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petition :-—0ol. Johnson, of London, and Col Sanders
and Mr. Murton, of Guelph.

In consequence of the above proceedings, a special
mecting of the Doard of Agriculture was held in this
city on the 29th ult., Col. 2. W. Thomson, President,
in the chair. The object of the mecting having been
stated, soms proluninaries disenssed, and explana-
tions made by Col. Jolmson as to the design and
action of the Convention over which he had presided
at Hamilton, tho Ion. David Christie proceeded at
some length to criticizo and reply to the utterances
then made. He thought the Board had a right to
complain of the stalements made by certain gentle-
men present on that occasioa. It was not only
implied, but, he thought, dircetly stated, that the
Board of Agriculture lbad thrown obstacles in the
way of the passage of the Agricultural Bill agreed to
by the Convention of Delegates iu this city, in 1862,
Now he (Mr. Christie) denied tho statement in folo.
1t had no foundation in fact. The Board of Agricul-
ture, 8o far as he was aware, had never thrown any
obstacles in the way of tae passage of that Dull, On
the contrary, the members of the Board having seats
in the Legislature had brought that measure before
Parlinment, and their cfforts to carry it had been
thwarted by gentlemen who did not rcpresent the
views and feelings of the mnjority of tho agricultural
community of Upper Canada. From the statements
made by Mr. Cowun at the recent meeting in Hamil-
ton, one would fancy that the Bill originated in the
House of Assembly, that it passed that body unani-
mously, and that it was then rejected by the Legis-
lative’ Council. Now what were the facts? Mr.
Alexander introduced that measure in the Upper
House. It passed the Upper House unanimously, It
was then sent to the Lower House, and had ‘there
embodied in it amendments which were the substance
of Mujor Campbell's Bill of 1561, and_which were
discussed by the Convention of 1862, and rcjected by
that body. It was then returned with th,++ amend-
ments to the Upper House. Ie (Mr. Clyietie) was
not in the country at the time, but had he been
present in the Legistative Council when the Bill was
returned to them, he should have taken preciscly the
course which was taken by Mr. Buroham, and he was
quite willing to share with that gentleman, and with
the other members of the Board who had a seat in
the Legislative Council, the responsibility of the
course they took. They could not have done other-
wise. The mersure brought in by Mr. Alexader
was the Bil} agreed upon by the Convention of 1362
Nay more, at the annual meeting of the Agricultural
Association hield at Kingston in 1503, hoe siated that,
as the Government had not made a Governmen
meagure of the question, he thought, if the agricul-
tural community still desired the legislation proposed,
it was the duty of the members of the Board having
seats in the Legislature to bring in the Bill, and he
asked the delegates if they still adhered to the
amendments adopted at the Convention in 1862. The
result was that Mr. Stock, of Flamboro?, seconded by
Mr. Tilt, of Peel, moved a resolution expressing the
adberence of the Association to those amendments.
The resolution passed unanimously.

The matter was again brought up and fully dis-
cussed at the last annual meeting of the Association
in Hamilton, this year. A resolution was moved by
Mr. Barker, to the effect that the delegates approved
of the Bill passed in the Upper House, carrying out
the amendments proposed at the Convention of 1862,
and requested the Ilon. Messrs. Alexander, Christie,
and Burnbam, in the Upper House, and Mr. Fergu-
son and other members specially intercated in agri-
culture, in the Lower louse, to look after and
endeavour to have the bill then introduced pass.
ed into law. An amendment was moved by Mr.
Gowan, M, P. P, to the effcct that in the opinion of
the meeting, the best mode of electing the Board of
Agriculture would be by dividing the Province into
sections, each section to clect & member of the
Board. Mr. Christic read from the minutes the mo-
tion and amendment, followed by the statement that
Mr. Cowan’s amendment was put and lost, and the
original motion carried. IHe believed some GO dele-
gates wore present on that oceasion.  The Secretary
could state if that was the fact.

Mr. Huon Tizoxsox said there were about 80 in the
room at the beginning of the meeting, but some had
et before that particular stage of the proceedings.

