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-- lIN ho pqest, saidjt Je.sus, -enter into thiy cloiset." Thiere

are tn'o reasonis, i the na.'turc of' tlîgs, ror. itis admlonlition:
1 . Secret pi-nyer is fi-ee froîn teîwptation to, ostenitation>

Ilypocrisy and pride, au'l! thierýeI'or wvill ho plensing to God,

and for hlis glorv. 2. The ha(bit ol' secret praycr is of

lunspeakblze ndvanita.ge ili souil-ciiltiure.

i t is assUiYXC(l thiat afl1 Christianis pray* Somle, it mlay lie, pray llnechanIlie-

ally3-fronll a coldI seuse of dnlty ; and somle 1'roni a superstitions niotion thlat

prayer is Il klid of clîarmi to NVard'( off evii ; buit othlers pril' becaluse they love

it, and regard it as ail inestimable privilege. hii the Saviolir's tinte the spirit

auJ design or' prayer Nwere mîsitndferstood. Ili nddgrtd inito a mlere

oufrl1ornm in whichl the hecart hand nio shaire. .Tesus -bj1ight 10 bring it back

to its true place ; and in a singleI sentence lie lis expressed ils truce 'nature,-

secret intercolirse wvitl Glod.
That w'hich the Savioni' taiughlt by precel * t lie euifoi'ced by exalliple. In1

the grecat crises of lis liew IJle streligthiens his soiîl by communion N'ith

Ris ]3athieî. Mlusions to this fact are frequent in the Gospels :-"11 e m'euit

uinto a minutain apart to p)rary." <' And in the morning, risingc lip a gyreat

wî'hiIe before dayv, lie Nvenit ont, auJd departed mbt a solitary place, aud there

Ilayd. H e departed mbit a mouîîtain to, I)r.ay." Il He wvithdrew ]imself

ilbt the wilderness land pniayedC." IliHe went ont into a mioutain to pî'ay, aul1d

contmiued ail nlight in pralyer to CIodI." If you m'ould bli he JIesus, lie inlucli

il] secret prayer. You hiave \Vaniits auJi lueeds thait cailot lie presenited in any

othier -\vay.
Ili regard7( bo the iuethod of dischiargîng thiis Julty a -word NvilI linl place.

First, ýas to the 4livi. It is well to hlave 6ixed seasons for secretpry.

Whiy? J3ecause otherwise the dulty Nvi1l soon lie ueglected altogethier. lb is

surely nlot Clahinlg too îuuchei thlat N'e shoul1d t17ef.1 our l{eaVelly Fathfler wt

as iucli Cu -lsideratioii as we do0 Our friends. I knov. business mouei by

the score wio Nwould not on1 aiiy consideration nlegleet a bîusiness engrqamet,

-who 1ol. feel. that thecir reputation w~as seriously comproilised if at

niote was flot proîmptly paid at inaburity, or if anl engagiemient foi' busiuess wvas

not kept to the minute. Let lis carry this prinile oveî' mbt religions duty'

Let our engcag-emieits withI GodI be as sacredly kzept as oui', engagemenents mwitlî

Thiere are times peculiar'y suited for' closet prayer. Iu the \Nor Ing C vh

'tble pow'ers of the souil are in Çuill vigor -Nv'hen the mierdies of the ulight eaU

for thaýliniving, and coming duties denîaud hielp. At noon, wheui for a fewv

moments the Nvhecels of labor stand still, and the hurrying feet of 3Mamîniiion'!s

wvorshippers î'est a space; then snatell a moment, from aîuid life's pressing

,cares, to tell thy vants ho thy Yathier îi hieaven, alid ho cool thy fevered hieai't

*and brain by a drouglit fromn salvation's well. At cz;c2izg, wvluen the day's

261


