
1895] Soliqa) (4-11d R'ustirn. 225

IlFor I but rucet to-dIay
The dloomn wvbich at my birth was w~ritten clown
Iu 1{eaven, and thon art Heaveti's tinconseiaus band.
Sturely iny hieart eried out that it %vas thon,
Miben first 1 ,ýaw thce; and tby hceart spolie, too-
1 kunow it !but fate trod those promptings down
Under its iron. heel ;fate, fate cingaC"é.
The strife, and litrled ine on îwy fatlicr's spear."

Also, in referring to lus decath, the saine thoughit appears:

..... For like the lighitning to this field
Iecaine, and like the wViud I go am-ay-
Sudden and swvif t and ie a patssbiig wind
But it wvas wvrit in fleaven that this shiould hoe."

Rustum at the last lamented the fact that lie had spent al
his ie ini stayingr his bitterest foes. He wislued that lie mnilt
have i-est, with the ocean waves flowing over him. Sohrab
uttered Nvords, with the prophetie instinct of~ the dying, to the
effeet that lie would have peace on the dlay when returning home
over the sait bine sea. Notice the characteristie reply:

,«.oon lie thiat dlay, miy son, ami deep thiat sea
Till thon, if fate so wvils, let nie enidure."

In regard to the poetic diction, to the mnanner and style,
faults are here and there detected. One writer lias said that
the style should involve and display the subject-matter as the
dIrapery in a consummiiate statue folds over and around the
figure. In tijis poemi there is not perfect fidelity to the thouglit
in its fullness and importance. In the tirst place, long-drawvn
similes are found at the niost critical moments. These, being
arnbiguous, distracet the attention fromi the main thoughit and
become tedious. For illustration:

cAs wvlien soine limiter in thie spring biath fonnd
Abreedizîg eagle sitting on lier îîest,

Upou the Craggy iste of ahila,
Aîîd pierccd lier witlî an arrow as slie rose,
And folloved lier to fiud bier w~here slie fell
Far off ; anon lier mate conies wiinging baek
From iuniiting, and a great wvay off dlescries
His hiuddling youîig loft sole; at that lie chookls
His piîîion, anîd witbi short, iiiieîeasy sWCeps,
Circles above bis eyry, wit]i loitd sereais
Chiding lus mîate back to lier nest ; but shc
Lies dy.iîîg witli the arrow ini lier side,


