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for believing that hier efforts in that di-rectioni have been successful, she proba-biy cares littie whether so desirable a
consummnation lias been brought, about
by iegitiinate artistic means' or not.
Aniusing she undoubtedly is. She sings
and dances well; she lias abundance of
animai spirits ; and she is as iively as a
cricket, and as saucy as an Aniericaxi
spoit child is connnonly reputed to be.
But an actress, iii the truc sense of the
Word, she undoubtedly is not. :ýhe is
thoroughly self -coniscious, having lier eye
aiways on the audience, and neyer on
the persons she is playing with. She does
flot idcntify herseif with the character
she is representing, but is aiways simply
and solely-Lotta. Her tricks and airs
and graces, and lier 'cunninog' ways,
are al put oit; they are not the genuine
and irrepressible outcome of the nature
Of the person she is supposed to represent,
but merely affectations. An itemn went
the rounds of the papers lately to the
etfect that, when Miss Neilson, Miss
Mary Anderson, and Miss Lotta e
Cently appeared simuitaneously iii tlîree
theatres in Boston, Lotta drew two
tllousand dollars a week mnore than either
of her rivais. If this be so-and we see
IlO reason to doubt the statement-ail
that wc have to say is, so much the worse
for Bostons boasted culture. Adelaide
Neilson and Mary Anderson are great
draraatic artists, the one in esse, the other
'l Posse. Lotta is-a performier, -a dis-
tinction with a prof ound difference. The
MuÙsette of the play in which she ap-peaired here is supposed to be a mischiev-
Ous Younfg English girl, or rather chiid.
Toronto play -gocrs havelhadthe character
Presented to them. to the life at least once.

e1138 Marion Elmore, Who, when the001ville Folly Comnpany visited Toronto
4 Oeason or two ago, took the part of the
<Bnae abe in the burlesque of thej3%esin heWood,' enabled thcma toerijOy that treat. Her personation (par-ticuiarly in the sclîooi-room scene) was

%0 n18tudicd so pcrfectiy free from. self-
that 10usne8ssand se thoroughly natural,thtit was not like ating at ail, but

!11iht have been takenfor the real thing
'I.Tedifference betwecn a delight-

ý1 btof genuine acting sucli as this,Vkid the performance of Miss Lotta, is
XOCi5ely the same as that bctween dia-

0ld18&and paate. The one is true ; the
Ohrfaise. The Musette of Lotta re-Pr C'els no being that was ever seenunth face of the earth ; but approâches
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imost neariy to that odious produet of
American civ'iiization, the saucy, preco-
m cous, spoit child, who 'bosses' the
househoid of which it is a member; says.

Ithe inost insolent things to, and plays,
the rudest practicai jokes upon, its fath-
er's guests, or, for that matter, its father
himseif ; flirts with its boy lovera with
ail the arts and ail the self-consciousness,
of an oid coquette, well up in the busi-
ness ; and, in general, asserts itseif with-
s0 mnuch seif-will, that its eiders and bet-
ters have nothing else to do but to efface
themseives. ln England, a child who.
should do and say haif the rude things
that'Misette does, would be well spanked
and sent off to bed. This aort of crea-
ture appears to be getting altogether toc>
commoîî across the lines." It appears in
American literature, as weii as in Anieri-
can life and on the American stage. An
embryonic type of it, of a comparatively
innocuous variety, was presented for our
admiration in ' Helen's Babies.' The
genuine article, iii its moat disagreeabie
formn, obtruded itself as an unpieaaît
noveity upon the consciousness of Lord
Dufferin, aîîd lie took occasion, in one of
his public speeches, to give expression to>
the disgust with which it inspired him.
Any N. P. which would prevent the im-
portation of this particular American
product into Canada,-w.e do not mean
upon the stage, but in reai life,-wouid be,
an unadulterated biessing. If the degen-
eration of the race of Anierican chiidren
goes on in the futture at the saine rate as
it appears to have done in the past, a
reai chiid, artiess, free from self-con-
sciousness, and capable of such a thing as
biushing, wiIl, in a few generations, be-
corne as great a rarity throughout the
United States, as an honeat politiciant
or a Mohican Indian.

The coînpany which carne with Misa
Lotta was a remarkably gzood one, and
contributed very greatly to the success of
the play. Every part, down to the
smaliest, was satisfactoriiy flhied. Two
were played so exceptionaliy weli as to
deserve speciali mention. Mr. Marbie,
as Musette's lover,' an awkward, bashful
bout of a boy, was nearly as amusing as
Lotta herseif , and far more naturae ; and
Mr. Anderson, as Adelante, the ex-gipsy
chief, gave so powerful and impressive s.
rendering of the death-scene in the
second agit, as to receive an enthusiaatie
cail before the curtain at its close.

Mass Lotta's succes in her particular


