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their attachment (o the senptutal method of supporiing the gospel  Say
is not the trath of Ged Blaspliemed by your own conduet ?

Your ezample has an evil influence on others in-the congregntion —
‘Thoge who give liborally amd consicatiously, might be indaced to give
wiore than they do, if others-would but make any off . to do thar duty
But when they see thaze whe make such lugh claims prineiple and
honesty, so recreant in the perfurmance of daty, they begin to think that
they may as well spare themselves tov, and thus T evil cummunieations
currupt g ol manners“—the leprosy which tainted a fowv estends to
others,  Where such-dispositions and conduer prevail, the cagme of reli-
glon cannot be in a healthy condition, It luogers in n mserable state
between life and deagh, and piare dead than alive.  Miaister and peoplo
are wqually wretehed aid ineflicient,  And it is vain fo expect managirs
or trusteea of congregativis to do their duty, when they have 1o muans
with which to aet.

Your exumple us an coil infiucare on those who hald State-church
vicws.—It is a well known faet, that-these who liold to State Chur hism
in Canwmda, glory in their position, and leok with contempt on winistors
anl people who hold seriptural vicws, They designate all voluuiarics,
as svetariva and dissenters, as il they-were rank communiste and imfidele,

. ! . - i
"These religionists do nwt judgo of what is truth, from the statements of

Gol's wurd, but by what they hear in the professions, and see in the
combuct of others.  "T'hey judge of voluntaryisin by the reprosentations
which you give of it, and from the impressions which your conduet
makes. When they hear you denouncing State establishments of reli-
gion, ag impolitic, unjust and unaeriptural—when they honr their own
ministers, from the lenst to the greatest, denounced as Riate paupers,
hirclinga and lovers of filthy luere, they natwrally cxpeet tu see such high
principlo and holy zeal as you possess, manifestud in sume visible, palpa-
ble form, in doing what is so clearly proclaimed to be a duty of primo
importance.  They look around them, and on one side they sce their
own ministers sustained in comfort, if not in aflleence—they see theic
churches kept in repair, nay, incomparative eleganco—within and around
them all things seem- progpering ; on the othier side, among professed
voluntarics, they sce tho very reverse of this, and they come to the con-
clusion, that our professions are hypocrisy, and our prinviples delusion,
and they shut their ears against every argument in favor of voluntaryism,
Those who act s0 egregiously at variance with the truth which they pro-
fess to hiold, have much to answer for, seeing the truth of God, so far a

respeetathe sapport of his religion, is brought into disrepute among soveral

denominations of professed Christians,

In conclusion, we offer a few words of advico for the consideration of
professed voluntarics, in connection with the United Presbyterian Church
in Canada, who may read this article. You are not, for a moment, to
suppose that-we ask for ministers' wealth and worldly honors; that we
wish themn to be supported in luxury, or that cathedrals or costly charches
should be built and sustained, or that they should be highly ornamented
with gilded and earved work. We ask no such things. We ask only
that cach member should give as God hag prospered him, that the minis-
ter may bo sustained as any respectable mechanie, merchant, or farmer
is supported.  Weo look for nothing higher, and to do this is the duty of
the Chureh.  'Wo have very high authority for saying so. God said to
the Israclites, “ Take heed, that ye forsake not the Levite so long as yo
live upon the carth”—Deut. xxii. 19. (Sce also Deut. xiv. 29, and
xvi. 17.)  And tho New Testament law of duty is elearly stated by the
Apostle Paul, 1 Corcix. 11—“1f wo have sworn unto you spiritual
things, is it a great thing if we reap your carnal things? Even so God
hath ordained, that they who preach tho Gospel should live of the Gospel.”
We ask also, that peoplo should do their duty to themselves and to their
religion, by the respeet which they pay to the external—the outward
arrangements.  Where true religion cxists, there is a great tendency to
arrangement-and order. Cleanliness and comfort are not necessary ad-
junets of religion, but you will seldom find real vital godliness in any
congregation, where cleanliness and comfort are neglected-or despised.
Look to-it then, that-your feclings and actions are in harmony with your
prol;c'sséd'flrinciples-—you hold scriptural views in rfoference to the sup-

