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A Reverie,

PETER ANDERSON,
At times when we are far away from
home
In some strange city—on some lonely
shorce-
Quick as a fash the consciousness wiil
come,
That we aave seen it all, long—long
—be o1e;
We turn some cotner of the busy street,
And everytree that linesthe level way,
The buildings, that our startled glances
greet,
Down to the bounding waters of the
bay,
Revive some picture of this very scene,
Stamped on our souls, though never
secn belore,
We feel that with us it has ever bten,
And with us will remain forevermore ;
And tc') our hcarts there comes a happy
ow,
Though homicless strangers in a
foreign land,
As if some loving friend of long ago
Had spoken, and had grasped us by
the hand.

Or rambling in some forest, old and still,
Far under bright and sunny Southern
skics,
Where vincs go wandering at ‘‘their
own swect will,” .
Dy thousands, through the trees that
round us rise,
And trailing Spanish moss, from every

limb ‘ .
Hangs out its heavy folds of silvery
13y ;
And gsom’e decp bayou through the
forest dim .
Gocs winding, ever, on its devious
w2y,

We turn some angle of the lazy stream,
And every curve along the lonely
shore,
Wateis and woods and skies, all blend-
ing scem
Into a picture, seen so lang before,
That slsc;mnge tetror turns out pulses
cold,
A ;lqgch of mysteries in our spirits
id,
An awfu! sense of being very old,
Older than Egypt's oldest pysamid.

But the weird feeling soon fades—far
away—
And we are young again—as other
men—
A boon companion of the balmy day,
And nature is a bosom friend again;
And still we feel that some immense
nmistake
Lies hid in all the things that surest
seem,
That in such moments we almost awake,
And that cur waking lives are but a
drean,

That when the final call tousshall come,
Thrat sets our blind and baffled spirits
ree,
The death we dread will be but going
home
Where all the good we longed for
here, shall be ;
Where we shall recognize all that we see,
Ail that we fain would tearn, find that
we know,
Where we shall gain, and gain eternally
All that we love, and seem to lose
below.

Hepworth, Ont.

Christmas Thoughts.

—

Christmas 1ime has come again,
brirging joyous, happy re-unions of
loved ones to many a home,

In many other homes
*There’s a2 minor in the carol, and

shadow in the light,

And a spray of cypress twining with the
holly-wreath to-night.”

There are many homes to which the
loved ones will never more return,
With what peculiar sweetness those
tender words of the loving Saviour come
honic to aching hearts: “1 go to pre-
parc a place for you, where I am there
ye may bealso ; ” and so we feel assured
our loved ones who have fallen arlesp in
Jesus are safely cared for by the One
that conquered death. The biessed.
ness of this sweet assurance came home
to me very forcibly to day as I looked

on the face of a silent sleeper. ™ In the
presence of death one seems to realize
more fully the folly of spending our
time on thosc things that end with this
mortal life.  For many of us the mes.
sage may come before another Christ.
mas anmversary, and how could the
messenger find us bewter than wording
and swatehing for the Master?

Let us specially semember those who
have shown their devotion to the
Master 10 such an extent that they
have given up home and friends, and
have gone afar to tell the story of Jesus
and His love, May we not prove un.
mindful of thcse at our doors who need
our aid and sympathy. The time is
30 shormt in which we can work we
shouid be very diligent in redeeming the
fime. Our Father never forgets us, He
knows all about the difficulties of the
way for each one of us.  He will bring
every faithful child afe Aome at lfast.
T will close with th. words of greeting
that came to me from & dear sister from
afar, ¥ Wishing you a Aagpy Christmas
and a wseful New Year.”

B. S,

The New Year,
Again has dawned the glad New Year
With all its mirth and happy cheer,
We bid the OId a kind good n'ght,
And greet the New with faces bright.

And since we'er spared to see this day,
Oh may we all with fervor pray,
Father, for all the good we see

O teach us how to worship Thee.

