308

THHET VIS,

=

REPORT,

OF COMMISSIONERS IN ‘THE DISPUTE BETWREN

TUE TOWNSUIP OF PICTOU. AND G. M'KENZIE
AND J. GEDDIE, AS OVERSLEERS OF POOR,

Havina been agpomted at a Meeting of the Ine
hiabitants of the Townslip of Pictoy, to examine nto
and report upon, the claims of sendry individualy
against the Tawnship, onginating by George McKon-
we and John Geddia, n the capacity of Overseers of
Poor; we met in pursuanco of sad Commizsion, and
had the following accounts presented to ue and sub-
stantiated, viz't :

John Graham - - - £9 1 9
Joseph Richacds - - -1 00
Robert Mclean - - - 113 0
Dactor Landesberg - - - %215 0
John Kerr -~ - - ~ 1010 0
Joho Taylor - - - - 614 8
AMis. Lavingston - - - 518 10 1.2
${enry Hauton - - - 6 0 0
Joln MeMillan =~ - - 013 0
John Maxwell, debt £32 8 1
costs 17 1 3
—i% 9 7
Doctor Martin, dcbt £20 0 O
costs 8 710
—_——28 710
ITugh Monro - - - 31 2
Henry Blackadar - - - 313 2
Roderick Mchenzio - - 216 8
Abram Patterson - - - 310 4
Mirs. MeKmnon - - - G 4 3
Arbitrators, viz: Grant & Murray 3,0 -
£6 each, and J. McKay L5 5 0} v
Charles Fraser - - - £180 0
James Mclean -~ - - 2 00
£164 18 31.2

Theso Accounts amount to one bundred and aixty-
four pounds cighteen shillings und three perco half
panny, winch sum we declare to be justly due by the
Township.

Doctar Martin laving brought an action agazinst
McKenzie and Geddie, for the amount duo to him for
medical attendancs, ablaued 4 judgment, and placed
the parties in Jail. It sppears that a number of be-
nevolent individuals came furward, and relieved them
from this responsihility, trasting to the Towashp for
the rembursement of the sum advanced, as soon as 5t
could possibly be raszsed: that sum therefore is as
jostly dee by the Township a2 any of the others,

Tho Mceting which constisuted us Commissionersin
the business, withleid from us the power to micsts-
gate any arcounts embnded 10 the report of a former
arbitration, and the fiscgoing cums are not included
in the account, stated by sadd Arhutrators, hetween
tho Townsh:p and the Overscers.  We have, however,
had access to that account, and the materals from
which it hias been composed, ard thnk, that, e sanie
instances, 1t has been drawn wp i more accordeac
with lepal principles, than we should have conmdured
it necessary to have governed owrselves by, had ke
matter beon submitied to us; for instance, the Over-
£cors, not having a knowledge of lww, have expended
mnonics which have not been allowed them, because
the expenditure was not legal. Now it can scarcely
be cxpected, that the persons who sre appointed ta,
end compelled to arccept, the office of Overscer of
Poor, can have that knowledge of law, which is ne.
cessary for the strictly legal performance of the dutics
attached to that situation, .1d, in such cases as the
psesent, we think the mofiar of expenditure chould
Lave more weight with Arb:itrators than etrict legality.

There is, however onc sum struck out of the ac-
count by the former Arbiirators, which we cannot se-
frain from submitting again to the Township.

The Overseers in question held the ofiice for five
vears  ‘lhc first year the Arbitrators allowed them
£5 12 7 as 3 remuneration. The second year £12
was voted to them at the Townslup Meeting, and the
Arbusators allowed £22 12 6. The third year £15
was voled by the Township, and allowed by the Ar-
titratars.  For the last two years of their ecrvice, no-

any sum can be found; but we are fully of opfon
that tle Townslup 1211 justice bound to pay theover.
scers thuty pounds for the two last years; becauso
they were enutled to expect a contmuced remunera-
tion .fthe public continued them n tho oflice, without
notice ol tho withdrawal of the altowance; and we aro
the more constromed 16 urge this matter on the fa.
voutable consileration of the Tawnship, from the cire
cumstance, befure aliuded to, of thaoverseers having
actuaily pawd ceveral aume which fiave not beon allow-
od tham by the Asbitrarors.

Josx Mcrrax,

AnTuoxy ST,

. Jasins Pmistnosn.
Pictou, 13th February, 1886,

VROCLEDINGS OF PUE PUBLIG MELRTING.

