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CHAPTER XXX,

tLUNTINULD,)

Tho sliadows of evoning were lengthening,

as the heavy double-Eodiad carringo contain- !

g tho ato mmates of the Priory, rattled
through tho streots of London, and drow up
in rosvenor Square.  1lie door of Lady
Malcolm’s mansiun was imnmediatoly thrown
upen by tho expectant portor, and  Malcoln
leading tho way to the drawing-room, was
suon fulled 1 his mother's arms, Mrs. Gor-
dun, Blanche, and Constancoe following
closely upon his footsteps, and each greoted
i turn by a vurm cwbrace and moet cor-
dial reception.

* Really, Margarot,” exclaimed Lady Mal-
¢ lin, *Icould searcely hLave ricoguized
R'anchr aguin, she is becorac sueh a tall,
handrome, stately girl ; well, T declare, my
! v, taking her band ain bers, and  carucot-
Iy seanning her  features, * you will create
quite o sensation in the benu monde, ani I
ehall feel justly proud of my protege.
vow, my dears, you must bo greatly fatigued
after your long journey, and I will show you
your rroms.  Dinner will bo ready at eight
o'clock precisely, and a8 we are quite en
Jamille this evening, you need not bestow
much time on your toilet.'

Lady Muleoln being Mrs. Gordon's eldest
sister, rescmbled ber vory much in porsonal
appearance, and disposition also, although
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would fall in lovo with, a8 she dislikes her
present set of admurers, all being too foppish
or fashionuable fur her ideas of a husband ; in
fuct sl decdared to e the other day, the
ch.aracter sho would selcet would bo - man.
ly, unaffected person, of tinm  prineiples and
unblouushed reputation, whom she could re-
spoct us well as love.’

¢ Well, then, Blauohe, your old playmate,
Will Beauchamp, is the very man to suit
her—d.n't you think go, my dear ?'

¢ I really cnunot say, Churles,’ she roplied,
very shortly. .

¢ At any rate, pray write to-morrow,’ re.
sumeu Lady Malcoln, ‘ aud save him from
-the brewery ;—DBoauchamp, Winterbottom,
and Co. ! this would bo dreadfal.’

* It sball bo done, my dear mother, if you
particularly desiro it; but Will Beauchamp
18 a vory obstinate, perverse young follow ;
and if he has set s affcclions on Miss Hon-
oriu or auy other young lady "—with a smile
at Blanche—* all the widows in London
won't turn him.’

Tho sunouncement of dinner was a ro-
priovo to poor Blanche, who dreaded lest
Ler cousin’s raillery m.ght lead Lady Mal
culm to suspect her attachment to Beau-
champ, as the Harcourts, who had just ar-
rived in London, would of course be fre-
quent visitors at her house ; and it had been
resulved by Mrs. Fordon, before leaving the
Priory, to keop her engngement 2 profound
secrot for tho present—even from her own
siter, Lord Malcolm, notwithstandiug bis
love of fun and frolic, with which he could
not forbear toasing Blancho occasionally,
was $00 siucerely attached to her and Beau-
champ to betray their position, even to his
own mother ; and although sometimes vou-
turing witbin the precinets of the forbidden
' ground, yet ho possessed sufficient tuct to
.p' revive how far be could advance without
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taller, and mure fashionablo in manuers, ; disoovery, and made amends for any little
from her_coustantly mixing in the first|escapade of this kind, by his unwavering de-
eircles in Loundon sucioty ; and it must be | termination to sexve his friend in more im.

confessed, she was at heart rather a woman
of the world, deriving bor chief enjoyment
from its gaistics.

Although much pleased with her nieco's
firgt appearance, she was in rapturcs when
Blanche entered the drawing room the nec-
ond time, dressed for dinner.

* Why, my dear girl,' sho exclaimed, ‘yon
are really quite onchanting when divested of
vour travelling dress ; I had no idea of that
beautiful figure and graceful demeanor ; you
will be the bello of the season; and with
vour fortune and position, dukes and earls
will be paying howage at your foot.’

¢ Indeed, I hope not, Aunt Maleolm,® re-
phed Blaache, blushing deoply.