Mr. CumisTiE then proceeded to veflcet in very
strong terms on the courge pursned at the so-called
Convention held a few days since, disclaimed for
himself and the other members of the Board all in-
terested motives, and insisted that the Board should
toke effectnsl measures to set itself right Leforo the
public,:

. Col. Jonvsox replied at some length to Mr. Chris-
tie's address, urging that there was a ve; eneral
conviction that a more popular method of clecting
the Board of Agriculture ought to bo adopted ; that
there had been no design to cast aspersions on the
present Board, or in any way to interfero with its
legitimate functions ; and stated that ho and those
who had acted with him would be satisfied if a Bill,
similar to that which had been before the Legisla-
ture, were to be carried. They hoped, also, that the
proposed petitions, added to the influcnce of the
ntembers of the Board who were in the two Ilouses
of I"arliament, would bring about the desired resuit.

Mr. Curistie rejoined that it was quite correct that
the prescat mode of electing the Board was nod popu-
lar. Headmitted that most fully, they hiad tried to cor-
rect it, but had been prevented from doing so by the
action of the members for tho Lower House, who
tried to introduco into the Bill a mode of election
which was negatived by the Convention that met at
Toronto in 1862, and which was negatived again at
the very last meeting of tho Association in Hamilton.
There could be no question about the fact that the
majority of the properly aceredited representatives
of the County Socicties of Upper Canada had affirmed
that the mode of clection proposed in the Bill, as in-
troduced by Mr. Alexander, was that which they pre-
ferred. ‘That was the mode which the members of
the Board had tried to carry out. They had not
sought to adhere to the present mode, as one might
infer from listening to Col. Joimson's statement.

Hon. Mr. Bursuax then gave a narrative of facts,
respecting the bill introduced by Hon. Mr. Alexander,
substantially the same as had already Leen given by
Mr. Christic. Conversational discussion then ensued
respecting some incidental matters, and ultimately
the following Resolutions were passed, Col. Johnson
alonc dissenting :

1. % That, in consequence of statements hav nﬁ
beea made ot a meeting beld in Hamilton, on the 20t
inst., tho tendency of which was to create the impres-
sion that the Board of Agriculture had been the canse
of the rejection of the Agriculiural Bill agreed toat the
Convention of 1862—-statcments entiroly at variance
with the fact—the Board of Agriculture feel that in
duty to themselves and to the public they are bound
to make public the facts of the case.” .

2.+ That the President, Vice-President, Col. Deni-
son, and Hon. Mr. Burnham be a committee to draft
a circular setting forth the facts of the case, for the
purpose of bei g sent to the various County Socicties
in Upper Canada.”

The proposed circular will dounbtless embody in
Lricf, the statements made by the Hon. D. Christie,
sv that our readers bave the entire case fully before
them. Both the gentlemen lately convened at Ham-
ilton, and the members of the Board, appear to be
aiming at very much the same objects; at least we
fail to see any very serious difference of opinion or
aim. All agree as to the necessity of a more popular
election of the Board, and the desirableness of an
improved Agrienltural statute.  The discussion of
the subject will do good, and now that all scem to be
thoroughly roused, we may hope that the reforms
universally wished for, will be obtained at the next
gitting of the Provincial Legislature.
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Birmingham Cattle and Poultry Show,
and Exhibition of Dogs.

The sixteenth annual exhibition above mentioned
came off during the last weck of November, and was
by far the largest and most successful of the series.
There were 346 entries of cattle, sheep and pigs, in
place of 284, the average of the past four years;
and 168 lots of roots and grain agalnst 156, tho last
four yearg’ average, while there was a still higher
increase in the feathered portion of the show.

The first animal this year wae Mr. Joseph Phil-
lips's Hereford ox ; agrand beast, of aplendid quality
and great subsiance, girthing 9 feet 2 inches. This
took the first prize in its class, an extra prize of £25
as the best Hereford, the £20 gold medal for being
{he best ox or steer of any breed or age, and then
the highest honour, s 25 guinea ornamental plate,
given by the hotel and inn keepers of Birmingham
to tho best animal, whether male or female, in all
the cattle classes. The gold medal for the best cow
and heifer of apy breed or age was von by M. Wil-

*

liam Stedman’s Hereford cow, which, of course,
takes also the first prize in her clase.