Heclp us to hive more in Thy fear
Than we have done in the OQld Year,
Help un'by kindness stili to prove
‘The nobleness of Christian love.

For aught we know this day may be
The last New Year we e'ermay sce,
O Father keep us In the way

That [cads to heaven and endless day.

E.C
The Commisaion vs, Denomina-
tiouallsn‘l-
IX

T. B. KNOWLES,

‘That the exalted Son of God invested
the gospel, as first proclaimed by His
apostles, with His omn drvine and un-
changeable anthotity ; and, that neither
ke nor they gave 10 anyone pe? misssion
to alter, add fo or take from what is
taught therein, as necessary to faith and
pracuce, cannot bedenied, Nor can it
be shown from the Scriptures that the
apostles left the right to eny successors
to change in any way what they taugh:
and practised. No man. set of men, or
exclesiastical power :nay astume there-
fure.to be thesr successurs, or change
the terms of forgiveness, or substitote
new tests of fellowship and conditions
of membetship in the church, Tne
apostles, through their own teachings,
ate their own successors.  This was
plainly assured them by Chtist, when
He 1aid to thewn, * And lo, £am 1oith
you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”  With the same assurance He
closes the book of divine revelationwith
the warning: “ If any tnan shall add
unto them, God shall add unto him the
plagues which are writien in this book ;
and if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this propheey,
God shall take away his part from the
tree of life, and out of the holy city,
which are written inthisbook.” Thete
wotds are the ** Cherubim and flaming
sword ” placed here to protect the way
of life contained in the sublime truths
and divinely appointed conditions of
salvation, from the touch and defile-
ment of the traditions uf men. Arch.
bishop Whately has well said: “ Suc-
cessors in the aposfolic office, the apos.
tles Aave mone, As witnesses of the
resurrection, as dispensers of miracul
ous gifts, as inspited orzcles of divine
revelation, they have #o successors,

But a3 members, as ministers, as govern.

ors of Cheistian communities, their sue.
cessors e the rogularly admitied
members, the lawfully ordained minis-
ters, the regular and recognized govern-
ots of » regularly subsisting Christian
church, cspecially of a church which,
conforming in fundamenlals . . .
to gospel principles, claims and exer-
ciscs no righis deyond those which have
the clear sanction of our Great Mazter,
as being e-sentially implied in the very
character of a community.” (Ital. mine,)
Now, denominationalism dots not“con-
form in fundamentals 10 gos-
pel principles,” but,  claims and exer.
cises rights beyond those which have
tho clearsanction of our Great Master;”
its teachings and practices are plainly
outside of the frue succession ; out of
tune with the apostolic teaching and
practice, and 1ost surely tend to deteact
from the regnant authority of Jesus
Chiist.  For, '"he that heareth you,
heateth me,” said *Christ,  “*And he
that rejecteth you, rejecteth me.” He
will brook no tampering with his word,
‘The commission to the apostles: “Go
« .« .+ preach the gospel to the whole
creatiot.  He that believeth and is im-
mersed shall be saved,” means precisely
what 1¢ says, that, and nothing more
nor less; and our King will suffer no
change to be made by man, or any
alteration of the law of induction into
His kingdom, thus tetsely announced
by himself; and the same is true of
every duty taught and act of obedience
required in the gospel. Yet, denom-
inationalism cenainly has worked many
changes that contrast widely with the
pute, simple gospel of Pentecost. [t
has not only split the one bady into
sects, and wurned unity- into discord,
contraty to the prayer of Jesus, * That
they may all be one,” but it has
assumed the rightto change the jnstitu.
tions of the gospel to suit the opinions
and conveniences o7 men,

{ The Catholic churyh Srst led the way,
and Protestantism. has followed in her
steps.  See this ftankly acknowledged
in the Douay Bible, with Haydock's
notes, in the folluwing style: * Bgp-
tised —The word baptism signifies a
washing, particularly when it is done by
immrersion, or by dipping or plunging

a thing under water, which was former-!

