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l3uchan by road or canal %vi1l appreciate the differencc and those whio go to Edini-
burghi or Glasgowv iii die rorning, transact a full day's business, and corne houle
at nighit, ean reckon the enoriuous stride. Thierc is, thus an immense mingling of
people, a constant niovemient, and an amount of intercourse that cannot fail to
influence the mental and moral constitution, partly for good, partly for ill. lui
connection with this wve note thc iincreascd mneans of communication. The postal
service, thc electric telcgraph, and the telelhone, haN e nmade communication easy,
chealp and effective, have annihiiated distance, and miade of the dwvellcrs iii the
land ç.ne coniiunity, the aniembers of wvhich are iii closest daily contact. Here
also wc sec an influence continuiously miodifying modes of lufe, and intimately ai-
fecting character.

Comiforts and luxuries are inuch more wvidely dissemiinated. Housees even
for wvage-earners have more convcniences than the iausions of the gcntry cou]ld
boast Sixty yeý:rs ago. he furniture of '*the rooni- vies in elegance -%vith that of
the west end residence. Articles of dress no sooner apî>ear at one end of the scale
than they flash forth at the other. Ganies, wvhich once wvere the amusement of the
aristocrat, are now open to every rank. Even the lordly horse must yield the
mlonopoly of the highiway to the demiocratic bicycle.

Holidays w'ere once thc perquisite of the cultured few. Now they are clairned.
and enjoyed in ever increatsing mieasure by ail. It used to be the priviiege of the
upper classes to (levote timie and attention to an3usenient. Amusement is now the
passion, the intoxication of every social grade. -These changes lie on the surface
but they iniply much deeper changes, ;tffectirîg the very Springs of character.

3. The Enlargenient of Politicai Liberty. Thie initial step hiad been ta4-en in
1832, five years before the Quieen*s accession, of the passing of the first great Re-
forni Bill, h)y wvhicl 1 ocket burghs -were ab)olishied. and Parliamient wvas made
more truly a representative body. The electorate was largely extended by the
Reforin Bills of 1867 and 1884. Tlie Ballot Act of 1872- gave to cvery voter the
protection of secrecy, and rendered imii independcnt, of the great man's po-%er or
favor. Political poiver is noiv vestcd in the people inhiabiting these rea]zns. The
mamii iu the street governs the ]3ritishi Emiipire. The Press expresses and influences
public opinion. \Vhiat the citizens xvishi, the Gov'ernmiient miust execute. This
nieains that the average mnari is in certain profound respects a, different being, froni
whlat lie iva: sixty years ago. A new sphiere of action opens to imi. A neN dig-
niity belongs t-) imii. Newv responsibilitics devoive upon hîim. It stili remaîns to
le seen hlow lie wvill use lus newv position and privileges.

.1. The Advance of Science. Not even the slighitest revicev of the Vict6rianl
Era cani omit mention of the nmar-clons strides whichi have beeîu made iii every
ulepa-.rtmienti (J research. The Science ofl Medicine is advancing in ii o-vledge and
skill v'ear 1wv year. The <iscoverv (if ania-!sthesia. and of the anti-septic treatmlent.
hclong to this lieriod :and the discovery of the Roentgen rays has added another
to te iairy tales of science. Iii Biology, the great naine of Da-rwvin stands pre-
uinient. lis <iscoveries. and biis nuthod have opoened tmp a limiiticss field of suc-
ccssitil enquiry. E--verv departiuient oi Science ba.-s shared this quickening. Neyer
L.efore ln the histryo ni de %vnîld. wvas truthl No loved or ,zo passionately soughit after.
Thv- modern n11u stands in the iclist ofl a universe. wvhose inînensity, bcauty. and


