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promptness in prosenting their offering is all tho

reater that they aro more pure and uoly; and yet,
they arc advanced in yoars, old ago buws down their

forehoads, they can no more Lope for & posterity; .

thoy have obtained thee by dint of prayers and weep-
ing, they love thee with tho most tender luve, but
picty triumphs in their souls over overy impulse of
nature , they dare not rotain for themselves that which
is holy, they offer it with all their heart to the IIoly of
holies, who alonoe is worthy of it. The Lord had respect

to Abel and to his offerings., The good will with whieh. .
His servant offered up to Him as a holocaust the .,

first born of Lis flocks, was agreable to IIim. Bat how
much more grateful stillin Ifis sight, O Mary, was the
good-will of thy_ parents, of those saintly souls that
offered theo to Ilim with such readiness, thee their .
only Daughter, truo Lolocaust of grace and holiness!

« May I learn from them, O my Sovereign' to hate  °

my extreme avarice, I who find it o hard to detach

myself, for the love of the Lord, from objects so- .

anworthy of my love, I who, when I succeed indoing
50, am not ashamed to offer such sacrifices to Godin
a cold and cowardly manner.” ‘

“ Thy parents, O Mary, Virgin most precious, leave )
_ then their home, they bear thee in their srms, they .

hasten forward to consecrate thee to God. Sorrow: is .

>

not on their countenance: they advance with hearts. .

filled with joy ; it is without any after-thought, and,

fal; of good will, that they will offer to the Lord, not .
only the Lest object they possess, but also what is. .

holiest and must excellent on earth and in heaven ?.

“~

An exquisite sensibility, a profonnd tonderness, are ~

not incompatible with such a generous detachment, . .

a3 one might think who understands nothing in-a life:

-of sacrifice.  On the contrary, the most senritive and l N
loving hearts have always peacefully and joyfully .. _.
consented to the must wryiog humiliations, The history .

of the Saints, from Abraham to our days, is a continnal

cst of mothers, and his only Son, Jesug, willing and, -

M ‘

;Em‘of;lbereof. How has God dealt with Mary, the =~ -



