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whenever they spoke of the mania of
stamp collecting.  “I'he’ Little: Stamp
Bor.:sg was seen at the theatfe and was
found'in the annua reviews, Sardou in-
troduced into the Famille Benoiton (1863)
a broker of 8 years of 7dge who got. the
‘best of his companions by buying up all
the stamps-of the Confederate States of
America which were on the market, to
sell them again an hour liter ivherd & dis-
patch announced that the Federals were
the vanquishers. This has no.common
sense from a philatelic point of view, but
let us-proceed. .

I 1864 the Stamp Bourse- met every
‘Thiisday and_Saturday, gathering from
2bo to joo ‘perons, children-no Jonger
figuring for more thain half, It was a
real open market, where might be found-
persons of doubtful appeafance, indelicaie
-dealers, and even worse. ‘Cottiplaiats
were ‘numerous 3, children - had receivea
counterfeit stamps in exchange for their
xenuiné ones; books aadk.albums- had
Leen carried off'; young ‘men . theresold
stimps which .had been siolen. The
police, whonr'these periodical asseinblics
had annoyed for a lonyg time, were de-
‘lighted” at receiving orders to tolerate
them no longer. Tracked into all of the
corners of the Tuileries were they “had
appointments, the collectyrs emigrated 1o
the Jardin du Luxemhoury. As soon as:
it became somewhat- nunieruus, the. new
market was ajenin dissoltvéd by order,and
was transplinted to the Champs-Elysces,
at difierent points, and finally to'the Carre’
Alarigny bhehind ‘the Marionette shows,
It has remained :there ever since, with

ups and ,dggms,\accurdingiw' the more or. |

less toerany disposition. of the Jiolice. -

.-\b_ro:fd;_bmn:st’:m\p'l:i:\"rkéxs have been
naticed in all’the capitals, bt as sonn as
they ot beyend ihe proportiiis of.childs
ren’s .games —that ‘is, ‘when -déater’s
appearcd—they were no longe¥ tolérated,
and they.1ook refuge-in hired preises or
beer salodns.  The Litile ‘Bourse of~Vi-
ennx'is spoken of n:his way, but it did
nat beecomne very-well kivpwn, o

-Postage stamip-deilers, cstablished: in
stores. Biecaming tiinre aid mare numer-
s 07 ali ‘hanilx, mevented the-open
mrkat from. n:séyii?rj:::_pso,ﬁor&inps com-
‘mensorate: with the -contininijy increas-
ing- humber of vofarias: ° The-aieetings
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- the nuniber of 010 4005 there ke Sofc

fréquenteis who coma in alliweatlick both
winterand summer;if Only t61alk stamps.
The genersY Rirds mather Bohemian, with'_
a_ miNture ol ardent: collectors, whaiare
-miways-hopiag, according.ta the Slang: af:
WE Dl 1 Aind-hn xura-ind bargain,
The-Strangen the vich-«blaitoriing
wanders there and; préiending 10 be-%n.
expert.allawshirmce!f 1o .be saddled sath:
‘hozus Stamps, is-Called'n * PoiTy > (gall):
Neither. lamre” collectors Jor-dealers.
“habitually.fiequest thismarket, -
The professionals carry bags having:
shoulder.iips Jika omniliis condurions,.
1l take om their Yirgks “of-
-stampssindwhérein they ¢ mlfreceipts.
There-ave: mute. and- Automiric glealers:
,.and

‘when  stamips: 3 - Simpl
TeplicsT 85 CeNlS.: 20 francs, 3-cems,” -

Sne

- nnd assoon-as'the /' have-rimed.the Jast

- Trs

tm3-Others:ace:

e pomicd_ oite.-simply -

in order to get the buyers 10 Jaugh, these
later being, somewhat, serious and full of
distrust. “As d whole: the gathering_is
rather busy, people dg ri6t speaX too loud
so'as not to irterfcre with their neighbors.
Each group is only composcd of three or
four -persons. .Every new comer is
assailed with discreet offers ;-three pars
of the habituces know one another by
sight only, still they know .the albums
better. than they do thesfaces.: .
-1t is.nonsense to, say that the. prices of
postage stamps are made.at tue Bourse.
- Tliese prices, which are somewhat elastic
"hoive¥er, are-fixed by.the catalogues and
" periodicals of ‘thic large firmis of-Landon,
-Pdris; Biiissels, Leipzig; Neiv-York, which
~have-stocks .of. several: millions, riot~of
‘stamgs, but of franes?and some of.which
are joint concerns, sulid as.a"good bank.
This fancifal nain¢ of, Bourse produces
-AwWrongimpression; 5 in Safdou’s picce.
-Thére'is no-Bourse exéept-tor ithportant
securities and - for products.in- enomous
quantities, siich as wheat, sugar, cotton,
which iihsolutely require daily quotations.
Pegple do not speak of the Book-Bourse,
the Curiosity .Bourse, the Picture Bourse.
The confusion degenérates into.bad faith
and deserves” prosecution when we find
printed :* *The Official. Postage Stamp
Baurse,” sincé the vword * official ® con-
vevs the idea‘that the advértiser has.the
‘uaranice’ of, the state, whilst: in reality
beingwitheut authority: And-unknown,
Established-. dealers, who pay heavy
taxes which are a considerable addition
10 their rent, and avlio’ pay thetax of the
. 'Goiximéi'ci:l]t]m‘u'l_'ge,.nrc unable to under-
stund why the Municipal Council should,
as requested.favoriheopen markei, which
contributes nothirig it all to°th¢ Ludger.
12 .is a. serious  compétition. to: ‘steady
business kouses, siss collections’cf from n

1900 10- 10,600 frincs Andithere way-
there. and Zo frang. piccesand biak notes
circulate,  1tis no-longer a place where
youngatens yo.to circulate stamps.

