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A Soft Answer.

AN English tramp steamer had just
been tied to o whaif. Faom her dingy
hold there leaped upon the dock a man
who was cvidently a stoker, o was
black with gime, 1eckless of face, eager
for release fiom_an almost unbearable
continement, and teady fur any apimal
gratification for which he could find
opportunity.

s ho emerged upon the maiv street,
looking, probably, fur the ne
he saw a colored woman w
dately towaid baw, carrying a bashet of
apples, _ Full of mischief, the stoker
stumbled against het, upset the basket
upon thopaves
mont, and
then stood a-
side to lanzh
at tho invec-
tives whichho
supposed his
trick would
bring forth

But the old
colored wo-
man did not
even look at
hertormentor,
Sho bent und
quictly picked
up her apples.
There wasnot.
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tho other chieck to tho smiter is utterly
antagonistic to natural human impulse.
* A soft answer turneth away wrath,”
is a form of presentation of tho same
principle, that, in theory, at least, 1s
chat 1cadily ach lodged; an
s truth was never moro emphatically
verified than in the incident we buave
described.  Youth's Companon.
LR

Queer F formed by

A>miaLs occasionally form acquaint-
ances n the most unexpected places,
Somo tune ago a cat actually meieased
its famuly caies by adopting a young rat
and nwrsing 1t for several days, and
surely thisisa
most_peculiar
friendshap for
any member
of ‘tho fchne
xnce to form.
Tho cat in
question hada
fanuly of four
kittens to look
after at the
timoshotooks
fancy to the
rat, but the
latter had as
much caroand
attention paid
to it as the

even an ex. kittens, Sho
pression of washeditwith
resontment her tonguo
ugdn her face. mostcavefully
Sho bent here and allowed it
and stwopod feed with
thore, and her own little
when she had ones, At tho
recovered her end of several
last apple sho dayshowever,
turned upon AMBITION DIVERTED, NOT DEAD. tho kittens re-
theastonished sented the pre-

man with a
pathetic dig-

{* SNOWDALL GIORGIE a youn o
same day o take a prominent part in South African politics,
for grapes.)

gentleman who h scuce of the

rodent, and

nity that for-

, in tones of simplo kinduess:

** God forgive you, my son, as I do ™

Tho yudeness that had counted on &
bitter berating was softened in an in-
stant. Tho man’s coarso lips parted, his
hard oyes fell, ho tried to speak; then
ho thrust his hands into his pockets and
pulled out all thosilver he had. This ho
forced upon the silent woman.

*Takoit,” ho said, and then added, as
she looked at him in astonishment,
**God bless you, mother! I'lluover doat
againl”

That which is lwrobnbl ¥ one of the hard-
est sayings of Christ to accept, ong that
has roceived tho ridiculo of centuries, is
llustrated by this incident. Tho prin~
ciple involved in tho command to turn

g™ polut at present

drovoit away,

but still the

mother cat had exhibited a most extra~

ordinary friendship in caring for it so
ong.

Speaking of an animal thus acting the
part of a fosterparent reminds one of
another case whero a cow has stood in
that capacity to lambs. This was the
outcomo of an experiment, and may be
regardedasanew way of rearing mothers
Jess fambs. A paticnt cow was selected
for the offico, and, as she raised no objee-
tion to & lamb approaching her and
sucking as it would from its own mother,
other Iambs wero allowed to do thosame,
until tho cow had a family of six to look
after. It is quite interesting to know
that the animals thus fod throve remark-
ably well,




