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iilcreasing rapidly in nuinbers while the Mohammedan remains stationa:y.

Another reason is that Greek and Arm-enian youth cannot be taken into ilie

armiy of the faithiful, and military service cuts short the life of many of thc

Mlosleiiî young meni. 1-ence wonien among the Turks outniumber the men;

yet p)olygainy does not prevail arnong thern to that extent whichi is commionly,

supposed. The 1 w prescribes that the husband shall provide a ýeparate

dwvelIing for eacli %ifé, and thus very fewv have the meaîis to support more

than one househiold.

T[here is perhaps no other thing which sets this country in such contrast

to Christian lands as the treatment and position assigned to women. In the

Turkish language there is no word for homne. The wife is comnîonly desig-

inated by expressions equivalent to ' my fool,' 1nMy lacking thing,' or « my ash-

carrier.' What is most remarkable is that the adherents of the old Christian

churches are in this scarcely any better than the followers of Mohammecd.

Turkish wonieîi conceal the whole face by a piece of dark cloth, the figures

on which often give thein a nîost hideous appearance. It is flot the custorn

for women to eat with nien ; they must first serve, and afterward they May

have what renmains. Very littie notice is taken of them, a word being seldomn

spokcen to themi except it be in abuse. 'I have heard the Protestant pastor

of a- congregation not far froni Tarsus say, that before his conversion, and

whilc lie yet observed Armnenian customns, he and his ivife lived together for

five years without exchianging one word. Parents consider it the greatest

misfortune to have a daughiter born to thern, and it is said that among the

Turks, girl infanticide prevails to a large extent. A father usually reckons
his family according tothe nuinber of his sons, daughters not being coutd

If you look iii at the door of a Mosque during the hour for prayer, you see

flot one wonian in the assembl,?. In some Mosques, and in the so-called

Christian churches, a gallery is provided for the women, where they are shuit

off fromn observation by a high Iattice-wvork. Dogs rnay, and do often enter

these hioly (?) places, but they must not be defiled by a wonîan's foot. SI)

strongly embedded in the life is this feeling, that even Protestants of the

second generation have flot shàken theniselves free fromn it. In Protestant
churches men and women sit on the sane floor, but on opposite sides of ilie
building, and often with a high partition between themn. It is quite comnion

to have girls frorn ten to fourteen years of age given in niarriage. Daughîters

have neyer a word to say in the selection of a husband ; they are traded off