ly the ordinary way of administering the
sacrament of baptism.  But the church,
whizh cannot change the least atticle of
the Christian faith, is not tied up in
matters of discipline and ceremonies.
Not only the Catholic church, but also
the pretended Reformed churches have
altercd this primilive custom in giving
the sacrament of Jagfrsm, and now
allow of .baptism hy pouring or =prinkl.
ing water upon the person baptized.”
And when we let such leading men as
John Calvin, and Dean Stanley, and
the various standards of the churches,
spezk for themselves on this question,
we find that the bold charpe thus made
against “ the pietended Reformed
churches,” is only foo frue. ‘Thus,
Calvin, while freely admitting that,
“Theword baptize signifissto immerse,”
and that ' It is ceztamn that the rite of
immersion was observed by the ancient
church ;" and again, in kis notes on
John iiv, says: “It may be inferred that
baptism was administered by John and
Christ, by plunging the whole body un-
der water.  Here we perceive how bap-
tism was adminintered among the an-
cients, for they immersed the whole
body in water.” And after thus ac.
knowledging that immersion was the
baptism of the ancient church, yet he
says: “ Dut whether the person who is
baptized be wholly immersed, and
whether thrice or once,or whether water
be only poured ot sprinkied upon him,
s of no imporiance. Churches ought
to be left a? Ziderly in this respect, to
act according to the difference of couns
Zries.” (Institutes, ch. 15.) Again he
says: “The church did grant liberty

t0 herself since the beginning, to change
the rites somesvhat, excepting the sub-
stance.”  To the sime effect is the
language of the learned Dean Stanley,
in his cssay on baptism. He says: “ We
nowpass to the changes in the form
itself.  Yor the first thirteen centuriey,
the almost universal practice was that
of which weread in the New 'estamient,
and which s the very meaning of the
word * baptized "—that those who were
baptized were plunged, submerged, im-
mersed inlo the water. 'That praclice
is still, as we have seen, continued in
Eastern churches” . . . “Even
in the Church of England it is still ob-
scrved in theory, The rubric in the
public baptism of infants enjoins that,
unless for special causes, they are to be
dipped, notsprinkled.” . . . “With
the few exceptinns just mentioned, the
whole of the Westernchurches have now
substituled for the ancient bath the
ceremony of letting fall a feio drops of
water on the face” . “Not by
any decree of council or parliament,
but by the general sentiment of Chris-
tian liderly, this remarkable change
was effected. Beginning in the thir.
teenth century, it has graduatly driven
the ancient Catholic usage out of the
wholeof Europe.” . ** Baptism
by sprinkling was reJectsd by the whote
anclent church (exceptin *he rare cises
of death.beds, or extreme pecessity) as
no baptism atall” . “ And on
philological grounds it is quite correct,
to translate ! John the Baptiit, by ‘John
the immerser.!” And now, what posi-
tion does the learned Dean take, with
respect 1o this striking fumovation?
Here is his weak apology: ' The prac.
tice of Immersion, though peculiarly
sujtable to the Southern and Eastern
countries, for which it was designed,
was not found reasonable in the coun.
tries of the North and- West.” , ,
“1t.is a striking example of the triumph
of common sense and convenience over
the dondage of form and custom.”
“ Bondage of form;” indeed! Immer-
sion ; *‘that of which we read in the
New Testament, and which fs the tery
meaning of the sword 'baptize, and in
which also the church at first followed,
no doubt,” says the Dean, *"The rx-
amples of the apastles and of their
Masters.”  To follow then, the positive
command of Christ, is to yield to *the
bondage of form,” and to substitute a
mere human invention, for a divine
command is **a striking exaniple of the
triumph of common sense and conven-
fence!”  Let it be merked that ks is
the kighest authorily for the change
from immersion to sprinkling, that
Dean Stanley has produced !  And, who
can do any beiter? Dloubtless, the
Dean intends to stand by the creed of
his church, which says, " The church
hath power to decree tites or ceremon-
ics,” and that, ** It is not necessary that
traditions and ccremonies be in all
places one, or utterly like; for at all
times they have been diverse, and may
be changed accotding to the diversily
of countries, limes and men's manners,
so that nothing be ordained against
God's word” Andagain, * Every par-
ticular or national church hath author-
ity to ordain, change and abolish, cere-
monies or rites of the church ordained
only by man's authority, so that all
things be done to edifying.” Jmmcrsion
was never *ordained only by man’s
authority,” however, and can rever be
ciaanged or abolished by man’s suthor-
ity, The language of the Diseipline is
as follows: ‘*Every particular church
may ordain, change or abolish, rites and
ceremonies, so that all things may be
done 1o edificasion,” The Quakers or
Friends, hold and teach as fullows:
“Therearetwo ceremoniesinuse among
most professors of the Christian name—
water baptism and what is termed the
Lord’s Supper. Thefirst oftheseisgen-
erally esteemed the essential means of