* And wby uot, wy dear ? it is nothing
more than your due, and what I fully ex-
peet ; so got rid of your country diffidence
and blushes as soon a8 you possibly ocan,
winch here would only pass for yaucherie or
mauvaise honte.’

Constunce iu her turn olicited soms very

excecdimgly gratifying to her son, who re-
phed, ¢ Well, my dear mother,
may show our two girls agamnst any two
London ; but they must not be spoilt by too
mapy comphunents or too wuch indulgener,
a8 wo koep thom prettv strict in tho country
—don't we, Aunt Gordon ?—for fear of thoir
running away.’

* Ob, Charles,’ interposed Lady Malovlm,
‘ you must givo me a fall account of ail
those dreadful proceedings with that mauvais
auyet, Lord Vancourt. Theiaddest scheme
1 over heard of ; but he has always been a
wild, reckless man, and hiving almost by his
witg tho last three or four seasons.’

¢ It was a well planned scheme, though,
iy dear mother, and Blaucuo had a uarrow
escapo from being whipped Gff 16 the land of
eakes ; for had Will Beauchamp arrived ten
miputes Iater, that villain would bave ha
her safo enough in bis travelling carringo.’

¢ Well, Charles, you must tell mo all par-
ficulars after dinner; and how wure 1hy
fncuds, the old and young squires of Bamp-
ton, nand Sir Lionel 2

*Well sud hoarty ; and you may expect
the bonur of a visit from Will next week,
who 18 cuwing up to town to  look after us
all, and prevent theso gitls being ruined by
too much dissipation ; as o does not consid-
er a conplo of aunts and ono man cousin
suflicient to koep thom within proper
bounds.’

* 1 shall be delighted, Charles, to see my
voung fnend agam, as you know he has aver

portant points.

The next day Lady Malcolm was not at
'homo to visitors, thinking that lor sister
, Would profer ono day's quietude after her
journey ; but she could not resist the temp-
tation of taking Blanche and Constance for
what is termed an airing (although general-
y Y'roving a dusting) in the park, at the
, {ashionable hour, when, from the multiplicity

of carriages, anyihing bevond a walking
pace is extromely probleraatical. The slow
order of rotation in which the wheels move
, Berves; however, in place of & conversazione
} for tho equestrians who are seen lounging
by the side of those wheels which contain
auything liko a pretty faco, or a partie in
otber respects desirable, discuseing the
fashionable topics of the day. Numerous

| wero the polite bows of recognition directed

to Lady Malcolm by bher aristocratic ac-
quaintances on passiug her carriage. But
the two most pertinacious affixions to each

! yside of the carriage wore Lord Henry Bayn-
fluttering encomiums from Lady Malcolw, : tun (second son of the Duke of R——) and
}Sit Jobn Martingale, & young sporting
I think wo.

baronet of large fortune, both well known to

, Lord Malcolm, who being introduced to

Blancho and Constance, maintamned their

| poeition for some time to the oxclusion of

several others, equally attracted by the

‘bouuty of their fair occupants of Lady Mal-

colm’s carringo, and hovoridg mnear in the

‘hopes of ani ntroduction.

Lord Henry baving oxhansted his fund of
topics, generally considered so entortaining
‘and interesting to young iadies, about the
'opera, bells, parlies, reunions, roceptious,

-and other gaities, quocungus momine gau-

dent, and recoiving very unsatiéfactory re-
phos from Blanohe to his various inquiries
as to woeting hier at the Duchess of C—'8
»arty on tho 1Uth ; the Countess of D——'s
ball on the 14th ; or Lady Mary W—s
graud concert at tho Hanover Square Rooms

{ on tho 14th, be raised bis hat and withdrew;

Yeing goon after joined by the baronet, who
had likewiso oxperded his stock of smmuni
tion on Coustanco with littlo better suocesa.
' Woll, Bayntun,” inquired Martingale,
¢ what do you think of the heiress ?°
* Nooplussed, wy dear fellow—can't mako
“her out ; fine, handsomo gitl, with splendid
' oyes and beautiful complexion, that isall I
+know ; but for conversation, whether from
-roservo or ebyness, I could not get her to
\speak a doxen words.'
, ‘She don’t fancy you, I rappose, Bayntun
. —ng‘t g?od looking enough.’
¢ AVelt po t- t i
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witnessing hor confusion at first and subso-
quent reserve, was almost puzzled how to
int rpret her reception of bhim ; Lut, after
sov.ral incffoctual attompts to druw hex mto
conversation, he thought 1t more prudent to
withdruw for the present; aund Blanche,
leaning Lack in the carringe, with her para-
aol bolore her fuce, resolvéd thereby to ex-
cludo any further advances from othor atten-
dunt cavaliers. Lady Maloolm said—

