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NOT/CE 70O CORRESI’ON.DL‘NTS

“Hoaxorn o Wioy Hoxovn 18 Dur.”—Wo havo beoen in.
formod that {to the Rev. Geo. Neabltt shonld bo accorded
tho honour of having promoted tho builling of the now
parsonage at Arthur,
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Tho recent alloration in the form of our journal gives vs
en opportunity of briefy statingto our roaders tho principles
on which the Guusion Henarnp {s conductod, and the grounds
on which it clnimas aupport.

I8 aims s bolng a good weokly nowspapor for Churchnion,
and for all Christlans friondly to tho Church of England.
Xixe ite English countorpart, tho Guardian, {t givos tho first
place in its intolligence to that which irmedintely concorns
thaChureh, But,liko tho Guaniian, it docsnotconfino itsoll to
ecclaniasticnl nows or to ocolosiasticnl quostions ; it embirnces
all Important nows; and donls with all the Intorosting
quebtions of tho dny,

1t will endoavour to régand all quostions from a Christian
polnt of viow, aid to discuss thom in o Christian spirit. By
#o dolng, {ta managers hollovo ¢ will ronder more real
servioe to the Church ana to roligloit thau by assnminga dis.
tinetly clerical attitudo, or by ningling (n doctrinaf con-
troversy. Deotrinal coutrovorsy will bo avoldod as far as
possible; the conviction of tho meanagoers boing that it can.
1ot ba profitably carriod onin tho columns of o Journal.

The Hunar.p le not tho organ of any party in tho Church.
1t atinm at ropresonting and promoting the intorosts of the
Ohtirch as n wholo, and at prosorving unity rathor than in.
finming dtacord, All controvorsies of a porsohal charactor
will bo sedulously avoided.

Our Corresgiondonco Column will bo freoly oponod, without
dlstinotion of partlos, to all writors whoso cominunieations
aro of prosont {ntarost, and who obsorve tho rulos of Chrls-
tlan courtesy and charity.

Litorary and Educatfonal Intolligonco will bocolleoted with
oaro, and hold a prominont placo {n our columns. Persons
conneotod with Collegos and Bchools are ospocially invited
to afd us by turnishing nows of tholr {nstitutions.

The Hrnarn atands ontiroly aloof from party polities. It
will touch such subjeots, it at all, only in the intarest of tho
Churel, or 111 that of puhlic morality, tukon {n tho broadost
sonse.

@lge @gurth @cmlh.
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Fobruary 17th—Hintany Tenx ENDR.
o 18th—Firat Sunday in Lont or Quadragesima.

" a{th--5t. Matthias.
" 25th—Second Sunday in Lont.
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THE STUDIES OF THE CLERGY.

PART I,

A groat doal has Jately been writton about the
ancular studies or the clergy, chiofly in consegquenco
of a vory interesting and important article that ap-
poared in The Contemporary Review, from tho pen
of Dr. Littledale, whoso writings and prococedings
prosont some of the anomalios we referred to in a
late articlo on * Party Foeeling,” Ho recomwmends
n moro oxtonded course of secular study in order
that tho minister of religion may preservo his
social circle and bo able to moot on equal terms
with men who keop paco with the advanced sciontific
rescarches of the day. To show the necessity of
this, ho gives an amusing instance of what took
placo at a certain ruri-decanal meeting, where tho
subject of discussion was *¢ Clerical Roading,” and
in tho courso of which somo playful remarks scom
to havo boen wado which are, rather unfairly it ap-
poars to us, taken asindications of tho actual amount
of goncin! knowledge possessed by tho clergymon
proseat. The writor lnmsolf happens to point out
one at least of tho answers that may b given to his
atrictures ; for heo admits that the averagoe clergy-
man will compare favourably with tho avernge
cducated laymen, and that in tho general knowledgo

whiuhi lies outside the studiva belunging o his pro-
fession, ho is at least equal and often superior to
othors. And wo apprehend that this istrue as well
in Canadan as in England, But the principal reply
to the loarned Ductor's view of tho case is that
Theology is the great study which properly belongs
to the Ohristian miniator; and that he cannot
abandon the steady, systematic pursuit of this lofty
scicnce with any benofit cither to himsolf or to
othors. In tho toxt-book of this scienco, its prin-
ciples aro spread out in goldon charaeters on so ox-
tonded an aroa that it would bo difficult to name
the philosophic or sciontific subject that might not
bo brought to illustrate, in some way or othor, how-
over indirectly, its statemonts of Truth. Nor
would it boless difticult to imagino the study or the
pursuit which might not with advantage receivo a
direction and an impress from its imporishable
rocords. We especially wish, however, to be under-
stood as by no moans agreeing with Dr, Littledalo's
opinion that “ A wido and varied courso of secular
roading is of quito .as much importance and prac-
tical utility to a clorgyman az any of his more
strictly professional studics,” for if the principle
contained in these words were carried out, it would
follow that tho hest certificato of having gono
through n suitable preparation for Holy ordors
would bo & Degreco in Arts, Medicino, or Law;
while it must not, howover, bo forgotten that a De-
greo in Arts is gonerally required in addition to
Thoological training,