initiation into the church of Christ ; and
the fatter of muaintaming commission
with him.  Wehold . that the
baptiem with water, administered by his
forerunner, John, belonged, as the Jatter
confessed, to an inferior dispensation,
John iil, 30.  Withrespect 1o the othes
rite, we believe that communion bt-
tween Christ and His church is not
maintained by that nor any other ex-
ternal performance, but only by a real
patticipation of His divine nature
{1 Peter, ii. 4), through faith ; that this
fs the supper alluded to in the Revela-
tion (Rev. iit. 20)." The practice of
the Friends clealy shows the meaning
of the language here quoted. They
reject both bDaptism and the lowd's
supper because, as they say, ' That
where the substance is attained, 1t is
unnecessary to attend to the shadow,
which d +th not confer grace” eic.
(Ency. R. R.995). Surely, here is still
a more ' siriking example of the tri-
umph of common sensc and conveni
ence oser the bondage of form and
custom!”  Just allow Awman ‘' ¢on-
ventence ” to be the rule, and every
divine command and daty tequited by
the gospel, may be swept out of exis-
tence withour rven an apology.

Glves Good Appetite,

GentLesmsn,—I think your valuable
medicine cannot be equalled, because
of the benefit I derived from it After
suffering from headache and loss of
appetite for ncarly threa years I tried
B.B.B. with great success. It gave me
relicf at once and 1 now enjoy good
health,  Mgrs. MarrHew SpProul,
Dungannon, Ont,
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TOKOLOGY

A BOON FOR

EVERY WOMAN.

TOROLOGY, by M Dr Siockham, ls
really and 1ruly & complece Ladles’ Gulide, and
It a nouschotd word in thousands of families.

It teaches that under the propes conditions
motherhood need nop be accompanied by paln
and sickness, amd it shows how to confer on
childeen the priceless blesslogs of health and
Iug ness. .

.ru Preaton, & niece of Dio Lawds, tayss
" No book hats come into our home Elled with more
holesome sdvice 13 mur hed people Lhan * Tokology.” *

No woman CAN AFMORD t0 do hllhwlorl’.
Handsomely bound In morccco covers, $3. 50,
Agent, HELEN R, LITTLE,
Box 127, Owen Sound, Ont.

A Marvelous Discovery Free
perficons halr remov. rmanastly, (suantsoe.
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“BELL"
CHURGH PIPE ORGANS,

Superior Quality in Material
and Construction.

—

Specifications and Deugne submitted to
Intending purchasers, on application to

fhe Bsll Crgan and Piano Do, (Lt'd).

MANUFACTURERS OF

Church Pipe Organs, Reed Organs
and Upright and Grand Planes,

GUELPH, ONT.
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