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CANADIAN CIIRISTIMAS CARDS.

N ogreater proof could beg 'en ofthielreceît idi(e-spriead îuiterestiîu
art andi art educatioîî, 011 both sides of
th)e Atlanitic) than the developuiient of
the pr<)lifie trade ini Chiristiii.s Cards, and
the iixupetuis it lias griven t.> art desigui-
ing, i n every branch of înauufactiure. The
,growth (if a cuitivated art taste in recent
years is soillethillg (1uite ur. 1 î;uaileled. It
showvs itself in a thojusaud departîinents o>f
induîstry. soatîeit is feared, in a too
profuse display of îned îîcated aud un-
dlisciphuet'cO effort, but on thie whlole, with
a suiccess -tud plaur-îvz'effect
Ivhlichi iiuîst exercise a re.tiuili inlulence
on the coming geuîeratiouî. Eisewvhere
ini the present numbner wve ha.ve referred
to a grreat native enter>rise, ini the pub-
lication of ' Pichuresque Caaa'the
production and d issenu ntationi of Nî'hicli,
at hloile and ahroad, înnust secure for
Canataîî literary awd ait cul1ture a niiore
th;wî 1,sptetfuil coîîsideraton-we had
allmlost sald, an cuntlusiastie 011e. W e
could wVislî tiiat in dhî. departuiemîlt of
Christînias Card desiginglo anid execuition
it were îos to > shlow silch resuits as
Canada wiil hiave the credit of produc-
ing, in the wo k wd lhave referred tu, ini
theé black and white effects of a wood
engtraver's hlc.But coheur work is
proverbially, we won't say, a ighwIir
achîieveîneuît, but iind(otbttelyv a niore
difficult one ; andi success ini colour-
printing, we, niust yet n'ait to sep, corne
to us iin after years. lowever, if the
execution of the work attcmnpted in
Canada iu Christinas card production is
not ail t1iat we would wishi it to be, ilu
its -composition, drawiiîîg, and colouring.
whiat lias been produced is at least our
own-aind thiat is soitiiîg-and, more-
over, the subject of miost of the iYork
that lias coîîîe under our --bservation is
peculiarly and distinctively Canadian).
Elere again, howe ver, tiiere inay be rôoîn
for regret, as the couivexitional. treatmeant
of Canadian art-subj ects is apt to mun ex-
cluîsively into the aid ruts of winter re-
presemtation, with the concomitants of
furs and sleighs. Nevertlieless, they

lake pretty pictures, and suggest a

liearty social life, with uimiiited oppor-
tuinities for ronîiantic love- makinig, an~d
lin the skittiiîg anld toboggni uglii scelles,
for that phîy3sicdî' developullixt aîîd
healtlifuiiess wlîich the braicing a.tmnas-
pliere and active out-door exercise do
imch t>> secuire. Another thing, iorc-

o)N'er, iii favour of ouir Caniadian Christ-
nias cards is thiis, tliat thecir designis are
au agreeabie chiangýe fronii the sickly
îîîedievalisni, anid the tiresoineret.
ti<)11 of .-cliiuis art., o)f Nihei %ne bave
long( liad a stirfeit froui the Old Worid.
we niiay hove gone, in tiiis recoil, to the
otiier extreine, aud( left o>ut ail flic sig-
îîîticauce %vlhîch beiong"S to the Scasoxi of
Adtveu)t, anid forgotten tlîat a Chîristinas
card should bave sone relation to Christ-
îîîas. Stil], for the purl)oses for which
ini the iiaini they are tîsed, v'iz., as tokets.
of ix;eiebraniice and regard at a festive,
hioliday se:îs 'n. thety ' till the b)ill,' xid as
souvenlirs froin axd to friends iii tlie
MNother land, tlîcîr local colour is an

es:>eciai cliaran and thteir pictures>1 ue
scemies a wvuîîder ankl dcliglit. Of ilho
c îrds of the l)resent seasonl that spe-
eîai;lly dleserve nlotice, and tliat have hiad a,
îulost sticcessfuIl sale, the series p)lilid
by Messrs. Jamies Caînpbell &Son, of
'J2roiut,, froui wvater-co1our dî,awings
by Cauiadiani artists, uîiay first bc spokeri
of. Tlîcy coiusist of sorte twehve desiguls,
lithographied ini colours, ail but t;vo of
tii cmi reprcseiiting Caniada ini winter.
Tfice two exceptio>ns are autuini scenes,
one of a shîcet of w.ater, with a h)ack
,groiund of trees lu thîcir autuinnal f ol-
age, thie uiidulating hu)e of soine distanit
hilîs, and an idiami emcainpmnent i the
foreground. The otiier ii a spirited
scene of a nuniber of picturesquely-
dressed voyageurs iii a bark cauioe run-
niiig the rapids. Two others deal with
Niagara ini winter : oe p)ortlvLying the
rapids above the Falls, and the othier
a mooighîIt scene of the Falls thieni-
selves-both of them artistic in execu-
tion, and faithfuliy depicting the scenes
they represent. Four af the series are
devoted to sieighîing subjects, sugges-
ting happy drives to sorme family gath-


