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of the representgion. and helping also to nuaintain
the impression ot ideai majesty ~sought to be pro-
duced inthe  pectators’ minds —the most striking
point of contrast may be said o consist in this, that
whercas en our stage e portrayed  the varying
phases of humn actions. struggle and passion, in
cvery  minute details the Greel dramatists sought
rather to exhibit intense passion a~the effect of
action-—mudch of which went anon the stige ina
succession of dranatic sitaations. the genera ctiect of
which  may be vaalized by heoking at Flaxma's
designs o illustration of Neschylus, Not that there
is much comachous anaivsis o charactar. The old
Grall play-unghts wiate i huge undciad letters il
ing in the cuthve with afen bald  rapid <irakees,
where anmu dornatist would raved in the varied con-
trasts of @mudh hizher degtee of detail, The limited
nmnber of actors ciicctnaliy provented the posaibility of
such muanifold creativnrs as theae which dive and
breathe for us in the plas of Shakespeare. Three
or.at most, four did al’ the woak ameng them, in tra-
aic sitwations, in which they wete made G appear
Leing interpreted by tie chorus elongernew in the
fantastic marh of the tastic volaios of Bacchus, bat in
stately dress apprapriate to their caa chatacter aned
to the adtion ot the picce. Thelr solemn chants =
sung in strains which <how how far Greel tragedy
contained  within itself what we have e differ-
entiated into the saaed  oratonto—-intersupted the
dialogues at aitical moments of the action.  thus
marking the progress of the piece, and also at the
same e giving expression to the sontiments it
excites ina plors, well-ardered mind, e aseries
of stimple but majestic sitwations, the catastrophe s
ctfccted 3 wnd «n the play Coses often in an anti-
phonal ode.in which the chorus samsup the moral «f
the wheidc,

The frecdom of cholce, too, which enables o mend-
ern dramatist to take his sibiect from any <ouree he
pleases, v in stiong contast with the Himitations
placed upen the old Gredls tragadian, His wit was
one feature inat great national lostival, and his
~ubject must therefore be a nationd subject. Con-
scious of this reguiventent, he drow his matarials
muainly trom the myvtholopy first formulated in the
Homeric poems: Nesdhylus in fact, speals of his
plays e dragments picleod up trom thie mighty feasis
of Hemer,
unravelled

It was e new oo, therefore, that was
before  the eves ol the spretats e,
Hencethe =irany 7 of Greek Trage n—hy which an
Namemnen an CEdipus ora Kreon halds onhis way
in powp and jricde, unbuewingg o3 his doom, theegh
All in the v theatie exvept himsell can see the
precipice he i appreaching, T this respeat, the
mystery piays of the Cathelic chareh, when the
material wes dramy i the <acred storjes Laniliar

!

from childhood, offer the closest parallel to the Greek
drama.  In fact, the whole cffect of Greek tragedy
can perhaps  best be realized=apart from modern
revivals=—=by those who have witnessed the Passion
play still actedat Ober- \mmergan, with its half-open
stage, its stately choral songs, its solemn acting, and,
above all, its intense religious fecling.

FHE RECEPTION TO DROAND MRS,
PETERSON.

The reception given in the Peter Redpath Library
by the Governors of the University, on Saturday even-
ing, October 20th, was a social event of & most brii-
liant naturc.

The attendanee was very Luge, shoning the estecin
which Dr oand Mrs, Peterson have alveady wan inthe
hearts of everyone interested in University life.

The Library, wsually a quict retreat for those on
* study bent,” had undergone @ partial metamorphe-
sisat the hands of those in charge af the decorations,

The entrance front McTavish street. and the car
Adors teading to the dressing-rooms, were tastefully
draped with erimsen and white bunting and th
Union Juck.

Palms. ferns aad ather topicai plants lined ty
halls and stairway, and wore mas-ed on the landing .
the ctivet being most pleasing.

The halt alvo presented @ charming color cifet.
The standacds of Eangland and Ircland were comr-
bincd at one side of the room. and at the donnstains
cntraiice the stamdard of Scotland was effectively
arranged, out of compliment 1o the new Pidacipad
At the other side and under a0 cmopy, and sur-
rounded by lowers. was the bust of the late Mr, Peter
Redpath

T and Mrs, Peterson were met on theivarrival by
the Reception Committee, and s, Peterson was
presented with twae lovely bougquets,—one from the
Committee, the other from the Donaldas,

The guests wore weicemed by Misc | T R Mt
sent, D and Mes, Peterson, Lady Daasaon and Tads
Flick=em, in the inost giaciais nanner,

Among the most distinzanished aiess vas ntice
Sir Wikiiun Davsan, whes, foar decades of ¢connec-
tion with McGill have been largely inatrumental i
placing her in her present enviabic position amon,;
the Universitics of this continent.,

Tiwe gallury was o favorite coign of vantage, tram
which cenld be obtitined a view of the brilliant ~cene
in the h-ul.\' of the hall,

The ich costumes of the ladies, the members o
Convoecation attired in their robes of office, fuir 1)on-
aléas thitting to and fro in cap and gown, and the
Lovieh floval display, all combined to render the seen
vne long o be remenibered,

The proceedings were enlivened by songs and in.
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