The Herefords have thus carried off the chief hon-
ours; a breed ‘“moted forits beauty and good beef.”

The Short-horns were in their usual force, a red
and white steer owned by Sir W. de Capcll Brooke
taking the first prize. A larger, but less handsome
animal, which girthed 9 feet 7 inches, took the second
prize. Only a small number of Devons were shown.
The Long-horns and Scotch cattle were numerous
and of great merit. A grade animal, as near Short-
horn as might be, was an object of much attention,
being of largo size, good substance, girthing 10 feet,
and evenly loaded with meat of excelfent touckh. Of
sheep, the Leicesters, Cotswolds, Shropshires, Lin:
colns and Oxfordshire Downs are highly spoken of,
Of pigs, no fewer than 130 Berkshires were shown,
against 35 last year. Among the roots, were cab-
bages weighing 31 1bs. each ; long mangolds, 21 1bs
each; globe mangolds, 28 1bs. cach; Swedes, 15}
bs, each; and ox-cabbages, 58 1ba., denuded of
roots and outer leaves, or 72 1bs. as taken out of the
ground. These weights are considered good in view
of tho dry character of the past scason. No less
than 1,677 pens of poultry, and 290 cages of pigeons
were exbibited! The poultry judges must have had
o trying timo of it. Turkeys of 23 1bs., and geeso
of 26 1bs., live weight ; a trio of Aylesbury ducks,
weighing 27 1bs,, and a trio of Rouen ducks, 25 1bs.,
were among tho lots exhibited. The Dog Show was
also remurkably fine.  £700 were distributed in pre-
miumsamong blood-hounds, fox-hounds, deer-hounds,
grey-hounds, harriers, beagles, pointers, sctters, ter-
riers, retrievers, mastiffs, Newloundlands, spaniels,
gheep-dogs, bull-dogs, Skyes, Pomeranians, Blen-
beims, Maltese, King Cbarles’, Italian greyhounds,
toy-terriers, and pugs,

The Glasnevin Training School.

Tus institution, designed for teaching young men
how to furm, is located near Dublin, and & brict
reference to it will suitably follow up some recent
observations on agricultural training. A corres-
pondent of thoe North British Agricullurist gives a
long account (f a visit made to this School, from
which wo cull a few particulars. There are accom-
modations for niaety pupils, but the number has of
lato been restricted to sixty, by the Government, at
whoso expense the students arc boarded and in-
structed. The course extends over two years, and
admissions are made either in January or July. Both
literary and agricultural instruction is given. The
litemr{ classes aro for spelling, grammar, composi-
tion, book-keeping, writing, mapping, &ec. The
agricultural classes comprise husbaudry, chemistry,
botany, geology, surveying and mensuration, These
classes are taught by professional men, who aro
sclected by the commissioners. The out-of-door in-
struction is partly in the garden and partly on the
farm. In the gardens, the pupils are made to dig, to
sow at the proper scason, to graft trees, and rear
vegetables and flowers, under the directions of an
experienced practical gardener. On the farm, they
not only receive explanations of the several opera-
tions, but they are made to take part and put their
hand to everything going on.

Each student is cstimated 1o cost for board and
tuition from £35 to £40 sterling per annum. The
farm attached to the school comprises 175 acres, and
the operasions carried on include dairying, stock-
keeping, and grain and root-growing, botanical, fruit,
vegclable, flower, and conservatory gardening.
Everything i3 done in the most neat and orderly
manner ; weeds are outlawed ; the highest cultivation
is arrived at; and the average of the cropas testifies to
the excellence of the culture bestowed. The balance-
sheet of 1862 showed a margin of profit of £109, after
paying » rent of £4 per acre, & most satisfactory
summing up of the year’s work.
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Tllinois State Horticultural Society.
We learn rrom the Chicago Tribune that the annual
mecting of the above Society, recently held, was well
atiended, and the procegdings were of an interesting
character. An excellent paper on orchard sites was
read, the chief object of which was to show the
superiority of elevated positions for fruit culture,

mainly from such situations being less liable to froet.
A discnsalon was had as to the best frtlts for general