-port of réligion—sec that your actions are scriptural also; you should
give as well as live by faith'; you profess to-bs God’s people~that he
has called you into tho gospel of his Son—that he has made you the
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honard instruments by winch hus religion i3 (o be aupported and ox-
tended  Can you then 1ake what you give to his eanse, and intho re
tremont of your eloscts, appeal to the Scarcher of heants, that you do
consountiously what you do 1 hiss tsice=—that yan give what yon cons
tribute witlingly, and ace: rd-ag s God has prosperad vonl 1 yuu act
thus Gunl wiH Bloss yeu, and this suree would scon bo heand on evory side,
“the hangdoms of this world are beeums hingdoms of our Lond and of
Lis Chnnt

In cur next esmmunication we may speak a fev wunlsto winnagers of

congregations, in respeet 1o their duttes, D.
THE VALUE OF THE BIBLE,
Tho execllence of the Bible dopands on its divine authority, It was

given by jnsprration of God; and consequently the writings, a8 well ag
the writers, are irspired  In the wonds of a Jistnguished Englis writs
er, It has Goud for sts awthor. truth, without any misture of erfor, far
ila matter , and salvation for its end”  Sinco the Bible is stnmped with
the broad seal of henven's amhorty, and poswesses such divine onergy
and vital influence, 1t nught be argued, from the perfections of the divino

+ charaeter, and Independently of experience, that 1t would embue socioty

with Qs living spirit, and bo productive of the most beneficial changee,
It has been, indeed, customary to hinpute such beneficent changes to the
progress of civilisation and to the preduimnancy of the principles of right

, Feasun aver ignorange and error, always forgetting that eivilisation and

the ruls of rigit-reascn, are just part of that amehorated condition of a9~
ciety fur which wo aro ealled on to acesunt, The trwth is, that thoso
who boagt of the achicvements of reasen, uniformly seleet their exam«
ples of 12 ageney and inflncnee for-those eountries where the Bibla sheds
abroad its clearest ray ; and hence the philosaphers of this world aro in-
debted to the Biblo for the diseoveries they may have made respecting
Gud and duty.  DBefore a chemist makes an experiment, he is ansxious to
exclude any foreign ingredient, lest tho truth of hus results should bo af-
fected by it.  But whenever revelation 1s known, men are unconseiously
debtors to itg light and power; and efleety aro atiributed.to reason,which
can only flow from the word of God. They take fire from the altar of
God with which to kindle the tereh of reason ; they pilfer coin from tho
mint of heaven, and stamp it with the image and superseription of roa-
son. The fact i undeninble, that a Sabbath sehool child, by reading
the Bible for a fow years, can tell more about Ged, and duty, and ster-
nity, than the wisest philosopher among the heathen could do for agos,
without it. It alone solves the all-important question—What must I do
to bo savedl  Without its aid, we would have wandered through a vast
moral desert, cheerlessly going alung the journey of hife, while at its ter-
mination would be the midnight of the tomb, with shadows, clouds, and
darkness resting on it. But now we possess m tho Bible, the only ray of
light that can be shed on the dreary darkness of the tomb, and allthat
is far beyond ; the only system of merey by wlich gondness can ariso
out of evil, and on the ruing of wur fallen world, an edifice of love and
merey bo erected to the praise of its redeeming Lord.

But what are the moral resulis which the Bible has produced in the
worldl  Whenover it has come, it has found the moral portraiture ex-
hibited in the first chapter to-the Romans—Men, hators of God, hateful,
and hating one another. It ehanges the aspeet of the heathen world ;
and instead of a wilderness of poisonous herbg, it prescnts a lovely gar-
den of pleasant fruits, the trees of righteousness, the planting of she-Lord,
that he may be glorified. Tt uniformly finds men sinful and polluted,
living in the bondage of corruptiun, and dying in the midnight of despaur ;
and to all who feel its influence and acknowledgo its power, when enu-
merating the greatest sinners, its unvarying language is—* Such wero
some of you—not such are, but such were some of you ; but yoare washed,
but-ye are justified, but-ye are sanetified” Compare any of the countfics
where the Bible is generally read and studied, with the most enlightened
of those nations where the word of God, if not virtually prohibited, is
¥yet put as a candle under a bushel. Compare Spain and Portugal, which
are manifestly receding from cvilization, mto barbansm, with Great
Britain, honorably distinguished for its advancement in seience—~com-
pare Taly with-the United States of America and Upper Canada, and
you will find that the christian sentiment in thoso countries where the Bibile
is freely circulated, is as marked as- that-which originally subsisted” beo