At n Public Meetng of the Frechoiders and other
inhabitanis of the Dustent of Picton, el f in the Court
Ltouse in the town ef [hicton, on Wednesday the 10th
day of Februeary, st , agreeably to the Public No-
tiee gaven by Jatn W, Harree, Evquire, Deputy Shenst
of this Distuet, calling the sad meetng dor the pur-
pose of presenting to Flig Magesty and His Councal,
an humble Address on the subject of the Bill recent-
Iy passed Uy the wevesal branches of the Provineial
Parliament. enutlod +¢ An act for the dvision of the
County of Hulifar, and for the reavlauon of the re-
presentation thereof, and from which the Royal Assent
has been withhell, in consequence of a Patition fram
several individanis, residing 10 Anaapohs, having teen
transmitted to the Colonial Oflice.

Whereapon, it was mosed by Henry Blackadar,
seconded by John W. Harms, that I ivid Crichton,
Lsq. be Charman to preside over this Meeting.

Moved by obert McKay, Exq., seconded by Me
James D. B Fracer. and unanangusly i
Resolved—1 hat the Provinewl Logislature of Nova
Scotia is the proper znd constitutional guardian of
the public rights, privileges, and interests of its inha-
bitants.  Holding tlus opmzon, thia Mecting loarning
with surprise, not entingled with ndignation, that a
Bill passed by the Council and Aszcinblz, giving an
wiereased Representation to the County of Halifax,
and providing for the division of the »ame, has had
s Majesty’s assent withheld therefrom, n conse-
qrenes f a Porrion frem Be'?petosu, surreptitiots.
ly conveyed 1o the Coloaial Of.ce, deern it a Goun.
den duty o repudiate surh a procceding, and to pe-
aton [his Magesty and His Counail, 1o grant to tho
act of tiie tucal Lematature referred ta, thas consant
vhich w Il g've to tus distnict, 3 pertion of sts just
righta.

[ilere the foliowing Petition war introduced and
read J

To the Kings nost exeellent Majesty, and the Rt
HHanbte. s Prizy Council,
The Mentoriai of His Majesty’s loyal end dutiful
rubsecte, Frechoiders of the Distzict of Pictou, in tho
Province of Nosa Scot, at a public meoting assem-
bied 1z thic Court House, i the Town of Pictou,
Most humyly Representeth—
That your Alajesty’s lnyal subjects remding :n the
portinn of the Province of Mova Sceoun, have, for the
tast tisg sessions of the Proviaicial Puabiament, been
soliciting 2t their honds the passing of an Aer, windh
would enttle your Memorialisls to 2 paritcipation in
the Represcntation of the country.
That the jastness of this request lacat e, yearly,
moze eudent, from the growwg importarve of tins
Disiricy, the extent of its populativn, the rapid increase
of 15 foreign and cclomal trade, togetiier with itz
greant mmeral rescurces, which are cqualied by no par
of these, your Majesiy’s Colonial posscssiens,
In arder, therefore 1o chew 1o vous Majesty and the
Memtbers composing veur Rught Hororable Council,
the Geogeaphical situation of thas Disinet, and the
hmpartant light in which the =ssme ie viewad in compa.
rison with any ather part of tle Provinee, your hum-
ble Mrmorialints would besrech permission to quote
from ihe only Pros meial History extant, and onewhich
o its talent 2nd nccuracy secured to th anthor,now
Mr Justiee Habbuttan, o public vote «f thanks from
the Houee of Ascembly.  That writer, in speaking of

and commodinug, it is not surpnssed by any, eithor in
facality ol entrance, gaod anchornge, or genersl rafe.
ty.  The great coaltields contaned w the Dwstnet,
and accevaible only by the waters wlieh tlow into its
harbour, mark it ne the firat part where the forcet in
hikely to disappear; and alse o8 the site of extenrmive
manefucturing establishments.  Whon considered m
reference to the coast, to Henfax, Quobee, Capo Bre-
ton, and Prince Bdward lala o, it s also equally evi-

dent, that the abundance of fuol will tender 3t the
centre of steam navigation.  Thero s but one posnt
w which it 19 nfertor to Halifax, the barbour s much
oftener frozen aver in winter; but even m despite of
this seriour inconvemence, it is wore hkely to become
the rival of the Capual, than any other sca port in
the Province.”® And your humble Mcemorialists aro
happy, m being enabled to nform your Mujesty and
your Right Honble Baard. that, in the short space of
seven yewrs sinoo thie pubheation, the predictions of
the nuthor have been generally fulillled, for the mine-

ral resources have induced the miroduction of steem,
and cavused the establishmont of manufactories—aow

m active operation.

