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advertisements thathave lately metthee
at every turn, and aithough jewelers are steala march on their competitors in busi-

probably as charitably disposed as those ness byadvertising extravagant discounts. the hands to be employed. arc proposed to be

of any other trade, we are strongly of the ! With the exception of a few novices new
opinion, that even they, during the open | to the business, the trade is nuw so well

heatted Chruistmas seasun, do business | pusted about prices that th's ruse must,

for something more than the meze desire  necessarily fail, to accomphsh 1ts object)
i
. R A y . { Marshaltown, Towa; and G. Nicholson, of Ney
Onething is certain, no retail jeweler can  rew arded by having their trouble for their  york.

honestly give away 3o per cent. of his,pains. A few days [ago we were shown‘ Mr. . W.

to add to the happiness of their customers. ' and the sharp promoters will nodoubt be

sales and make his business pay. This anllustrated catalogue of clectro-plated
being the case he has to do one of two wareaccompanied by a pricé list on which
things, cither sell at a loss, or clse raise | was written the words * 50 off special, to
his prices preparatory to commencing his you." The dealer who regeived it, being

discount sale. As no sensible man ever posted about the value of such goods, at,
pretends to make money by sellihg goods, once compared it with its cost and,
below cost (unless it is old unsaleable,found that this special favour was noj
stock that 1s shopworn and almost value-; favour at all, but only a very transparent |

. . 1 Co.. to accommodate their increased traffi
often the case, we have hqd ample proof, ! elicited the fact, that while un one hand { freight traffic shows no signs of abatcmr?:mcw

time and again, and we submt that aside ,this generous merchant was ofiering his1told every available car is used in transit, and the

less), 1t follows that the prices must be{humbug, the prices bemg very much
raised in order to allow the sweeping' higherthan he was in the habit of paying
reductions they advertise. That thisis An examination of the prices and goods

. from all moral considerations, it acts tocustomets the liberal discount of 50 p
the prejudice of the business, and ificent., on the other, he had advanced the

persisted in- it must ultimately work!ordinary list price in some cases as much !and the United States. The prevailing stylex are

a great deal of harm. 'Assuming for'as 67 per cent. Of course some few
a moment that the discount is given dealers will be caught by snch chaff, but,
from the ordinary (not the eatraordinary) it will be those who have stll to buyj
selling price of the goods,the unsuspicious  their experience.

outsider, who takes for gospel all the! This way of doing business muy not
advertisements tell him, naturally argues, ,be dishonest, but it verges so closely on
that if during the Christmas season, it that a great many people of only ord-
Jewelers can afford to throw away such inary intelligence fail to discern the
large discounts, his regular profits must {difference.” Of course they ought to
be simply immense.  This is the natural | know better than this, asitis only a sharp
inference that any outsider would draw. } business practice and humbug is noWNg;
“The next is,if he can afford to give sucha ydays considered legitimate if 1t is only
large discount off in December, why can’t ; successtul, but it 15w our est:mation one
he do so in June or July ? if it pays him that should not be commended, but that
at one time they argue, 1t must pay him ‘ should be frowned down by honest dea-
equally well at another, and then they 'ers who despise humbug.

arrive at tl‘xe final and logical conclusion,  Qur idea 1s that the only way.a safe|
that it would be very unwisc to pay him and paying business can be buiit up, 1s
his ordinary price at any time, and solto make a reputation for honesty and
during.the regular course of business they , integnity by selling goods for what they
try and cut down his profits by offering | really age and at their-true value: This
him 30 per cent. or whatever lis-hohday | may be old fashioned and behind the
discoupt may be, less than the figures he 'genius of this fast age, but it is safc and
asks. This must be the natural outcome ' Lgnoerable. Any system ot chicanery
of the discount sale system as practiced although 1t may flourish for a season 15

at present by many of our Jewelers during , sure to come to grief n the long run.
the holiday season. If there is any one
thing detrimental to trade, it is having no, -——-—:—-_—-:; N
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fixed price. With abusiness conducted THE [well-known hardware firm of .
) W . N ed, Mr.

on this plan, the salesman, in every trs Vatson & Co., Montreal has been dissolved, Mr.

h :ms'lj:\mcs Rose retiring. The remaining partners—
action has to luggle and bargam and ex- {3, Watson and Mr Sutherland—will,” we under-

’ {
ye some w the wholesale trade who think ta)

Iar R McDougall

Bisiness Notes and Comments

Irox smelting works, and 20 or 30 dwellings for

erected at Drummondville, Que in April next by

AveLication wall be made to incorpotate - The
Canada Wire Co,” by Messrs. H. R. Ives, Joh
Taylor, J. T. Molson, of Montreal ; R, L. Sears, of

Baine, onc of the oldest hardware
merchants in Hamilton, died on the first of last
month after a very brief iliness. Mr. Baine had
been in business in Hamilton for over 25 years,
and was well known and highly respected.

T Amenican National Board of Trade has
adopted a report favouring the re-enactment of the
national bankruptcy law tn the United States. At
present they have no such law, and every State i
alaw unto itself which mixes thingsupconsiderably,

Twm.vn pew locomotives and one hundred cars
have been ordered t v the Canada Southern R R
The
e are

passenger traffic also shows an increase, N

SILVER jani.mi is all the rage now in England

filagree carings and brooches of small neat patterns;
with neck chains to match. In bracclets the snake
patterns ave mostly worn, The probability is thit
it \yﬂl have a large run in Canada for a year or ‘two.

Levi CossitT,_implement. .manGfactirer at
Guelph, has assigned. his offer of 25¢ in the dollar
not having been accepted. The parties who'be,
came sureties to the Bank offer to pay unsccured
creditors 25 per cent. and take the estate and con.
duct the business in_their own interest. The un,
secured liabilities amount,\ecre informed, to 97,916
and those secured to §55,964.

The balance of the jewelry and fancy goods stock
belonging to the estate of ] G. Joseph & Co., in-
solvents, was sold last month by public au_cﬁon:
It amounted to hearly 87,000.00, and was bought-
by Mdssrs Lee & Chillas for 394 cents on the dol.
lar, a pretty good price considenng that the stock
was old and had seer a good deal of the Domsnion
before it came under the auctioneer's hammer.

Ba'rwsz.\s:xtugda)- evening and Suuday morning
before six the jewelery store of George Waiker was
broken into by burglars. Plated goods valued at
375 werestolen. They effected an entrancé through
the front windows by removing the shutters and
cutting a pane of glass out with a diamond, 1t is
supposed they were the partics who entered Allan
McNab's fruit storg and Robert Patterson’s ticket
office on the same evening. McNab lost 825 worth
of goods. :

Noricg has been given in the Canada Gaszetfe-
by Mr. Acton C. Burrows, agent for the promoter,
that application will be made to Parliament next
session foran Act toincorporate the Great Western
Telegraph Company of Canada, and to confer on
such Company corporate rights, with power to

pend more talk than would make a dozen ;st:md, wind up and liqudate the business of the
such sales under the regular one price‘ﬁm- “Messrs Morland Watson & Co. is one of

cash system.

the oldest and best known houses in Canada and

jcarty on the business of telegraphing in the Pro-

build, leasé, purchase, and maintain lines and to

1as always borne a high reputation for fur dealing | vinces of Manitoba, British Columbiz, and Qataro,
and liberality. They willbe muissed by their many ; the district of Keewatin, and the North-West Tern-
gnends i the hardware business throughout ytones, with power to mnalgamate witlr any other-
Canada. . cogpany.

This evil we are sorry to notice s not!
altogether confined to the retail dealers, !
but has apparently taken possession of!