¢ I fear, my dear girl, you have not yet
recovered from your fatiyzue of yesterday ;
we will therefore return home. But how
did you bocome acquainted with Lord Dau.
by ?

Y I was introduced to bim first at the Hunt
ball, Auhit Malcoln ; and wet him cften
ofierwards whilst he was staying at Barton
Court.’

¢ Well, my dear, being keirto a rich duke.
dom, bo is very much courted, and bigbly
spoken of as a 'most agreeable, nuaffected
voung ean ; and, of course, & most desir-
able acquaimtance.’

Blanche not appearing disposed to con
tinuo the conversation about Lord Dauby,
Constanoe intervosed some other remarks to
save hor friend : and the carnaga soon after
set them down 1n Grosvenor Square.
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Mrs. Gordon having her own carriage and
hoises in London, to prevent iuterferenoce
with her sister's srrangomonts, the two next
days wero chicfly devoted to calls on her
particular fricnds, shopping, sight-seeing,
&e., in which she was accompanied by
Blanche and Constance, Lady Malcolm sel-
dom going out until three or four o'clock in
the afternoon. buther ladyshig, after hav-
ing conceded thus much to her sister, feel-
ing pardonably proud of her niecs, and ig-
norsnt of her uttachment to Beauchamp,
now became anxious to exhibnt herin publc,
as well as among her own aristocratio got—
hoping and believing that Blanche would,
from her personal charms and large fortune,
soon have an opporturity of formmg some
splendid allwance.

The next mght, therefore, found her sit-
ting with Lady Mslcolm 1n the front row of
her opera-box, towards which mauny 1nquisi-
tive glances were direoted from those on the
opposite side of tbe house, many of whom
wero persorally known to Lady Malcolm.

¢ Who can that be,’ inquired the Duchess
of B—— of Lord Henry Buyntun, who bad
Just entered her box, situng with Laay Mal.
colm ? She appears very young, and very
pretty, althouuh evidently new to London
life, from her bashfual and timid looks.’

¢ That is Miss Douglas, your grace, Lady
Malcolm's niece, who makes her first appear-
ance to-night in the fashionable world.’

¢ Ob, I remember now the name—the
young lady whom Lord Vanrourt attempted
to run away with.’

¢ The eame,’ replied Lord Henry, ¢ and,
by all accounts, Vancourt made a very near
thing of it.’

¢ Pray lend me your glass a moment,’ ex-
claimed Lady Mary, the Dachess’s eldest
daughter (who had now ontered on her fifth
London season), *I really must have a
thorough scrutiny of Danby's idol; for no
onv, in his opinion, can be compared to Miss
Dcuglas—and there, I declare, is that foolish
bey just entering their box.’

* Well, Lady Mary, what is your opinion?’
asked Lord Henry, * as I shou!d think yon
must by this time have scanned her features
stfficiently to know her again.’

¢ Pretty, rather, though country-.looking,
with a super-abundance of pink.’

¢ Occasioned, peorhaps,” suggested Lord

Henry, * by Davby's appearance ; but look.

again—there ig not too much vermiilon now,
or my vision is defective. She has fine cyes
and’handsomo featurcs, certamly.’

* Oh—s0, 60,' replicd Lady Mary, rather
contemptuously, roturning the glass to her
mother; ¢ but Danby takes extraordinary
fancies into his head about women.'

Boing ofitrod a seat, Lord Danby rewain.
ed some time in Lady Maloolm's box, con-
versing with the iadies, and occasionally ad-
dresaing observations ontheoperato Blanche,
which were rather more courteonsly received
than ut their first meoting in the park. Ia
fact, Blanche, reproaching herself, on reflec-
tion, for Ler very distant behavior to him on
that occasion, now relaxed iclo a more
f{iondly mood, secing her repulsion of him

e . ’
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foclish manner.’

