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ns we arc terribly deceived and are trnsting
to a brokcn reed. Said the late Dr. John
Duncan lu bis dying moments, 1 arn poor,
,Wretched, miserable, lest, polluted, and but
for Jesus Christ, a deomed s'inner. My
hope, rny jey, my trust, now lies in this,
thero isi Cbribt betsveen me and( God. That
ia my ereed and my orthodoxy, and thus
spcnking, he departed for his heavenly bomne.
Reader, in 'what do yen trust, are you
cherieihing a false hope? Ascertaih cre it
be tee late.

THE FRAYER MEETING.
lIn.diseussing this subjeet ln this paper,

1 will put what 1 have te say under tbree
heads :-I. Thr prayer meeting as it is. 2.
As it ougbt te be. 3. Ilow eau we M~ake
what it oughit te bel

1.-TIUE PRÂTER MEETING AS IT IS.

In public estimation it 15 net highly re-
garded. lIt is net a popular institution.
This is evident fsom the attendanee. Only
a small proportion ef the pepulation are
accustomed te, meet there. The mnjority
of people in eur congregations feel under
obligation te attend Sabbath services, but
very few have or seem te have any seruples
of conscience in neglecting prayer meetings.
Appeintments are made, engagements and
arrangements entered into, parties helci and
places ef amusement attended, without any
consideratien for the prayer meeting. No
provision ismade fer that. lit is entirely
fbrgotten, or, if remcmbered, it is net
thought worth attending, or worth any sac-
rifice or self-denial, or effort lu order te
attend it.

This applies, net only te the population
in general but te a Innjorit«y of those Who
profess obedience te Christ. The indiffer-
ence of these is the more surprising and
*,hameful. That those Who have ne hcart-
felt concera about their own or otereij'
spiritual welfare or the glory ef God abould
take no irnerest ln thae prayer meeting is
net wonderful, but rather very natural.
BÈnt that thoso whe profess te hitvo been
awakcned te, a realization of the importance
and value or spiritual ana eternal vcrities

and te, a delight ln Qed, should bc indiffer.
cnt to it rnny well b6 wondered nt. Why
they are se we inquire net just nowv, lýut
the fact we notice for serions eonsicrî,
tien.

When we leave it as it is in the people,~
estimation and consider it as lt is in itscls,
hew de wre find it ? lIs it earnest, Warta
and attractive? lis it such as is calculatcd
tu awakcen the interest and secure the con
tinued attendance of those Who nmay ven-
ture or happen once te go ? ls the atmnos-
pliese such ns will malte them feel that there
are mien and women there in doivnright
carnest ? lis it sut-h that livig, 's-arn.
hearted Christians f ccl it cengenial te their
teste, exalting te, their spiritual appetites,
and a stimulus te their energies? Doethose
who attend do se because they love te go-

because they are iu living earnest and find
an opportun ity te peur forth and dcvelop
the aspiration ef their Christian lufe, or
s-etcive comfort and strength ia their per-
plexities ad weakncss, or de they attend
ntrely froni a eold sense of duty and no
more ?

1 venture te say that tîsough there mat
be some earncstuess, and warmth, and Eitc,
yet there is very much dulness and cold-
ness. I>rayers consist tco ninch in a cer-
tain round e? petitiens wvithout puint or
adaptation, often long as well as po;ntlea.
Addresses are tee often prosy and dry,
made evidcntly just te fili np the time. AUý
the speaking and praying is left te twe or
three who have becu in harness for years,
and %ho are in danger of getting into a
tread-mill round. Thus a certain stereo.
typedýform is gene through from weck, tc
weck, witheut variety, Iivclincss or sipecial
interest, se that thcy are attended by a few
more fromn a sense ef dnty than from any
real delight. e

New why is the prayer meeting su n-
popular, and why se formai and dry!?

Why s0 unpopular ? lIt is not dioeicu:c
te Seo %Vhy the genoral public take no
intercat, in it. Thuir taýtes and desireca ame
net in hnrmony with its spirit and design.
B3ut why Christians shoula take ne more
interest in it, wh'y tbey aboula show se
little anxieî'y and use e0 Uitile effort to

nt Notite aitb .9«tign 31"otb.