_The stamp bisiness. is at: tha ' present
timg agc af.the most difficult 1o carry ov,
since genuineness. is Akgiprime requisite.
Now this yienuineness is:nat-Yery cisyto
discern.gin account of “the:progress made
in the art of the forger-and of.the advan-

-ageswhich canbe obtained from the use -

-of phate-eneraving, and.alse on.accoiint
-of the impuaity ~vhich;isGdured 1 e
7by-the-Frenéh courts. I additon16the
Tegretable promistuoieness, the Stamp

‘Bourse biis ihe defecrof exciting-in many: -

children Wha' ficquent it assiduoudly, a
mercantilé. precrocity Which.is distressing
fo'winnss It ofter: ciusés veune: men-
~t3. completely abandon theirark:in-the
ofii-e, store or Y. workihap. n’nrder-10
Jaunch nts hazmndous Fpeculations in
Po.ta; e stampg—as pemiciciioac bellirg.
:00-harse: rires.: “To finish Kindly; says-
TLe:Callegrionnenr.ile TimbreiPoste: we

‘will say that. The {amip, Bovrse'is,.on
Sunny Synday, onie-of the cormers-of pic-
‘tucresque Paris worthy of being seen. It
‘has intts faver* the-Tact.that-it was:the
crdle of philately wheniitwas nothicg

“but A childish SIATp hania, .
N bt T Tl - - .

=% NEWISSUES, . .
‘Set The design is the same’on all/the
~r31_ges;rp@_icfg§cojﬁc portrnit-.of.the

British EnsfiAfrich chivonicles a how

Queen in thé contre; * British East
Africa " in two lines at the top, * Pro:
tectorate " dt:bottom, ' Post and Rave
enue ” and the value-in-curves above

and below the portrait.

da yellow, 2z chocolate, 23a blue,
8a grey, 4da_deep-green, -fia orange.
Yellow, &n Vistre, 7in lilac-mauve, 8a
gione-grey, 1Ir ultramarine, 8r-violet
maave, 4r carmine-lake, 5r brown,

The P. .J. of Great Britain reports
that it has scen British Enst Africa
‘revenues used postally.

1/ ia black dn 10/ blue, valuein red
) o £10 orange:  **

10/ areen, value in red.

£1 blue, value in red.

‘The snmepaper, speaking of British
South Africa says : The troubles in
this country have caused the issue of
a set of Cape stamps surcharged in
small .block capitals ** British South
Africa.” The reason for their issue js
that Bulwayo ran out-of stamps, and
owing to.its being ‘ciit off from. Salis-
bury, the capital: where the stock of
stamps is keps, had to'apply to the Cupe
for o loan.  We give:tha number the
Cape sent. ] .

3d black on Llack, 24,000,
1d'black on rdse, 86,000,

2d black on brown, 18,000
8d black on claret, 2,610,

4d black on blae, 9,000,
6d'black on violer, 8,960,

Madagascar has a provisional issue.-
of the: cuxrent _sef _o_{ Erench - stamps
surcharged-with néw value,

5¢ on1c'black on lilac,
10c on 2¢ brown on buil,

_.%Sc on ;.;q broyn on ‘bug.‘.
"25¢ on'8c gray. on Yish.
25¢ ondc.claret onﬁl:?vender. .
-25¢ on 40c red on stravw.

-CUBA. UNUSED.

1855,.4rp blue...10 1876;5¢ blue. ... 8
1857, irp blue...'3: — ;%(iﬁ broywen1s

c= Arpgreen. 8 — tgrn..’s

—= 2rpred.... 6 — S0cdkgm. 8
1832, Irn black. 6. — Tp earmine20
1864, 1rp green .8 1879, 5¢ black . 8.
‘ b 5 —'1%¢carm. 8
- ;gc bluc... 8
~— 30c.gray.. 8.
) en ., — 1pbrown .20

= "20c brown..4 1880, 5¢ gréen .. 8;
3871,12¢ lilac .15 T— 124¢ lilac.. 8

= Zeblue..:8  — 25cblue,..o
T :same-msedl = 30¢ brown..S
.= 30cgreen. 4. = Ip bistre..15
1873 :12%¢ green.20  1861; 1¢ gregn .2
= %elilac.. 4+ 3593 olive... 8
.. B0c brown, 5 b 2 2
1§73, 123cbfovwn 1) = "10S red b8

- '2£cclbluc:.. g‘ l&ggg?mgnm
— 50c green,. "10c:Yistre, 5
— :ljﬂ*’i.'q\_\jix.\ -15-, 1858, 4)dnd.each

Jéf?G,.‘l‘.!Lc reen 8 B 0B
— Rclilac.. 6 . 10e...... 10

. 20C......
— Ipblick..15 1883,2ic brown. .4
1877, 12Aclilac.~ 8. -~ 2icviolnt. 4
= 250§rcen.sk = 10c-brovwn.. 6
— Hc-black. 8. — 20¢ olive. 19
— 1pbrowm.15 1390, 20¢ dkvlet'y
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