* Ob, nonsense, aunty dear; Blanche
will suon become accustumed to suca sights,
and then thivk nothung of them, as otuers
do.’

¢ Indeed, I shall not, Charles,’ replied
Blauche, firmly, ¢ and I hopo never to wit.
ness another ballet.’

Sir John Martingale now entering the box,
Malcolm was diverted from furiher attacks
on poor Blanche, who, leaning back agaiunst
tho sidv of the box, showed her fixed deter-
mination to withdraw her eyes froua the
stage, in which she was seconded by Mrs,
Gordon, who bogan conversing with her on
other subjects. Great was the rolief to both
when this indelicate pertormance ceased,
and tbey were once more safe m the ear-
riagg, through all the draughts, hustlings,
aud bustlings consequent on the last failing
of itho ourtain.

Although custom reconc:les us to many
strauge sights, that is not the question to be
considered, but the first effect produced on
the mmud of the beholder. What are our
first impressions ¢ These will be found
generally to bo our best guides in most cases.
What, then, are the natural foelings of every
modest girl un witnessing, fur the first time,
tho ballot at the Opers House ? Those of
vifended delicacy and disgust. The attitudes
assumed by the dancers, and their indecent
dress, are no: only oiten inelegant but per-
feotly revolting. For instance, what can be
more absurd than the very favorite] position
of standing on oune ley, with the otuer thrown
out at right augles witn the body 2 (uot to
mention its hornble 1mmodesty)—why, a
sWan or a goose perferms this grand feat
without any effort at all. By the general
patronizers of thy ballet, the same answer
way be returned as by the girl skinning hve
eels—they are used to it. That is true
enough of the iadies who can witress, sppa-
rontly unmoved, night after night, althuugh
false as regards the cels. In fact, the habi-
tuees of the Opera House, after haviog under-
gone the operation of being flayod of the first
outer soft cutiols of delicacy, lose or suppress
all further feeling in the matter ; at least,
they pretend to great indifference or callovs.
ness, which, in the majority of cases, I fear,
is not assumed, bat really experienced. Bat
the same cannot ba said of the male portion
of the spectators, who have no modesty at
all, and on whose account principally this
detestable exbibition is still fostered in a pro-
fessedly Christian community ; for my mm-
pression is decidedly that these immodest
digplays fan tho flawme of passion of men, and
tend to keep ulive those unhallowed desires
which sensualists only will and do so freely
indualge. To such the ballet at the Opera
House is the grand attraction ; and so long
as it is countenanced by those ladies in the
bigher sphere of hife who give the tone to
1ashion, so0 long will it continue a reflection
on their own characters and a digrace to a
civilised nation. Can it be a matter of sur-
prise that right-thinkiog Christian ministers
inveigh so bitterly agairst theatrical exhibi-
tions and balls, when their tendency is so
palpably to debase and demorahize the minds
of young persons of both sexcs 2 Wore plays
divested of coarse jokes and double enten-
dres, they would be restored to their primi-
tive province, asa mediam of instruction
and amusement, instead of, as now, the
means of curruption to youth ; and of balls
it may boe said, thereis nothing objectionable
in our country dances or quadrilles ; bat the
foroign introduoction of waltzes and polkag,
now go universally adopted, tends to great
laxity of manners, and of morals also.
Human nature is ever prone to evil, and
needs no excitement to vice ; the difficulty 187
to check these inclinations. Butinthe cages'
alluded to, as if natural passions were not
strong enongh and hard enough to subdue,
additional excitements aro addcd. Modesty
ig liko the fresh bloom on s plum, which,
when oncarubbed off, nover returns.