Porsessing, therefore, such powetful rensons for the
accedmng 1o tho wishes of your humble Memoriahsts,
the Provincinl Parhament, did, doning its last sersion,
pass an act dividing the County of Halifax,and regnia-
my its Reprecentation; by which your Memoralste
were cntitled 1o return to the toure of Assembly,
one Town and two County Members; 2 number which,
oven then, your Memoriabists viewed as dieproportion-
ed to every athe: part of the Provinca,possessing equal
extent of means.  Your Memorialists were, however,
willing to be conteat with that number, rather than
remuin without apy voseo in the Legislauve Councils
of the country ; and your humble Memonalists, with
that beeoming Joyalty aad respect which have evor
charnciensed your Majesty®s dutiful subjects in this
Province, cannot but cxpresa their undmided opinton,
that, 2 further withholding from your Memonalists
erea this portion of Representation wauld be denying
to vouar loyal subjeets in this District, a right secured
1o them by the Constitution, enjoyed by oll otler secs
tions of the Proviuce, and, for the protection of which,
your humble Memorialists have ever been taught to
fuok with confidence to that Govermnent under which
they have the happiness to live.  With the confidence
which an Act of the two Branches of the Legsla-
ture, assented to by the Representativo of Rovalty,
was caleulated to create, and knowing that the Repro-
sentatives of the Province were fully comversant with
all the local circunstancer and tights of your Msjes-
ty’s_dutiful subjects i this Distrzet, and were the pro-
per judzes of the justness of the apphication thus mads
to tucta~ they concluded that the period had arnived,
which secuted to your Memorizlists on opportunity of
enjoying witk athers a common privilege : but your
Lumble Mcmuorial:sts cannot approach your Majesty,
and your honorable Doard, without cxpressing thew
decp regret and surprise, that jour Majoesty’s Royal
Acsent bas hicen witkheld from that Act in consequence
a Petuon from Annapolis—a remote part of this Pros
v nce; and against whose int- .ests and aghts, the Bill
0 question could not prove prejudicial; o precedent
wiich, if to'erated, would rtonder your Majesty’s
Council and House of Assembly, in this your Joyal
Province, 1n a great measure inefiicicnt and power-
less, and open a wide door for complaimts and remons
¥rances to your Majesly’s Gosernment, frequently
dictated by soctional divicions and local jealousies.
But notwithstanding, vour humble atemorialiste
look to vour mzjesty, and the Honorable Board by.
which you are surrounded, with a strong confidence;
cmanating froma conviction, that they arc approachs,
ing a paternal stonarch, aud sechiw; fram him his
Rayal assent to a measure, which will only place
your humbic dtemorinlisis in some degree on a foot-
ing with othere of your a1ajesty’s subjects. 1£it were
neversary to show to your atajesty and your Eonorable,
Bonid, the injustice of the request thusmade by the
Petitinners from Annapols, and 1ho great dispropor—-
tion of the privileges enjoyed by one over that of the
other, aBhongh not wairanted by thewr resources:
Your humtle Memorialisis would rolicit your tajes-
1y’s gracions copsideration to the following facts,
gathered from siatistical statements publislked by
authority. By theso docainents (among which isthe
last centus taken by the sutbority of goverment) it
wlil appear, that almost overy patt of your majesty’s

tins flaurisbonpg Dasttiet, Temavns— ** The tertility of
the lasd its provmity to the Feleries, its Coal and
other minoral praductions, naturally lead to the con.
clusion 1hat it will, at no distant period, bo the seat of
enterprize and wealth.  The Harbour of Pictou is ad.
mirably situated, for hecoming the imporinm of the
trade of 1l o Gulf of St. Lawseuce, and s already the
centie of enterptise in that part of the Province. Be.
tweon the Bay of Verte and the Gut of Canso it accupics
n central position; and from the latter place to Quebee,

thing has been allowed, becauseno record of a vote of

although th:ere aze zeveral Hatbours, botb shelleted

Provinee of Nova Seoatin 18 provided with some de—
greo of Representation in the Provincial Pathiament,.
adequate to their means, excepting the District of
Pictou, and in no respect can the inhabitants of dn~
napolis complain, when, with a population of 14,661
souls, and coltivated terstory of 22,174 scree, they,
are priileged to return to the General Assembly five
members, that is to say, two for the County of AD=,
napolis, and one for each of the fojlowing Townships,
comprized within its limite, viz: Annapolie, Gtanville,

and Digby. Thatin order to shew to your Msjesty asd



