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THE INDICTMENT ORTHOEPIC.

But ther is snother reason why Revision of Sp.
shud .e pusht asfast as is expedient: it wil so
greatly help ourdyung peopl to aquire a clear
and & decided and therefore clegant pronuneia-
tion. Slovenly pronundiatien ii a orying s of
the American peopl.. Consonants ar slurd, ¢'int
or swallod; vowels ar mixt and confused; words
ar understvod almost holly by context: o singl
word ca rarely be understoud without being rs-
peated several times. Most peopl hav some idea
of words if they can think ot thenr as they apear
in their ritn or printed forms, but of the partsof
spoken words. that is their elementary sounds,
they hav litl more eondeption than they hav of
the atoms in a chemioal combination. What we
need is tha evry one shal recognize elementary
sounds as separat identitis capabl of being utrd
by themselys with eas and certanty. Thatisa
result obtaind by the thoro training which ohil-
dren receiv while lerning tu read fonetic print;
and this avyeciation of elementary sounds wu.
be perpetuated war the print whioh they after—
ward habitualy red of a fonetic caracter. Then
too the best pronuaciation being habitualy pre
sented to the eye correct pronunciation wud be
the rule of ordinary »peech. Iike the ancient
Athenian fishwon en who wer said to hav sp-ken
Greek with remarkab' purity, our lower cinses
wud speak with an acuracy and grace which is
now ataind by the most caretul orators only.—
Mrs E. B, Buanz [of New York, at meeting of
thoz favoring a8 Simplhified Spel:ng held in the
Normal Scool, Teronto, i7th Aug., 1883.]
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Purases pEs Tous Les Jours par Felix
Franke. 16mo, 60 p. Henninger Bro's.
Heilbronn, 1886. Price 80 pf. [25 cents)
This liti book by the late lamented

Frapke of Sorau is 2 companion to that of

Passy, treating as it does in like way thoz

frases which ar of evry day ocurence in

French conversation vis-a-vis with its prop-

er pronunciation. We dont recolect any

similar work since that of the late Steven

P. Andrews 30 years ago--a worls for lern-

ing French by Ollendorf’s plan with the

orthoepy oposit. Its useand its valyu ar
aparent. With neither this nor Passy's
is it explicitly stated whether it is cclo-
guial or deliberat (Walker's oraforic) pro

nunciation that is givn, Aparently, the
distinction is not recognized. ft1s the part
of Orthografy to aproximate deliberat Or

thoepy from which colequial O. wil folo as
necesary consequence. In Franke's book
continuant / and r ar signified by italie !
or r, ordinary | and r denoting pure con-
sonants.

Le Fravoais Parré: Morceaux Choisis a ¥
usage des étrangers, avec le. Prononcia-
tion figuree, par Paul Passy. Heilbronn,
Henninger freres, 1886, pp. xi and (15
16mo. Price, M 1.80 (say 50 cents.)
This treatis by the profesor of Modern

Languages in the Paris Normal Scool fils

& need- that of a scolarly representation

|
i

ot spoken French by a competent nativ,
[t consists of selections from clasic French
proz and vers givnon it hand pages, the
alternat pages giving the pronunciation.,
Our Ontarieo Education] Department shud
authorize its use in our High Scools where
nativ French tutors ar almost never found.
This wud correct and suplement present
necesarily defectiv pronunciation therein
taut. The aunthor states that he givs the
orthoepy usual in northern (or Parisian?)
France. For the sound symbols used the
equivalents ar givn in English, Holandish
German, Icelandic, Swedish and Danish
| he foloing from preface is true and apro-
priat and givs the key note of the book:

[Translation] What we call pronunciation is
the language iteelf of which the ritn form is only
the quite conventicnal and ¢~monly very imper-
foot representstion. We no that to understang
a language we must first make a rational study
of the sounds whish compoz it, s mething which
13 alimost imposibl without exact representation
of these sounds.

L'Aneraws Parie; ou Methode Pratique
pour apprendrea Parler, a Comprendre
et 2 Lire en Anglais sans Maitre. par
Paul Passy. 24mo, pp. 154. London,
¥. Pitman, 20 Paternoster Row.

This litl work is for Frenchwen to aquire
English. It s evidence of the spred of
Sound methods of aquiring living tungs,
Pronunciation is givn in & 12 vowel alfa—
bet—les than 12 is never satisfactory, A
statement orx p. 2.deservs chalenging. Ip
is to efect that vowels in eel, fool and ball
difer in quantity only from thoz in U, full
and ox. To ourear, the 12 standard vow-
| els ar all diferent in quality: they ar quite
i a8 distinet as the twelv individuals that
compoza jury —ther ar relstionships be-
tween them, but each has his own individ-
uality all the same. 'F'he litl book is bound
separatly in two parts. They may be had
of the publisher or at Librairie Shakspesr;
T5RuedeChamps-Elysees, Paris, ata frans
each, or both postpaid for say 50 cents.

EigneNte per PHONETIE und Orthoepie
des Deutschen, Englischen uand Franzo-
sischen, von Wilhelm Vietor. 8vo, 271
pages, Henninger Brothers, Heilbronn,
Prussia. Price, M 4.80 ¢(say, $1.25.)
This book by the lerned profesor of fik-

ology at Marburg University is scolarly,

acurat, painstaking and conscientius. ts
tirst part describes the organs of speech,
then the sounds in French, German snd

English ar deseribed and compared, lastly

how speech.sounde ar combined is stated

and exampls give in the three tungs by
printing exampls in & much-markt-letr




