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secretions arc mîarkcdlly acid, and fromn that cause a recurrencc of
dccay is liablc to takc placc ; at that period the tecth arc also very
scnsitive. For thcsc rcasons gutta percha is a valuablc filing
mîîatcrial at and before that pcriod until the composition of the teeth
is detcrmincd and the fluids of the mouth havc rcturnd to thcir
normal state.

It is urgcd as an objection to gutta percha that it shrinks fromn
the walls of the cavity, but if the cavity be kcpt pcrfectly dry and
the walls arc first coatcd with a solution of gutta percha in chloro.
forn and the flling tlici introduccd woithout too mnuch hcat and
kept undier pressure until it cools all the shrinkage will be about
countcrbalanccd by the hcat and moisture of the nouth.

It is well adapted to buccal cavitics in second and third molars
whcrc thcrc is a tcndcncy to superficial dCcay, as the filling nust be
frcquently remnoved. Approxinial cavitics which can be casily
approaclhcd fron the side instead of the crown arc suitable cases
for treatnent with gutta percha ; but lerc tlcrc is onc objcction to
its use ; when severc prCssurc cornes on the crown over the filing,
if thcre is only a thirt portion of tooth tissue intervening, it will give
way as the gutta percha is not sufficiently hard to afford support,
so this treatnent is only admissible where the cavity is a consider-
able distance fron the crown.

Ccnent filling lias of late ycars taken an important place anong
filling materials and prcsents nany useful properties, but has 'one
fault which entirely destroys its worth as a permanent stopping,
that is its solubility in the fluids of the mouth. It is espccially
soluble if there be a srnall arnount of acid present, and acid is
found in nearly every nouth fron some source or othier ; if the
saliva be not acid itself, tiere arc other sources fron which the
destructive agent may corne, such as acids taken with food or
medicine, or forned by the decomposition of particles of food left
betwccn the teeth. If the fluids of the nouth were always alkalinc
then cenent fillings would give efficient service for a length of time,
but although the saliva is slightly alkaline when flrst secreted it
becomes neutral and frequently acid when rnixed with the secretion
of the mucous glands of the mouth, and its influence is constant
upon the filling. The decay of the teeth is of itself a proof of the
presence of acid, for decay in its flrst stages consists in a decalci-
fication of the liard tissues of the tceth by acids present in the
mouth.