As an influence of the mutual influence which
socular and theological atudies may oxort upon each
other, let us tako the ecionco of Geology ; that is,
so far as it is o scionce, and not tho expression of the
fancy of thosa who have abandoned tho oldor fields
of imaginative literaturo in order to indulge their
adventurous flights among the newer speculations
on tho ocourcnces of a more romote antiquity. It
has been assmed not only that the ovents of the
first Chapter of Genesis ocenpied untold and an
almost inconceivable number of ages in their pro-
greas, but aiso that the latest of them, the appear-
ance of n.an, took placo many thousands of ycars
beforo the commonly received period of the Creation.
It is at least promature to coxtrast the two records,
tho Biblieal and tho Geological. Nor has it yeot
been proved that tho philosophy of the post was
any moro at fault than his theology when ho wrote:

 Some boro and drill the solid earth,

And from the strata there oxtract s register,

¥rom which wo learn that He Who made it, and revealed
Its dats to Moses, was mistaken in its age.”

Tho high antiquity is assumed from a supposed
uniformity in all the operations of nature, But on
thie point, in opposition to names lika Playfair and
Lyoll, we have tho more moderate ostiriates of not
loss ominont naturalists, Dolomieu, Cuvier, and
Elie do Beaumont. Even Lyell himself annihilates
the argument for excessive antiquity, and puts the
wholo caso out of court when he ways in his * An-
tiquity of Man,"” ¢ It is moro than probabia that the
rate of chango was once far more active than it is
now.” He also admits that rivers such as the
Thames ‘‘Could nover, nét even in millions of
years, have oxcavated tho valleys thiough which
they flow.” The gigautic revolutions indicatod by
the marvellous contortions of the strata which com-
poso tho largest mountain chains beoken subter-
ranean forces quito unexampled in history. Tioy
alzo bear evidenco of having been offected with
rapidity ; and towards their accomplisiment an
eternity of dyration allowed to oxisting forces counld
mako no approximation. Andas Whowoll remarks:
““Wo find in the analogy of the scisuces no con-
firmation of the doctring of uniformity, as it has

been maintained in geology."”

SISSTONARY DEPUTAIIONS.

Wo insorted somo fow weoks ago an excellont
communication upon the subject of our Missionary
Dopuitations, in which tho writer doplored that
culpable neglect of propacation ovinced in so many
addresses dolivered at our Missionary Meotings,

Wo havo ronson to beliove thr thoso strictuxes
havo had in many instances a salutary effoct, and
that tho averago standard of tho sponking in the
Dioceso of Toronto at least has this winter beon
considerably raised,

Wo aro of opinion that much yot romains to be
dono to rondor theso deputations thoroughly ef-
ficient—and that tho wholo system upon which they
are managed, wo alludo particularly to the Diocose
of Toronto, needs careful rovision.

Wo hoar loud and reiterated complaints of the
cenfusion and uncortainty which provails, so that
aftor tho minister in chargo of a parish has dono his
utmost to gather a good meeting, he is liable at the
last moment to find himsclf without tho speakers
who havo been announced, and in soma instances
tho samo spoakoers aro sot down for two different
places at tho aame hour,

This clearly indicates the nced of greater cen-
tralization. Thoso appointments could be bent
arranged by the Bishop at headquarters, a rough
draft of them having boen first submiited to the
rural deancries. Any subscquent changes which
might bo found imperative could bo arranged by
correspondence botwoen the incumbonts and the.
Conveners af the several deputations,

In the moro important places Missionary Ser-
mons should be preached on the provious Sunday,
which would help to arouse an interest, and might.
by ¢ series of well-devised pulpit exchanges, relisve
the clergymen who are travelling through the week,
from the labour of sermon writing, as well as obviate
tho fatiguo and expenso of hurrying back perhaps
from a considerable distance injorder to be at home
on tho Sunday.

At loast ono cfficient speaker should be placed on
each deputation, and his parochial work provided for
for, if nocessary, by the Bishop, during his absence.
Nor should any man who has vowed canonical
obedionce to his Bishop, refuso or neglect to dis-
chargo to tho best of his ability these deputation
duties when they are laid upon him.

At the samo timo it is highly desirable that the
ministers in charge should have a voice as respects
the persons who are to speak at their Mimonar}
mcetings.

Thare are some few men so given to eorping at
their fellow speakors and brother ministers, and so
injudicious in their introduction and txusatment of
topica at theas meetings, as woll as unfortunate in
their private in_.onoe when visiting in another'’s
parish, that the resident ministers are kept in &
state of unesainocss during their stay.

An inefficiont or injudicious deputation is worse
than none.

When ono good man, who can bo counted upon,
has been appointed by tho Bishop, the othor speak-
ors might be invited by the several ministersin
charge. It would serve as a valuable guide to the
Bishop of each incumbent were to send inalist of say
twelve names from which he ‘would prefer the depu-
tation visiting him if possible to be chosen.

‘Wo would also recommond the Mi.;ion Board to
prepare annually, with this spacial view, a moder-
atoly full report, containing just such statistical
information as our laity wish to possess, snd indi-
catir.g the several objects which the Board deaire to
have specially advocated.

Thoe reading of auch a documont, as well asof a .