Blanche and Constance, whon they bad
retired to their rooms at night, although de-
ligbted with the orchestra avd the singiug of
Grisi and Lablache, could nol repress thoir
feclings of repugnance to the ballet,and Con-
stance resolved to entreat Aalcolm to spare
them both the repetitivn of snch a scens.
The next night there was a ball'at the Coun-
tess of Arnmore's, in the same square, for
which Lady Malcolm, in ant:cipztion of her
nieoo's arrival in town, had acoepted oards
of invitation somo time proviously. Lady
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when & waltz tune struck her ecar, and be
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lassio, from having introduced her aod
aunt to the Duchessthe moment they entere!
thu room this eveming. Now ,
between ourselves,
would just suit a poor devil
liko mysell, and some people do 68y slie
not an uawilling party to Lord Danby's
tempted abduction, only that her cons
family, took
! hints to yo
friend, Lady Mary, on t“i15 point won't o
thoir effect when repeated to tho Duchess,
may serve us both.*
¢Thank you
Henry,
delay.’

Tue other great attraction of the even;
to the unmarried ladies was Lady Arnmor
bruther, the rich and fastidious ~Marqus
Aﬁrsh!ro. now n lus thurty fiith year,
whom the smiles of the fair sex bLad
hitherto comnpletely thrown away. He w
although not handsome, most distinguh
in appearance, and lighly polished 1 mu
ners, with a literary torn of mind. Ba:
master of several languages, and havingtn
velled over hal{ the globe, he was well n
formed on most subjects, aud in conversuz
most agreeable. Possessing, 1n addition t
these recommendations, 8 princely fottaze,
he had been tor the last two seasons a g
speculation in the lugber crcles. Altogh
a great admirer of beauty, lis  requirenscy
in other respects woro so multifarious thats
scemed almost 1wpossible tuey condile
reahsed in any uue woman ; still he wasent
on the look-out for the person pictured mtx
mind's eye as the futare Marchiones f
Agrsbire, and it was Ins invarnable cctn
to go the round of balls and parties of ey
desoripiion, iu the hope of finding as lat i
boing whom bis fancy bad porirayed. The
form and feutures of overy new dcbutastens
the faslnonable world were esgerly scanos,
and if safficiently attractive, an introdecum
was immediately obtaned through scmed
his numerous acquaintnces. On thisegtt
when, with glass to eye, he was taknga
survey of the dancers, his attention wa &
rested by the modest looks, handsoms
tures, and graceful movements of B
Douglas ; and Lord Malcolm happening
that moment to be passing him, be uked.
*Can you t{ell me, Maleolm, wao b,
pretty, interesting young girl is, dazeiy;
]with Danby ; she is evidently newto Londa{

ife.' :

¢ Yes,’ replied Malcolm, ¢ she is my cctsz,’
and this 18 ber first appearance on theloe
lon boards.'

¢ Well, I thought so, Malcolm, and all e
better, ic my opinion, on that account. Wi
you 1ntroduce me 2’

¢« With pleasure, if we can work our wij:
round to where sho stands.’

This being effected after some traubh
Malcolm presented Lord Ayrsbire to Blaseby
and he at once begged the honor of herbsdl
for tho next dance, This being granted, ¥
remainedstanding near her until theq
was finished, when his arm was offered 2
accepted. Great wus the dismay of Blaselt

for  tho  suggesti
which shall bo acted upon ggmh

partner was proceeding tu take up his p&
tion in the circle now quickly formgng-‘
*I beg your pardon,’ ~he eaid;
instéad of the next dance, I ought
have said the next quadrille, as I do ol
waltz.' ¢
*Surely you will not dechne ont &
two turns to this enchanting air, Miss Doot
las ¢’ .
* Yes, my lord.” Blancho replied, firalsi
+ indeed X must, and shall be obliged U5
will conduct me to my aunt, Lady
—or, a8 I seo my consin opposite, I a0

his arm.’ .
*Indeed, Miss Douglas, I wvnli S;h xﬁ*

pleasure conduot you !
colm, whom I have the bhonor of keo¥
ing.’

On finding her aunt, sho expressel ba
surprige at Blanche not joning i ihe dﬂ:”
exclaiming, * Why, my dear, your &
notions on ts and some otherd
are rather too partioular, a0 B
really must give up these old fashisoed
fancies.' "

* I hope not, dear sunt,’ was ke g
reply, »a she sat down by her side. .

*Iam sorry to differ with your 133)'!%
upon sich an important point,’ adde -
Ayrsbire, good-humoredly ; but I moé
plaud Miss Douglas’ resolution to actss




