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! and thankegiving re.cchoed through the woods
of the wilderness of Ziph, and many a stramn
" of holy confidence aroso {rom the lips of him
i who carricd Lis Wfe in bis hand, m hourly
[ danger of captivity and death.
. But it is difficult o carry a full cup; and
| David on the thronc forgnt the experience of
' David n the wildernces.  The pleasues of
{scnse and of the world, the lust of the ¢ye
"and the pnde of lije, for a time wok the place
of that pure and holy juy which a scinse
of God’e love never fails to shed abroad in
' the heart.
David's first greal sin was in giving way to
" that wicked cuvetuusnces that led bim to de.
sire to break up the domistic happincss of vne
!of his subjects, 1n order to gratify an evil
i passion.  Having arked and adunred the
' beauty of Buthsheba, the wife of Uriah, he re-
:solvc& at all huzards to secure pusscesion of
“her. That this was ouly to be effected by the
: perpetration of a crunc so heinous in its nature
. a5 the murder of Urizh, did not for a moment
"deter the Ring Num the prosecution of his
,purpoge. By an agreemcut made betwceen
" Pawid and Juab, Uriah was so placed in the
frent of & hinc of battle that hiz death was
an irevitable consequence. After a proper
“time aliowed the widow of Uriah to mourn
! for the dead, she became the wife of David.
Some time after this event a son was born to]
David by Bathshcba, Hislove for the mother |
.extended to her child, and Dawvid rejoiced in
; this new uhject of affection, bestowing upon
i the bttle ono all the marks of his tenderest
.mgard All this tirre his conscience seemed
" quite moumblc to the greatncss of the crime |
t he had comwnitted, ncr does hus enjoyment of
; the beautiful Bathsheba and her child appenr
"to have been alloyed by n singie remorseful
_or reproachful thought, But David was a
Ichild of God-—disobedient, erning, but still a

“child. Therefore the rod is lified up tv cor-

“rect,and by heavy judgments his sin is brought |
_before him.  The prophet Nuthan, in the:
beautiful parable of the poor man and his sve!

"ewe lamb, faithfully portrays the crime of! pentance foflowed. Ry the moath of the prophet

,.David.  But #0 deed had a continuance in
f sin rendered his once tender and susceptible
! cunscience, that, striking as the likeners wes, .
* David did not recognize it. Not li the pro-

phtt solemuly pronvunced the words, «'I' huul
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art the man,” did the ecales full from his ey es,
and iic percoived the depth of iniquity mlu
which he kad fullen.  ‘The child so fondly
loved, the desire of his eycs, 15 taken from
him, and David once again, iu prostrate hu-
miiy, exclaims, * It 13 good fur mo that I
have been afflicted ; hefore I was afflicted, 1
wentastray.” David was far from finding that
his cxaltation to the throne brought the hap-
piness he had anticipated.  If outward hard-
ship wus exchanged for case and luxury,
shame and contempt for honor and distinetion®
hie found these very paths strewn with temp-
tations and filled with His own
bousehold presented a very oppusite picture to
that beautiful auity of brethren he describes.
‘T'he jealousier, animosities, and open ruptures
of his sous caused inm the deepcst shame and
distrese; and when his fuvorite son, the beau.
tifut und brave Abralom, actually appeared in
arns against his too indulgent parent, amd
divided the kingdom by lus intrigucs, & spec-
tacle s0 overwhelining we!l mgh bruke the
heart of David. Readmg his sing in his pu-
uishiment, he would not personally resist the
rebeflious urms of his son, but nobly bezt to
the will of God, content to leave the issue of
the contest in his bunds, and when his cap-
tains returned with tidings of viclory, but
coupled with accounts of the miserable end of !
Absalom, David’s joy was turned into sorrow;
and the shouts of trumph were hushed by the
bitter lamentation, *“ Oh my son  Absalowg,
Ged I had died for
thee, oh Absalom, my son, my sn.”  Once
again the anger of God was kindled against
David; and becausc of his transgressions
judgment fell wpon the land.  Coutrary te
express command, Duvid insisted upon num.
bering the people, manifesting a fauliless de-
sirc to know the number of fighting mien upon
whom he could icly ; forgetting that ihe Lurd of
{losts fought for them, and thut it wase the same
thing to hi'n 1+ save by many as by few. In ;i
this casc David’s own heart condemned him.

CrOsSCce.

my son, my fon; would to

No svoner was (1¢ act comimtted, than re-

Gad David recoives a message from God which |
places hun in a drezdful siternative. ‘The
pnnighment must come, and come in such a
way that David’s prisle would be thoroughly
broken down, and lus heart torn by ihe sutfer-
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