two super naturai forces,
flows and %valers and refreshes the soul." Agaun,
"The distinctive character of ibis generation is dis-
sipation. There s fia truce made with restlessncss, nic%
repose or quiet for tlîe san]. This fever of excessive
distractions us like a golf xvbich is continuaîiy gcuting
lateer and uarecr, sw;flIpy,'ill up an eçlÇ-iuicrcaising
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