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caity. I cauglit thc spear to kceep it froin
falling out and releasing the serpent, but tic
serpent would dlrt% iîack, anid iU a, treien-
dons Iiiss strikze at, îy band that hoeld the
spear, anid corne suspieiously ticar Iiitting it
îvitli lus treincifudous extended fangs. If 1
let go, the spit would fait out, and the serpent
-%ould get away ;and lic anid I could not sleep)
tiiore togetiier that niglit. If I hcld on, lis
body iniglit slide down the spit utîtil lic could
reacli îy lîaud, wvhili i niglit be fatal to une
inistcad of to 11011i.

1-lowcver, in answer to rny lusty calîs, iiy
servant utlpcared wvitli a club; anid, lioldiuig
the spit witli ny Icft liaud, anîd takiiîg the
club) iniiy îuviglit,' I soon admnistcred to the
scrpenîta licadaclie froun wliich ho died. As
1 took Iinii down, andI lîcld M'iu p ly the
iniddle on the spit to tic level of îuîy siioufidr,
both licad and tait toiiciic( the lloor, showiuig
tlîat liceva tell feet, long.

Just as I lield huai iii tlis position, oxie of
tlîc village watcinueui ;asscd tlec door of tlîe
Ille, going into Uic village, anid saw what I
lîad dolle. It oceîîrred t o ne at once thlat
nov I sluld ind uîîvself iii a ''bad box," for
tue pecople revere Serpents as (loii.godis.
Trley- dare uiot kzili thiiet or harin tiioni, anid
wvill aiwuîvs bcg for tue life of a, serpent if
tlîey see auiy Onie cisc killing ouic. Tiîey thlik
Uîat if voit liani one of tliese deadly serpents,
iL or us- kmii will wvagc wzar xvitl youi and yonr
kmii anid descendants uxitil your kmn are
exterminalt e(l.

1, a inissionarv, lîad coi tliere to preacli.
Ilowv wvonld tiiev liecar nic NvIieui I liati kiliedl
onîe of thcir gods? Knowingr tuai t lie ncws
liaci gouîci iuîto towvn, to the eiders, I bogan to
pivîtare nîy hile of dlefeuce, for 1 tlioiglit tiîat
tiîcv wvond sooui coine out to caîl nie t o
acomiit. 1 rciniuied a verse of ouîc of
Telugu pocts couîinending the killing of
venomous reptiles, anîd, liaviuîg a copy of tîtat
poet wvitlî uIl. I 01)euied uuv ok.l x y teok
it ont. huit hlt lot foind thli ver-se wvlien I
saw Uic cluief inu of tic plc Coiiiug Olit
towvurds tlie blut. To uny astonislînieut tlicv
liad native brass tu-ays iii thicir lîauîds, wvithi
sweetînîeats and cocoanuts anîd limes and

iuîcensc-sticks oui tliini ; and( as tueni camne to
the door of the Itut, Lliey t)rostratcd tîteni-
selves before Ine, nda tlien l)resente(l tiiese
ofrcrings, for tlîey said I lia(I rid tlîeun of
their unost daxigerous eneuiy, tîtat tliat, ser-
penit liad beexî the balle of Vie ilg for
soverat years. It had bitten and killed soine
of tlîeir kine, and, 1 tlîink, also a, child. Tlîcy
lîad made cvery effort to drive it P-wuy froin
Uic village by burniiig straw betweeui it andi
tlîe village and putting the burning strawv
dloser anid dloser to it to niake it go farther
and fartdier away, but it wvould atways re-
turn. Tlîey hiad tried to coax it away by
putting little cîips, each holding lialf a tea-
spoonful of iniik%, every two yards or so in a
Elne ont iîîto tic jungle ; but as sooîî as it
liad drank alt the inilkz it %vauîted, it îvould
turn arond anud crawtl back irito the village
anad into sonte itouse, and titoî tue p)eople
of tlîat liouse wvould have to vacate ujitit it
chose to beave. It liati becomie tue terror of
Uic village.

But nowv I, a stranger and forcigner, liad
killed it witliouit titeir knowlcedge or consent
Lliat, wais tlîeir safety); for if tlîey liad seit
nie (loing it, tlîcy wouid ]lave begged for its
life, lest tiîey be takzen as accomîpliccs; anid
now it wvas dead, and tiîoy Nverc guiltless,
and it could liarin thîem and tlîeirs no miore.
Would I please accept thiese sweets ? Tlîey
liad sent to the fiock to hiave a fat slîcep
brouighit ineas an offering, auid would I lîlease
accel)t thîe sheep ? Nowv, Nvliatever 1 liad to
say, tiicy wvouilistoî to nie giadly, for ivas
uiot I tlîcir del iverer? The sliee) %v as bronglît.
Ilv.seif anid associates anid servants mîate a
sinupînous dinner froia it. The serpent -tvas
îuot a cobra-cobras tiever grow se large-but,
it ias sand to be equally venoinous.

Wluen tue lient of tue day Nvas oi-er, wc asu
wen!t iuitO tue towii to preacli. At tic gate
Was the village crier, Nvlt h luis i on-i-toni, or
suahl drnuni and, as soon as Nve apiîeared.
lie Nvenit bîtrong-li ail thîe streets, beatiuîg luis
toum-tom and ci-viîug: Coic, ait ye P2pe
-oule anud bai whuIat Ui therpn-et

lias to say to us"A royal aîudiecec we Il*d

anîd li-s deeds, and Christ ivlo bruised the
secrpeîuts liaad. TI'li killiuîg of tue serpent.
instcad of proving- a bar. lîad o enled ia dooir
of accoss to Uic gospei.-Goldcn 11? ulc.
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